
Thomas McCulloch 
Pioneer Educa tionalist o f Nova Scotia 

by Bruce MacDonald 

History is composed of two ingredients, men 
and events . Each component complements the 
other, and neither can truly be regarded per se 
as history. Man shapes events, and yet isalso 
influenced by them. The art of biography can 
provide us with key insights into our past, by 
illuminating this relationship between man and 
events, especially when the figure studied 
played a prominent role in the events of his 
day. The Rev. Dr. Thomas McCulloch was such a 
man. 

Thomas McCulloch was born in Renfrewshire, 
Scot land , in 1776. After receiving his 
elementary education at a local school, he 
proceeded to the study of Arts and Medicine 
at the University of Glasgow, but for reasons 
unknown never obtained a degree. An 
Antiburgher Presbyterian by birth, McCulloch 
declded to enter the Secession Divinity Hall, 
Whitburn, and undertake the theological 
training for the Presbyterian ministry. He 
was licensed by the Presbytery at Kilmarnock, 
and in 1799, at the age of 23, was called to 
the Secession Church congregation at Stewarton. 

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, 
the state of the Presbyterian Church in British 
North America was indeed fragile. There was a 
s mall number of Presbyterian Scots scattered 
t hroughout the colonies; the Church was yet in 
its infancy, though destined for a rapid 
e xpansion, particularly with the Scottish 
i mmigration which followed the Peace of Amiens 
(1 802-1803), and reached flood proportions 
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after 1815. 

There was a particular concentration of 
Presbyterian Scots in the Pictou region of Nova 
Scotia. The nucleus of this settlement had 
arrived in 1773, on board the Hector. It was 
in response to an appeal from the Pictou 
Presbyterians to the General Associate Synod of 
Scotland in 1784, that the young Reverend James 
Drummond MacGregor sailed for Nova Scotia in 
1786, to minister to the Presbyterian 
congregation in the Pictou area. 

After labouring alone for nine years, 
MacGregor was joined by the Rev. Duncan Ross, 
and the Associate Presbytery of Nova Scotia 
(Antiburgher) was established. There was 
constant need for new ministers in the Maritime 
area, and MacGregor undertook many missionary 
journeys to distant settlements in Cape Breton, 
Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia, his efforts resulting in many new 
Presbyterian congregations. It was in response 
to the many appeals of the Associate Presbytery 
of Nova Scotia for ministerial aid from 
Scotland that Thomas McCulloch decided to seek 
his fortunes in British North America, and 
minister to a congregation in P.E.I. 

Arriving in Pictou in November 1803, 
McCulloch and his wife Isabella were persuaded 
that the journey across the Northumberland 
Strait was too hazardous to undertake at that 
time of year. When the residents of Pictou 
discovered the presence of an educated 
Presbyterian minister in their midst, they lost 
no time in persuading him to take up residence 
amongst them, and in June 1804 McCulloch was 
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inducted as pastor of the Pictou Harbour 
c o ngregation. Unforseen circumstances had 
combined t o place McCulloch in Pictou, where he 
would spend thirty-five years labouring for the 
achievement of his goals. 

Thus, in 1803, Thomas McCulloch found him­
self in a pioneer society where " ..• men 
struggling for food, have little time to 
expend upon the pursuits of Literature. But 
there is a danger that the modes of thinking 
and habits, which arise out of such a stage of 
society, may remain long after it is past; and 
imperceptibly enfeeble the community, amidst 
increasing means of energy •••• the prosperity 
of a country is as closely connected with 
progress in the system of education, as the 
increase of conveniences, with the improvement 
of (the pioneer's) farm ••• " 

McCulloch's emphasis on the importance of 
education in the advancement of society is not 
surprising, particularly when his background is 
considered. Trained in a Scottish university, 
he was aware of the eighteenth century Scottish 
tradition in education, which one historian has 
summarized in the following manner: 

" .•• a fairly well developed national 
system of education, a close connection 
between religion and education, an 
emphasis on philosophy as a basis for 
learning, the ideal of general principles 
rather than details, the ideal of the all 
round educated gentleman with a general 
background, the democratic belief that 
all should have the same opportunities, 
and the emphasis upon the academic 
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pattern ••• " (R.A. Maclean, "Scottish 
influences in Higher Education in Nova 
Scotia", unpub 1 d ms.) 

Not only was McCulloch's background Scottish; 
it was also strongly Presbyterian. He was a 
member of the Secession which had split with the 
Church of Scotland over the question of Church 
patronage, and the role of the congregation in 
the selection of ministers; no doctrinal 
matters of faith were involved in the dispute. 
The Presbyterians, unlike the rest of their 
dissenting brethren in Nova Scotia, possessed 
and maintained the tradition of a highly­
educated and well-trained ministry. All the 
presbyterian ministers received formal 
theological training, usually after having 
completed a university education. Both 
MacGregor and McCulloch were highly-educated 
men, the former excelling in Gaelic poetry, 
and the latter in more vigorous literary 
pursuits, ranging from the satirical "Stepsure 
Letters", to his dissertions upon Calvinist 
Theology. Both men were honored in later years, 
with honorary Doctorates of Divinity. 
McCulloch's interest in education was thus in 
keeping with his Scottish Presbyterian 
background. 

McCulloch's interests, however, went beyond 
the cause of combatting ignorance and 
illiteracy in a pioneer society; he was also 
concerned with the promotion of the 
Presbyterian Church in British North America. 
He quickly perceived that a colonial Church 
could not depend upon Scotland for a 
continuous supply of trained ministers, 
especially when ministerial prospects in the 
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British Isles were much more attractive. If 
the evangelizing work of missionaries such as 
MacGregor was to be carried to completion in 
the colonies, provision had to be made for the 
training of a native ministry. Having recently 
arrived in British North America, McCulloch 
had experienced at first hand the hardships of 
pioneer life, and did not need to be persuaded 
of the difficulty of Scottish-trained ministers 
adapting to the missionary life of the 
colonies. The solution was obvious: if no 
competent ministers could be obtained in 
Britain, why not train the sons of British 
North American pioneers for the ministry? 
These young men were born and raised in the 
pioneer environment, and would not have to 
adapt to it. Thus, from the outset, 
McCulloch's interest in education and his 
concern for the advancement of the 
Presbyterian faith went hand in hand: 

" ••• From a conviction ..• that it was (sic) 
become absolutely necessary and our 
indispensible duty to use the means for 
preparing preachers among ourselves ••. 
and as it is reasonable to suppose that 
men of piety who are sensible and well­
informed will be better qualified than 
others to explain and enforce the 
doctrines of religion it is our 
intention to afford them the means of 
instruction in the usual branches of a 
liberal and learned education ••• We trust 
that we are preparing the first fruits 
of a race of faithful ministers of the 
gospel who will edify the church, plant 
it in the wilderness and be the means of 
salvation to generations unborn ••• " 
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(T. McCulloch, On Education , McCul l o c h 
Papers, Pictou Academy.) 

While he was concerned that pioneer society 
must utilize education to advance itself 
beyond a "primitive" stage, he was also deeply 
interested in the progress of the colonial 
Presbyterian Church towards a position of 
established strength. 

In 1805, McCulloch commenced his efforts for 
the accomplishment of his goals in education 
and religion, with the establishment of a 
school in Pictou. This was the fir s t stage, 
not only in the training of a native ministry, 
but also in establishing a proper educational 
system in Nova Scotia, for it would provide 
youths with the educational background 
necessary for ministerial training and/or a 
higher education. In 1811, another major step 
was accomplished, when the Nova Scotia 
Government passed a Grammar School Act, which 
call e d f o r the es tabli s hme nt of gr a mma r 
s cho o l s i n the s eve n c ounti es and three 
di s trict s of the c olony . McCull och' s s cho o l 
was selected as the grammar school for the 
Pictou area; he was appointed head instructor, 
and provided with an annual grant of 100 pounds 
sterling. As the school continued to expand, 
McCulloch's reputation attracted students from 
all parts of Nova Scotia, the surrounding 
colonies, and even the West lndiest 

By 1815, McCulloch was prepared to undertake 
the establishment of an institution of higher 
learning in Pictou. At that time, the only 
available higher educational training in Nova 
Scotia was King's College (est. 1788). An 
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e xclusive Angl i can institution, King's statute s 
p r ov i ded for a se ri e s of t e sts, oa ths a nd r ule s 
wh i c h made it impo s s ible f o r any c onsci ent i ous 
Dis s e nte r to attend t he College. McCu l loc h 
s t rong l y objected to this policy, and f ormed a n 
educat ional society in Pictou, for t he purpose 
of rais ing funds for the erection of an 
i n s t i tu tion of higher learning free from any 
t a i nt of denominationali s m. 

In 1816, the Nova Scotia Assembly granted 
McCulloch a charter for the incorporation of a 
n on -denominational Acad emy, but His Majesty 's 
Counc i l , staunch defende rs of t he Anglican 
establ ishment, crippled the i nsti tution by 
refusing it any permanent annual grant ; 
deny ing it college s t atus (i.e . , the right to 
confe r degrees); and limi t i n g Trustees and 
Profe ssors to Episcopalians and Presbyterians. 
In s p i te of these rest r i c t i ons, McCulloch and 
his s upporters accep t e d t hese terms , in hopes 
of r emov i ng them at s ome future date, and the 
P ic tou Ac ademy came into existence. 

Whi l e the Academy was perhaps McCulloch's 
greate s t concrete achievement, behind it lay an 
even g r eater contribution to the history of 
educat i on in Nova Scotia - the philosophy of a 
li beral education. The Academy was not merely 
a qua s i -co l lege; it was a concrete extension 
of McCulloch 1 s mind, embodying all that he had 
gl eaned fr om his Scottish Presbyterian 
bac k g r ou nd, as we l l as hi s own ideas on . 
ed ucation. First of a ll, he was a dama nt 1n 
i ns i s ting that the Acade my wa s no n- sectarian, 
in spite of the restrictions placed upon its 
Tru stees and Professors. In a letter to the 
Rev. Edward Manning, a prominent Nova Scotia 
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Baptist, McCulloch firmly asserted: 

" ••• As long as I am connected with the 

seminary no baptist will ever have reason 

to complain of our interference ••• with 

the (religious) principles of his son. 

Should any belonging to your connexion 

entrust us with the education of their 

children we will without intermeddling 

with baptism exert ourselves to return 

them good scholars and respectable 

men ••• " 

Jotham Blanchard, one of the Academy's 

earliest graduates, describes its purpose in 

these words: 

" ••• The Academy was founded for the 

purpose of affording a sound and useful 

education in the higher branches of 

learning to all without religious 

distinctions and on terms to render it 

accessible to all the middle ranks of 

Society; or in different words, the 

Institution was intended to be a Scotch 

College, but without the power of 

conferring degrees ••• " 

(Journals & Proceedings Nova Scotia 

House of Assembly, 1832, App.1:5} 

Indeed, the "Scotch" model was strictly adhered 

to. McCulloch concentrated on teaching 

II 1 
genera principles 11 , and introducing his 

students to as broad a general background as 

possible. Once the youths had absorbed this 

general knowledge, they were encouraged to use 

their own initiative in applying it to 

practical problems in their pioneer society. 
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" ••. The purpose of training under McCulloch was 
to give the pupil just enough material and 
information so that he would have to think for 
himself and solve his own problems. This 
taught self-reliance and was self-education ••• " 
(G .A. Campbell, The Contributions of Thomas 
McCulloch to the Educational system of Nova 
Scotia, unpublished thesis, Dalhousie University 
1955.) 

This method of teaching was complemented 
with exposure to widely varied fields of 
i nstruction, Mathematics, Moral, Natural and 
Experimental Philosophy , as well as the old 
s tandards, Latin, Greek and Logic. By 
introducing the student t o a vast spectrum of 
knowl edge, McCulloch intended to provide him 
with the best general e ducation possible; the 
ind ividual could then decide where to 
specialize, and what to do with his life. 
Behind McCulloch 1 s whole philosophy of 
e ducation was the conviction that youths, 
especially in a pioneer society, must be 
provided with an education of practical, 
concrete value. 

McCulloch 1 s concern with the practicality 
and applicability of subject material 
developed in him a disapproving attitude 
towards any over-emphasis of the Classics in an 
educational curriculum. He often referred 
contemptuously to the " ••• protracted and 
irksome apprenticeship ••• " of students in 
c ertain colleges " ••• to Latin and Greek which 
y ields little compensation for the want of 
that appropriate intelligence, which their 
subsequent pursuits render indispensable, and 
which, under a system better conducted, they 
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might have acquired ••• " (On the Nature and Uses 
of a Liberal Education). 

This point of view involved McCulloch in 
several controversies, the first of which 
occurred through the medium of the press in 
1818. McCulloch wrote a series of letters in 
the Halifax newspaper, Acadian Recorder, under 
the pen-name "Investigator", which stirred the 
Vice-Principal of King's College, Dr. William 
Cochran, to pen replies under the name 
"Pacificus". The specific bones of contention 
were the restrictive statutes of King's College, 
and the proper place of the Classics in a 
college curriculum. 

The second controversy was private in 
nature, involving the Baptist scholar, Edmund 
Crawley, who was a candidate for a professor­
ship at Dalhousie College in 1838, and 
desired a heavy emphasis on the Classics in 
the college's curriculum. The quarrel had far­
reaching effects, for it was instrumental in 
alienating the Baptists from McCulloch; after 
Crawley failed to obtain a professorship at 
Dalhousie College, the Baptists retired to the 
Annapolis Valley, and converted their Academy 
at Horton into Queen's College, which later 
became Acadia University. 

McCulloch 1 s emphasis in his philosophy of 
education was on practical knowledge; that is, 
learning what could be applied to the problems 
of a pioneer society. He regarded 
intelligence as a tool, to be utilized for the 
advancement of society, and the progress of 
the human race. There was also heavy emphasis 
placed on the importance of Theology in a well-
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rounded educat i on . McCulloch fe l t that, as God 
had provided man with the ability to think, 
reason, and learn, it was only proper that man 
ought to thank the Lord, by using these powers 
to gain a better understanding of the Divine 
Creator. Thi s blending of education and 
religion, when pursued to the fullest extent, 
would lead man into a form of "Utopia": 

11 ••• Intelligence, ••• universally diffused, 
and exerting that control which is due to 
its excellence by conducting every man to 
the discharge of his duty, will vastly 
increase the happiness of the social state. 
When truth springs from earth, righteous­
ness looks down from heaven; and the God 
of righteousness and truth gives what is 
good. Happy will that period prove, when 
human intelligence, formed on the model 
of heavenly wisdom, educes from every part 
of society that excellence of deportment 
which man ought to exemplify. The work 
of righteousness is peace; and the effect 
of righteousness, quietness and assurance 
forever .•• " (Ibid). 

The Academy's classes opened in a private 
house in Pictou, in May 1818, with instruction 
in Latin, Greek, Moral Philosophy, Logic and 
Mathematics. That winter, a permanent building 
was completed and officially opened. In 1820, 
the Presbyterian Synod of Nova Scotia asked 
McCulloch to establish a Divinity course, to be 
taught at the Academy, for the purpose of 
training native ministers. Twelve students 
attended the Divinity course in 1821, and the 
first graduates emerged in 1824, when they were 
unanimously recommended by the Pictou 
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Presbytery for licensure. The fitness of 
native youths for the ministry was irrevocably 
established that same year, when three of the 
graduates, John MacLean, John L. Murdock, and 
R.S. Patterson, ventured to the University of 
Glasgow, and successfully completed the 
examinations for the degree Master of Arts in 
Theology. 

McCulloch 1 s "liberal" outlook was not 
limited to educational matters. He was not 
only a Presbyterian, but also a Dissenter. 
Through out his life, he exerted himsel f time 
and again, through correspondenc e with leading 
men in Nova Scotia, in order to establish a 
solid coalition amongst the Presbyterians, 
Baptists and Methodists of Nova Scotia, to 
fight for the rights denied Dissen t e rs by the 
.Anglican establishment : the right to i ssue 
marriage licenses; the right to the 
incorporation of Dissenting congregations; the 
right to grants from the British government, 
for the propogation of the Gospel in Brit ish 
North America; and the opening of the Academy 1 s 
Board of Trustees and Faculty to all 
denominations. On one occasion, McCulloch 
privately discussed the expediency of a 
religious union between Baptists and 
Presbyterians in Nova Scotia with the 
Rev. Edward Manning. 

The liberality of his religious views is 
demonstrated by two isolated occurrences in 
his life. While visiting the British Isles in 
1825-26, on behalf of the Academy, McCulloch 
circulated an appeal, on behalf of the 
Baptist Association of Nova Scotia, for support 
from their British brethren for their work in 
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the colonies. After he moved to Halifax in 
1838, he ministered to the Granville St. Baptist 
congregation, while they were without a minister 
during the spring of 1839. While these actions 
may have proven beneficial politically, they 
nevertheless exhibit the liberality of 
McCulloch 1 s mind in matters of religion. There 
were but two religious sects which he could not 
tolerate, the Papist Roman Catholics, who were 
the bitter enemies of all Protestants ; and the 
Church of Scotland (Kirk), which violentl y and 
actively opposed McCulloch 1 s work in the field 
of education. 

McCulloch 1 s endeavours in Nova Scotia were 
not limited to purely educational pursuits. 
He was activel y interested in the field of 
Na tural Philosophy, or Science. After the 
opening of the Academy, he procured a second­
hand philosophical apparatus in Scotland, and 
constructed around it an elaborate course in 
contemporary Science. In later years, this was 
expanded into a series of public lectures on 
Chemistry, presented in Pictou, Halifax, and 
other Maritime centers. A prominent Nova 
Scotian historian has referred to these 
lectures as pioneering steps in the field of 
adult education, through "extension lectures". 

McCulloch also combined an interest in 
Natural Philosophy with extensive work in 
Na tural History, collecting various specimens 
of the birds, animals, insects, rocks and 
minerals of Nova Scotia. Altogether he and 
his sons constructed three separate 
collections. The first was donated to 
McCulloch 1 s alma mater, the University of 
Glasgow; the second was sold privately in 
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London in 1834, due to family financial 
problems; and the third, collected while 
McCulloch was President of Dalhousie College, 
was offered to the province as the nucleus for 
a museum of Natural History. Th e province, 
however, declined the offer, and the collection 
was presented to Dalhousie after McCulloch 1 s 
death. One of McCulloch's sons, Thomas Jr., 
became an excellent taxidermist and a life-long 
active participant in the field of Natural 
Hi sto r y , es t ab li s hing a l engthy fri e ndship with 
J ohn James Audu bon, when the famous American 
na tur a li st visited Pictou in 1833 . 

Success, however, merely breeds envious 
enemies, and the Academy was no exception. 
Consistently opposed by a small core of 
Anglicans in the Halifax Government circles, 
who felt that the institution was "· •. likely to 
rise or decay as the College at Windsor (i.e. 
King's) is depressed or advanced ••• ", the 
Academ~' s r equ es t f o r funds dur ing the decade 
of the I 820 ' s was refused time and time a g a in. 
Att emp ts t o obta in a permanent annual g rant and 
degree-granting powers were a l so un s u c c ess ful. 

The blows which finally destroyed the 
Academy, however, were delivered by the Church 
of Scotland (Kirk). The Kirk's ministers in 
Nova Scotia, notably the Rev. K.J. Mackenzie 
of Pictou, constantly attacked the institution , 
for it threatened to provide the Secessionist 
Presbyterians with a vast new supply of 
colonial ministers. If this occurred, the 
prospects of the Kirk's advancement in the 
colonies would be destroyed. Kirk offensives, 
combined with Anglican opposition and 
Presbyterian apathy for the cause of the 
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Acad e my , fin a ll y led t o its we akened position 
i n the 18J0 ' s . 

In 1831, the Nova Scotia Legislature passed 
an Act, which added a Grammar School to the 
Academy, and expanded the Board of Trustees to 
include a number of Kirk representatives. The 
financial aid provided by the Act was inadequate 
and as the Kirk and Presbyterian Trustees 
fought with one another, the Academy slipped 
deeper into debt. In 1838, McCulloch finally 
left the Academy, to seek his fortunes at 
Dalhousie College, Halifax. 

Founded in 1819 by Lord Dalhousie and 
intended to be a liberal, non-sectarian 
institution, Dalhousie College presented a 
direct threat to McCulloch's plans. The Board 
o f Governors which Lord Dalhousie selected for 
his college, however, largely consisted of 
Anglicans who were more concerned with the 
s uccess of King's College than with the 
establishment of Dalhousie. In 1823, McCulloch 
had privately offered Lord Dalhousie Presby­
terian support for his College, if he would 
agree to some type of union with the Academy, 
but this offer was rudely rebuffed. It was 
quite ironic that, fifteen years later, the 
Board of Governors turned to the very man that 
Lord Dalhousie had rejected, in order finally 
to establish the college. Nevertheless, in 
1838, Thomas McCulloch was the only man in 
Nova Scotia capable of the task. 

The establishment of Dalhousie was marred by 
the controversy between the Baptist scholar 
Edmund Crawley and McCulloch, over the proper 
place of the Classics in the college's 
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curriculum. The feud ended any immediate hope 
for the creation of a non-sectarian college in 
Nova Scotia, and by mid-century the Baptist 
Acadia College was joined by a Roman Catholic 
Saint Mary's, Halifax and Saint Francis Xavier 
College, Arichat, as well as a Methodist Mount 
Allison College, in Sackville, New Brunswick. 
McCulloch, however, laboured on at Dalhousie 
until his death in 1843. The College lingered 
on for several years after his death, only to 
rise again in 1863, when it was reorganized and 
permanently established under the Reverend 
James Ross, and gradually assumed the liberal, 
non-sectarian character which McCulloch had 
worked diligently to attain. 

When Thomas McCulloch died in 1843, his 
life's work seemed a dismal failure; what he 
had fought for - a liberal, non-sectarian 
college - he had not obtained. What McCulloch 
did contribute, however, was the background 
philosophy and foundation work which later came 
to fruition in the Dalhousie College of the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
His plans for the training of a native 
ministry were also revived in the late 1840 1 s, 
with the establishment of the West River 
Theological Seminary, which was subsequently 
moved to Truro, and finally to Halifax, where 
it exists today as the multi-denominational 
Pine Hill Divinity College. 

Thomas McCulloch was a fighter, a man who 
formulated his principles and defended them to 
the best of his ability; a man who established 
goals for himself, and worked towards their 
accomplishment until the day of his death. His 
dedication to the cause of a liberal, non-
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sectarian institution of higher learning, and 
the training of a native Presbyterian ministry, 
have earned him an important position in the 
history not only of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, but also in the development and history 
of education in British North America. 
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Upper Canadian Pion eer 

by A M argaret Evans 

The Reverend William Bell entered the life 
of Upper Canada in 1817 as the Presbyterian 
minister bound for the new military settlement 
of Perth along the Tay river west of the 
Rideau. This settlement was part of Great 
Britain's short-lived experiment in assisted 
emigration to Upper Canada, undertaken for the 
two purposes of relieving economic stress at 
home after the Napoleonic wars and of helping 
to fill the colony with loyal people. The War 
of 1812-14 had shown how vulnerable the 
position of Upper Canada ,was in relation to the 
United States. Britain was particularly 
concerned about populating the Rideau district 
from Kingston at the end of Lake Ontario to 
Bytown on the Ottawa river, in order that 
communications between Upper and Lower Canada 
might be protected in the event of another war 
with the United States. To that end during the 
winter of 1815-16, land was acquired from the 
Indians and surveyed into townships around the 
"Depot" or townsite of Perth. 

The first settlers were Scots emigrants who 
had landed in Quebec the preceding September 
and who made their way in the spring from 
Brockville through the forest to begin clearing 
on what became known as the "Scotch Line". 
Besides free passage, the government provided 
one hundred acres for each family; food over 
a six months period; axes, kettles, clothes 
and blankets at reduced prices; and 
assistance toward · the salaries of a minister 
a~d schoolteacher. During the summer of 1816 
discharged soldiers also negan to arrive. 
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They received grants ranging from twelve 
hundred acres for a lieutenant-colonel to one 
hundred acres for a private. The officers 
mostly located in Perth, where they took up 
government positions or began businesses. 

When Bell came, he found a population of 
close to nineteen hundred, including 716 men, 
women and children among the Scots and 1174 
among the soldier families. Since the Scottish 
emigrants were from several branches of 
Presbyterianism, they had not been able to agree 
on a clergyman to bring with them. The causes 
dividing Presbyterianism in Scotland lost 
Importance in the wilderness of Upper Canada. 
Soon, through the Reverend William Smart at 
Brockville and the Reverend Robert Easton at 
Montreal, the Scots settlers sent a petition 
for a minister to the Associate Presbytery of 
Edinburgh. It responded in March 1817 by 
ordaining Bell for service in the Rideau 
settlement. At this time, he began to keep a 
journal which with his other writings, 
furnishes not only an account of his work for 
the next forty years but also a chapter in the 
development of the province. 

For a married man thirty-seven years old, 
with five sons and a daughter all under fifteen 
years of age, to begin a new career in the 
young province was a courageous venture. At 
first his wife Mary could scarcely bring 
herself to leave her country and friends. To 
Bell, however, it was the "call of Providence" 
in answer to much fervent prayer for direction, 
and there could be no "drawing back". He had 
had to surmount many difficulties to achieve 
his theological training. From his parents in 
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Airdrie, Lanarkshire, he had imbibed 
Calvinistic thriftiness and independence. When 
he did not receive from his father the financial 
backing for which he had hoped, he went to 
London at the age of twenty-one to make his way 
on his own as a building contractor. In that 
city, though brought up in the Established 
Church of Scotland, he joined the Secession 
Church, which had become interested in 
missionary enterprise. It seemed, indeed, that 
his life was being guided so that he would be 
ready when the Perth settlement in far-off 
Canada needed him. From boyhood he had longed 
to become a minister and perhaps a missionary. 
Material success was to him the first stepping­
stone. Yet, as he prospered in England, his 
responsibillties grew. His son Andrew was born 
in 1803; twins William and John followed in 
1806, and another son Robert in 1807. Both his 
wife and his parents thought him too old to 
begin the long preparation required of a 
Presbyterian minister. He hesitated, because 
of the hardships to which he would expose his 
family, until the impulse was at last so 
strong that he could not deny it. Of the year 
1808 he wrote: "Probably no human being ever 
felt a stronger desire to preach the gospel 
than I did ••• The word of the Lord was a fire 
within my bones." 

Acceptance at Hoxton Congregational Academy 
on the north side of London in 1808 enabled 
him to make up for the scantiness of his formal 
education and to proceed to Selkirk Divinity 
Hall in 1810. For the next five years he was 
extremely busy, teaching in a private school at 
Rothesay on the Isle of Bute in order to make a 
living, and studying at the Selkirk summer 
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sessions as wel l as at the winter sessions of 
Gl a sgow University from 1812 to 1815. For his 
wife they must have been years of loneliness as 
during his absences she looked after the older 
children and three more - James born in 1810, 
Isabella Margaret in 1812, and Ebenezer in 
1814. Then, when Bell finally was licensed to 
preac h in 1815, there was not only an over­
supply of Secession ministers in Scotland but 
often congregations were too poor to support a 
mi ni ster. He had attained his goal, only to 
find that his sacrifices and hard work were 
ap p arently in vain. The death of James from 
the effects of measles added sadness to the 
worries of th is period. If Bell could not 
o btain a re gular appointment, he at least 
g ained experience from preaching assignments 
Sabbath by Sabbath. But these were at such 
distances from one another that travelling and 
p rovision for h imself and his horse left him 
out of pocket. He had earlier disposed of his 
p r operties in London at a loss through the 
deceitfulness of men in whom he trusted. 
Although he opened a school in Airdrie, his old 
home, in order to p rovide for his family, his 
mo ney was nearly expended when the call came to 
the Rideau settlement. It was no wonder that 
he felt his earnest prayers had been answered1 

The Atlantic crossing in the days of the 
sai l ing-ship was dangerous and unpleasant. The 
journey of the Bells in the Rothiemurchus, a 
t imber ship which brought emigrants on its 
westward passage, was described later in Hints 
to Emigrants. Bell had chosen this ship 
because of knowing the captain's father. Its 
de p arture from Leith on the east coast, 
ho wev er, made the trip very long, for the 
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vessel on the route around the north of Scot land 
was beset by both calm and gales and took three 
weeks before ever starting across the ocean. 
One of Bell's firmest "hints" to emigrants was 
to leave from a port on the west coast. During 
the eight weeks and two days that they were at 
sea, the family experienced the trials of noise, 
crowding, bad air, and abominable provisions. 
The dirty, rancid-smelling water had been in 
the casks for months; the black, bitter­
tasting beef and biscuit "rotten and full of 
vermin" were said to have been purchased the 
year before at a sale of condemned stores. 
Bell endeavoured, with the aid of the Reverend 
William Taylor who was also on his way to Upper 
Canada, to hold regular daily worship. Often 
the storms were too great, and the people were 
too ill to attend. The captain was a complete 
disappointment. He did not erect the 
partitions promised to give a semblance of 
cabin privacy for the Bells; and, on two 
Sundays obstinately ignoring Bell's protest at 
the "profanation" of the Sabbath, he ordered 
airing of all beds on deck. When the ship 
reached Quebec on June 2, Bell and his family 
were 11 reduced to skeletons". The mother and 
children could not walk. Many persons 
migrating from Britain to Canada in the nine­
teenth century had a similar voyage. 

The comfortable accommodation and abundant 
food on the steamboat Malsham on which the 
Bells travelled from Quebec to Montreal, 
f ollowed by the kind hospitality of the Eastons 
for two days in Montreal, were an enjoyable 
inte rlud e . But wes t of Montr e al l ay the 
fr onti e r. The arduous journey by c a rt s a nd 
bat e aux t o Pr es c o tt t o ok sev en days . Be ll was 
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shocked by the swearing and drunkenness of the 
boatmen, and by the carelessness of the men who 
smashed some of his articles during loading -
"the awkwardest blockheads I ever met with." 
When he found that wagons could not be obtained 
at Prescott immediately, he set off on foot for 
Brockville to visit William Smart whom he had 
known in London. Smart's new stone church, 
complete with bell and steeple, was dedicated 
on June 22 while Bell was present. Also on 
hand for the occasion were Easton and the 
Reverend Robert McDowall, a missionary of the 
Dutch Reformed Church f rom the Bay of Quinte. 
In this meeting with hi s fellow-clergymen, the 
tribulations of the tr ip f r om Sc otland and the 
strangeness of the new l and were forgotten for 
at least an afternoon, wh ich, Bell recorded, 
11 escaped unperceived". Mor e ov e r, various 
pe op le made Bell welcome a n d one man loaned him 
a horse to ride part of the way to Perth. 
Exce p t for being "ferried" across Lake Rideau 
in a canoe, he walked the last twenty-two miles 
over rocky, swampy trails through the woods. 

At Perth Bell found a clearing of about 
s ixty acres with a large government storehouse, 
s ome thirty log shanties and a scattering of 
huts and tents. No habitation was ready for 
h im, since the settlers were disputing over 
wh ere it should be. Whereas the Scots thought 
t hat they had an exclusive right to the 
se rvices of the minister whom they had obtained, 
t he townspeople felt that he came for the gen­
e ral benefit and should live amongst them. 
Be ll quickly made up his mind that it was 
se nsible to locate in the town which was central 
to the settlement. In the day and a half 
b ef o re his wife and children arrived by wagon, 
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he presented himself to the superintendent, 
received a building lot within the village and 
a twenty-five acre lot nearby, rented a log 
house "nothing more than bare walls and a roofn 
for 20 pounds sterling a year, and called on 
some of the settlers on the Scotch Line. Until 
the sawmill began operation several weeks later, 
there were no boards from which to make 
furniture or shelves for his books. Fortunately 
he was of ·a practical bent with experience in 
construction, for he had a well to dig, 
partitions to build in the house, and the floor 
to repair which had been so flimsy that one of 
the children fell through into the wet cellar 
below. The settlers, if woefull y lacking in 
piety as Bell thought, were kind to the new 
minister, giving him milk, maple sugar and 
potatoes - a welcome change from the food on 
the emigrant ship. In July he got his share of 
implements and blankets, and a cow. The 
latter, however, created the problem of finding 
enough pasture and of making a shelter behind 
the house. With the aid of the oldest boys, 
aged fourteen, eleven and ten, he began 
clearing their lot outside the town so that 
fall wheat could be sown. Their custom was to 
arise at four o'clock and work at it until 
breakfast. 

Only a portion of Bell's time could be given 
to the immediate needs of the famil y . On his 
first Sunday in Perth, he began morning and 
afternoon services in the one room lar ge enou gh 
for the purpose - the unfinished and unfurnish­
ed loft of the inn, reached by a ladder. On 
the second Sunday he started the Sabbath 
School with five children present. Two day s 
later, he opened a day scho ol in the s ettlement, 
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par t ly to provide instruction for his own 
children. With the prospect of education for 
the ir families, some of the officers who had 
be e n grumbling about conditions at Perth 
re s olved not to move away. Bell now had desks 
to make for the school, as well as seats for 
the congregation and a temporary communion 
tabl e. Meanwhile his organizing of a 
co n gr e gation continued. "Professing Christians 
mu st be collected into congregations", he wrote, 
"and superintended by pious, active, and faith­
fu l ministers." Faced by the factiousness of 
the mixed civilian and military population in 
the Perth settlement, he realized that much 
prudence and caution wou ld be necessary to 
"unite them into one religious community". 
As he examined the applicants for communion, 
h e found people from al l the Presbyterian 
bodies in Scotland. To prevent dispute in the 
future and unite them for the present, he 
p ro p osed that the church in Perth be based on 
the worship and g overnment of the Church of 
Scotland. On September 14, when Be ll for the 
f irst time administered the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, fo rty- seven communicants were 
received. He was much moved by the thought: 

.•• that we were f ar distant from our 
native land, that we were f orming a 
Christian Church where there never had 
been one befo re, and that we had been 
all, till lately, strangers to one 
another, but were now united by the bond 
of Christian affection ..• 

In some ways Perth was not a typ ical 
s ettlement in Upper Canada. The settlers had 
the advantages of government aid to ease the 
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initial strains, and of government superintend­
dence until the end of 1822. Since the 
officers were on half-pay, there was more cash 
than usual. Similarly, Bell was better off 
than most other clergymen. Although he 
received not more than 10 pounds sterling a 
year from his congregation, he was sure of his 
annual minister's salary of 100 pounds sterling 
from the British government, and of an 
additional 50 pounds sterling while school­
teacher. Still, in early Perth money did not 
buy much physical comfort by modern standards 
Like other pioneers, Bell suffered accidents in 
his rough manual work - a blow on his jaw while 
logging, a badly cut foot while hewing the 
corners of his house. Frequent references in 
his writings suggest how much the family 
suffered from the plague of mosquitoes and 
black flies and from the extremes of the 
Canadian weather. During their first December 
at Perth, when Mrs. Bell gave birth to another 
son (called James after the little boy who had 
died in Scotland), Bell noted the intense cold 
in their house: 

When I attempted to cut the loaf at 
breakfast time, I found it hard as stone; 
the moist sugar had become solid, and 
all bottles containing liquids, were 
burst. This was somewhat inconvenient, 
especially in the case of two bottles of 
ink I had brought from home. 

He had to move the Sunday service to the 
kitchen of one of the settlers for warmth. 
But the greatest of the frontier hardships at 
Perth was its isolated position and lack of 
communications by road or canal. Though the 
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church founded by Bell in Perth remained the 
centre of his religious work, he ministered to 
people on the back concessions of five town­
ships as well. Until he acquired a horse in 
1820, he visited them regularly on foot. He 
waded throug h bogs and climbed over stones, 
through heat and storms, so that he could 
preach to small groups in homes, attend the 
sick and dying, baptize the children. Today's 
traveller in Ontario, accustomed to excellent 
highways and swift conveyance, can scarcely 
comprehend the time and endurance needed for 
those visitations. He described himself as 
ready every night "to drop down both with 
corporal and mental fatigue". 

The privileged position of Anglicanism in 
Upper Canada was irritating to a Presbyterian 
minister. Under the Marriage Act of 1793, for 
example, Bell, after giving three months' 
notice, was required to appear with seven 
nrespectable" members of his congregation at 
the Quarter Sessions in order to be certified 
by the magistrates as an ordained clergyman and 
take the oath of allegiance. Bell and the 
seven persons made the forty-two mile trip to 
Brockville over the almost impassable roads in 
October 1817, only to find that his notice had 
not been properly exhibited by the clerk and 
he would have to reapply. Consequently, he and 
his parishioners had to "trudge back again" in 
January 1818 to make the "degrading" appearance 
before the court so that he might obtain the 
special licence without which non-Anglican 
ministers could not perform marriages. 
Education, too, was Anglican-controlled through­
out the province. When the first Church of 
England clergyman, the Reverend Michael Harris, 
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came to Perth in 1819, he took over, with the 
appro a l of the government officials, the 
school which Bell had been conducting. 

This undoubted disappointment for Bell was 
overshadowed by the joy of completing the new 
church in 1819 on a lot granted, together with 
land for a manse and graveyard, by the govern­
ment. The frugal Scot had seen the need for 
the building as soon as he began his mission, 
since the rent for the inn on Sundays was 
using up the offering. But the. year 1818 was 
a hard one in the settlement because of poor 
crops. Even the people who were content that 
the church s hould be in Perth c oul d c o ntribute 
little money , thou gh they h e lp ed cl ea r the 
ground and br ought the ir ox e n t o dr a w the 
timber for the rrame. Those who did nothing, 
Bell noted with discouragement, were 
"industrious" in pious fault-finding. When he 
went to Montreal in July 1818 for a meeting in 
Easton 1 s church, he resolved to seek donations 
along the way. He had a disagreement with 
Easton who, he thought, had been acting "like 
a bishop" in direct opposition to the "spirit 
of Presbytery". Nevertheless, without Easton's 
help he managed to collect over 100 pounds 
sterling in Montreal, Lachine and Brockville, 
which stimulated subscriptions of over 60 pounds 
sterling in the settlement itself. At Bell's 
request friends in Scotland sent a Bible for 
the pulpit, and the government provided a 
stove - which it later took away. In 1823 the 
minister summarized the progress of the 
congregation: 270 members had been admitted, 
350 children baptized, 115 marriages celebrated. 
Since the building, planned for two hundred 
people, was too small for the Sacrament 
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services, the gallery was finished in 1824. 
Paying off the debt by the end of 1826 left 
Bell with onl y the p roblem of prodding the 
lackadaisical trustees who had been appointed 
for the care of the church to keep it in 
re pair. Where h e had seen in 1817 a "moral as 
well as a natural wilderness, requiring 
cultivation", h e cons idered that the worship of 
God was now established on a permanent footing. 

Bell not only attended to his own charge 
devotedly until 1857, the year of his death, 
but was also connected with the extension of 
Presbyterianism. He established several other 
new congregations in the Rideau settlement, and 
u ndertook a number of missionary journeys, to 
s uch distant p laces as Bytown, Gananoque, 
Kingston, York, Queen s ton, Niagara, Ancaster 
and Guelph. He was associated, too, with the 
s trengthening of the church through the 
organization of p resby teries and synods, being 
o ne of the four ministers who in 1817 
petitioned the Sec es sion Synod in Scotland for 
authority to form a presbytery. Before the 
favourable reply the following year, the 
" Presbytery of the Canadas" independent of all 
the Scottish churches was formed on the 
initiative of Easton and Smart. Bell, however, 
never seemed quite at ease within it or any of 
its reorganized forms leading up to the United 
Synod of Upper Canada in 1831. In the meantime, 
the number of Church of Scotland ministers in 
the province was increasing rapidly, and in the 
same year they formed a Synod. Against this 
background of division in the Presbyterian 
ranks and dissension over questions such as the 
clergy reserves, Bell decided in 1835 to 
withdraw from the United Synod and attach his 
congregation to the larger Synod in connection 
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with the Church of Scotland. In 1845, he was 
honoured by being chosen Moderator of the Kirk 
Synod. Believing Presbyterian unity in the 
province desirable, he was troubled by the 
friction between the Kirk and the Free Church 
adherents which paralleled that in Scotland 
after the Disruption of 1843. He noted in his 
journal the "melancholy effects" of the 
religious disunity and "sectarian spirit". 

By the 1840 1 s and 1850 1 s Bell no longer had 
to engage in land-clearing, building and the 
other essential tasks of a backwoods settlement. 
Fortunately, since indispositions became more 
frequent with his advancing years, better roads 
and the Rideau canal made travel easier. Yet 
the maturing province brought new tasks. 
According to his journal he was "quite busy" 
with Synod and Presbytery meetings, the 
examination of schools and applicants for 
teaching, and many organizations in Perth such 
as the Bible Society, the Tract Society, the 
Missionary Society, the Temperance Society. 
The history of William Bell was intimatel y 
connected with both the religious and the 
secular history of Upper Canada. 

I sabel Ske lt o n, h aving in mind Be ll' s s t e rn 
Ca lvini s t mora lity , c a l l e d hi m " a ma n a u s t e r e ". 
Hi s ad amant r e fu s a l t o b ap ti ze infan t s unl ess 
they were the children of believing parents who 
had been received into the church aroused 
criticism in Perth. He often caused hard feeling 
when he made funerals or other family calamities 
the occasion for a discourse on "the awful and 
ruinous consequences which follow the use of 
int ox ica ting liquors. 11 He frowned on soc i a 1 
pleasures such as card-playing and horse races 
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as a waste of time meant to be used for the 
glory of God. His strong views on those who 
broke the Fourth Commandment involved him in a 
lawsuit with the editor of the Perth Examiner. 
His strictness led to defections from his 
congregation when another Presbyterian church 
began in the town in 1830 under the Reverend 
Thomas Wilson of the Church of Scotland. Even 
Archdeacon John Strachan from York remonstrated 
that "mild persuasion" would be more effective 
with the population than a "severe, stiff, 
formal carriage". Bell would not yield his 
firmly help principles even if a gentler code 
might have kept more followers. 

On the other hand, a segment of his 
congregation thought him too liberal when he 
introduced hymn-singing; and he was not 
intolerant of other churches. While he looked 
down on Harris for always reading his sermons, 
he got along well with the Church of England 
members and very well with the Methodists 
whose views on temperance coincided with his. 
His object, as he wrote to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies in 1818, was "not so 
much to build up the Church of Scotland as to 
enlarge the Church of Christ". Nor was Bell 
a dour and sombre Scot. There are glimpses of 
humour in his descriptions of weddings and of 
mishaps occurring on pastoral visits: for 
example, "When passing a creek I stepped on a 
r ound stick which rolled and threw me into the 
water a posteriori ••. Upon getting up I had to 
undress and dispense with my ind is pens ables 
till I squeezed the water out of them." For 
a ll his practicality, he revealed an aesthetic 
appreciation in hi s life-long delight in 
f lowers and his many references to beautiful 
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scenery - the luxuriance along the Thames in 
England, the majestic view at Bytown, the 
rainbow seen through the spray at Chaudiere 
Falls. And he was very human in his pride at 
the success of his children, Andrew and 
George (the youngest born in 181 9 ), both 
ministers; William and John, businessmen; 
Robert, member of the legislature for Lanark; 
Isabella, the wife of Judge J.G. Malloch; 
Ebenezer, a lawyer, and James, the registrar 
for Lanark. Upper Canada was built on . 
foundations of faith and stability by families 
such as this, headed by men of strength and 
convictions like the Reverend William Bell, who 
willingly accepted the rigours of a life on the 
frontier and showed himself a pioneer 
indomitable. 
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Robert 13urns 
Founder of the Free Kirk in Upper Canada 

by Paul Harrison 

Unlike many of us who spend a great deal of 
time wondering what to do with our lives, 
Robert Burns was one of those fortunate few who 
knew his life's calling at an early age. One 
receives the impression from his Diary that 
being a minister of the Gospel was all that 
ever mattered to him. While a youngster he 
joined his two older brothers "preaching" from 
a wooden pulpit set up in the house in a small 
room called, appropriately, "The Kirk". Burns 
was emphatic that his preaching was not child's 
play but rather an expression of deep religious 
sincerity. 

His family was not rich but there was 
enough money available to send Robert and his 
brothers through school. Burns himself went 
first to a parochial school and then was 
tut ored privately. He entered Edinburgh 
University in 180 1 at twelve and a half yea r s 
of age. Leaving the Co llege the youthful 
scholar entered Divinity Hall in Novembe r, 1805 , 
and completed hi s studies in 1808 . 

It was during his divinity years that a 
dramatic change took place within him; he 
developed new attitudes and ideas which he was 
to cherish and expound the rest of his long and 
distinguished career. In short, Burns became a 
committed evangelical, a position apparently at 
odds with that held by many of his fellow 
students. Only when this fact is grasped and 
fully understood can one make proper sense of 
the rest of his life. To be an evangelical 
meant, among other t .hings, that the Holy Bible 
and the doctrines contained therein became 
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personally accepted truths. The Virgin Birth, 
the Crucifixion and Resurrection, the Lord's 
Return, and above all, the need for personal, 
individual salvation provide the essential 
core of belief. To Burns and other evangelicals 
these were principles in which one believed 
with all the spiritual and intellectual strength 
one possessed and, in Burns' case, these were 
both considerable. He was licensed by 
Edinburgh Presbytery in March, 1810 and 
preached his first sermon at Cramond Church 
four days later on the text of Romans 1:16. 
That this was his first sermon text is signifi­
cant - it defines the man and the message. 
Sixteen months later Burns emerged victorious 
over three other candidates in Paisley and on 
19 July, 1811, was installed in his church 
there. 

The Paisley in which Burns settled and 
where he was to spend the next thirty-four 
years of his life was a bustling middle-sized 
(by Scottish standards) industrial city. It 
had several schools, the foremost being the 
Paisley Grammar School established in 1576, a 
newspaper, The Paisley Advertiser, a Public 
Library, a Philosophic Society of which Burns 
was later President, a Union Bank, a Chamber of 
Commerce in connection with Glasgow's distill­
eries and two Temperance Societies, a tobacco 
works, a facility to produce gas and a three 
and one-half mile railway to the Clyde. It 
also served as headquarters for the seventeen 
man Renfrewshire police force founded in 1840. 
There were a large number of churches in 
Paisley, Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Baptist, 
Wesleyan Methodist, and a wide variety of 
Presbyterian Churches representing the 
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Established, Relief, Burgher, Anti-Burcher, and 
Old Light Burgher factions, as well as a Gaelic 
Chapel. 

In economic terms, however, the major 
component of Burns' Paisley was the production 
of a wide variety of goods by the city's 
several thousand weavers. Working on their 
looms these industrious artisans gave the City 
its trademark, the Paisley shawl. The workers 
were primarily radicals or reformers politica l ly 
and Burns fitted in well here for he was a 
Liberal in politics, a member of the Mancheste r 
League, and - a strong advocate of both Free 
Trade and an extension of the franchise at a 
time when the Established Church supported the 
opposite position. 

On at least three occasions during Burns' 
time in Paisley the city was hard hit by 
economic depression; 1817-1822, late 1825 to 
early 1827, 1841-1843. In the years 1841-1843, 
sixty-seven of one hundred and twelve 
manufacturing firms collapsed, losing about 
750,000 pounds sterling, and in January, 1841, 
a Government inspector reported that twelve 
thousand, seven hundred and three out of a 
population of forty-eight thousand, four 
hundred and sixteen depended solely on relief 
funds for their survival. Furthermore, there 
were hard times in 1829, 1831 and 1837. As a 
committed Christian Burns was involved with 
these people each and every day but particular­
ly so during periods of economic crisis. 
During one ten to twelve year period he made 
four trips to London as a deputy "on behalf of 
suffering operatives", to plead their case and, 
on one occasion, in 1834, even spoke directly 
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to King William about the tragic plight of many 
of his fellow Paisleyites. 

The deeply genuine concern Burns felt for 
the temporal needs of men is evidenced by the 
fact that he wrote a number of books dealing 
with them and the i r difficulties. His 
Historical Dissertations on the Law and the 
Practice of Great Bri tain, and particularfy of 
Sco tland, with regard to the Poor was 
published in 1819. It was a highl y detailed 
s tudy of some three hundred and ninety-seven 
p ag es. His P lea for the Poo r was published; 
and in 1841 and~red on "The 
Reciprocal Duties of Employers and Employ ed" 
and "Restrictive Laws on Food and Trade tried 
by the test of Christianity". He was an 
advocate of a waterworks for Paisley so that 
all persons could have a ready access to a 
f resh water supply. He championed savings 
banks, "those useful institutions for saving 
the earnings of the poor" and was president of 
a number of emigration societies which sought 
t o e rase many families' temporal problems by 
f acilitating their passage to Canada, Australia, 
o r New Zealand. He served for many years as 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Paisley Infirmary and was also a manager of 
Hutcheson's Charity School. Obviously Burns 
was a Christian deeply involved with the 
temp oral needs of men - he was his brother's 
keep er in a myriad of ways; he was a complete 
Christian personality. 

On the purely religious side of things, 
Burns was an ideal minister. In Paisley his 
p a rish had some seven thousand inhabitants of 
a ll denominati o ns and thre e months afte r his 

147 



ROBERT BURNS 

ordinat i on he began a s ystematic pr og ramme of 
visitation. 11 Vi s iting i s the l i f e 1 s bl o od o f a 
s uccessful mini s try . If we d on't go to the 
people they won 1 t come t o us. 11 The se two 
succinct sentences are adequate summaries of an 
evangelical consciousness and they tell of a 
strong missionary sense which he developed both 
in Paisley and later in Canada; they also 
indicate good common sense. Weekly Bible 
classes were conducted by the energetic pastor 
and Sabbath Schools connected with his church 
included nearly one thousand persons - clear 
evidence of the power of God working through a 
remarkably receptive servant. For some twenty 
years he was Secretary of the Paisley and East 
Renfrewshire Bible Society ; he was connected 
with the Visitor and the Monitor, two tract 
societies; he was Secretary of the London 
Missionary Society and was ever an ardent 
advocate of any missionary enter prise of the 
Church of Scotland. He was particularl y fond 
of Dr. Duff, the "apostle of India 11

, a man who 
apparently embodied the missionary zeal of 
which he so strongly approved. 

Since he was so anxious to tell the " Good 
News 11 it is small wonder that had little time 
for the controlling Moderate faction of the 
Church of Scotland. Soon after settling in 
Paisley he began to write for the Christian 
Instructor, a publication which wa gea~ron 
tneModerates in every issue. The Christian 
Instructor was the literary arm of Tir. Andrew 
Thomson, a leader of the Evangelical Party. 
So telling were the ma gazine's articles 
a gainst the Moderate majority that the General 
Assembly passed resolutions, by a sing le vote, 
a gainst it in 1820; however, no action was 
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taken. For over two decades Burns contributed 
articles, book reviews and missionary 
correspondence to the Christian Instructor and 
for three years, 1828, 1829, 1840 he was the 
sole editor. Since he was a staunch mission­
ary evangelical it is no surprise to learn that 
Burns changed the name of the magazine to the 
Christian Instructor and Colonial Religious 
Re g ister. This publication is an important 
source for anyone wishing to investigate the 
efforts of Scottish evangelicals in British 
North America. 

While in Paisley, in addition to being a 
champ ion of the physical and spiritual needs of 

men, Burns was also active in other larger 
na ti ona 1 church concerns. "Dr. Burns was no 
intemperate partisan. He was no blind and 
bigoted defender of all that pertained to the 
'Venerable Establishment'. He was fully alive 
to her errors and defects, and in the spirit of 
a true reformer, bent all his energies to the 
setting in order the things that were wanting. 
His Essay on the Duties of the Eldership and 
Hintson EcclesTasCTcaf-Reform, furnish 
evidence of this. 11"7"'R.F. Burns, Life and Times 
of Rev. Robert Surns, D.D.) As a minister of 
~Kirk he laboured long and hard to secure 
its spiritual independence by the overthrow of 
the Patronage System, a major issue in the 
f amous Ten Years Conflict. He was a member of 
two deputations in 1834 to Earl Grey, the 
British Prime Minister, on the patronage issue 
a n d served on the Commons' Committee on 
Patrona ge of the same year. When the long 
b urning internal conflict of the Church finally 
erup ted in the great Disruption in 1843, Burns 
left the Established Church with some four 
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hundred and fift y-one others. At this point 
his life underwent a dramatic geographic 
reorientation - he now became a New World 
citizen. 

It was not by accident that Burns became a 
New World citizen as he had cl ose ties with the 
British North .America for several decades. 
Apart from bonds generated by those of his 
Paisley parish who had emigrated during the 
years of economic hardshi p , he was closel y 
attached to the 1~ew World through his brother, 
the Reverend George Burns, who s pent f ourteen 
years (1817-1831) as minister of St. Andrews 
Church, St. John, New Brunswick. In addition, 
he maintained and confirmed his interest in the 
Scottish emigrants through a truly remarkable 
or ganization, t he Glas gow Colonial Society. A 
central ~r ob lem f acing the emigrants as well as 
their co~cern fo r survival was the lack of 
ordained ministers who c ould lead them in 
religious services; this i s the problem to 
which the Society addressed itsel f . 

Assisted by other Evan gelicals f rom in and 
around Glasgow, Bu rns ca lled a mee t ing whi ch 
was held at the city 's Trades' Hal l on April 15, 
1825, with the Earl of Dalhou s i e , t h e 0 ove rno r 
Ge ne ral in attendance. Th e resoluti on be fo re 
the assemb l y wa s "That this meeti n g c o ntemp lat e , 
with dee p intere s t, the moral and reli g i ous 
wants of the Scottish settlers in many parts of 
British Ilorth .America, and res o lve that a 
s ociety should be f ormed in this c ity and 
neighbourhood, with the view of promoting their 
i mpr ov ement by means of ministers, cat e chist s , 
and schoo lmasters, to be sent t o them, and by 
such o ther means a s may be f ound ex pedient. 11 
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Thi s r eso luti on wa s ca rri e d unani mo us ly , a nd 
t h e Socie t y f o r me d was call ed "The Soci e t y (in 
c onnecti on with The Es ta b li s he d Church of 
Sc o tland) f o r pr omo ti ng the r e li g i ous int e r es t s 
o f Scotti s h se ttl e r s in Briti s h North Arne rica", 
or, " The Glasgo w Co l onial Soci e t y " f or short. 
At thi s f ounding s ess ion Burns wa s desi gnate d 
" Pr i nci pal Se cre t a r y ". And s o ye t ano the r time ­
co ns umin g tas k was add e d to the alr e ady he avy 
duti es of the Doctor; that thi s ne w desi g­
na ti on wa s a ge nuine labour of l ove did no t in 
a ny way l ess en it s obli gations but rather 
wo rked in the opp os it e d i r ection. 

The Society 's life wa s r e stricted to fifteen 
y ears (1825-1 840) but by 1835 it had already 
se nt out upwards of f o rty ordained Presbyterian 
c 1 e rgyrnen to British No rth America ac cording to 
Burns. An average of four men per year for the 
first ten year s may se em a minimal effort but 
considering Scotland's economic and religious 
c limate it re p resented no small effort. Since 
t he Society pledged itself to defray the full 
co sts of the outfit and passage of selected 
mis s ionaries and to as s i s t in the support of 
c atechists and purchas e of "reli g ious books, 
c atechisms, confessions of faith, tracts, and 
pamphlets to be distributed in the colonies", 
mo ney was a prime concern. Men like the 
Pat r on (the Earl Dalhousie) donated liberally 
bu t s till shortages existed which had to be 
made up from the voluntary contributions of 
interested commoners throughout Scotland, and 
these commoners were often poor themselves. To 
r aise funds Burns undertook extensive tours 
t hroughout the land, speaking in numerous 
t owns and cities on the work of the Society and 
ma k ing small but important collections as he 
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went along. These journeys were long and 
difficult but neces sary, h e felt, if the Faith 
was to take root in North America. No t o nly 
wa s he Chief Secretary but also chief "re cruit­
ing officer", (for new ministers} chief "book 
buyer 11 {for Church libraries}, and chief 
everything else. Burns was, in fact, the"soul" 
driving force. To verify such a conclusion one 
need only study the later issues of the 
Christian Instructor and Colonial Religious 
Register or wade tJirough the Society's Corre­
spondence, most of which was addressed to 
Dr. Robert Burns. Strong bonds developed 
between the Doctor and North American Presby­
terians during the fifteen year life of the 
Society and these bonds were vitalized and 
personalized with his voyage of 1844. 

On Monday, 8 January , 1844, Burns sai l ed 
from Liverpool with Dr. Willi am Cunningham to 
the New World; they we r e on a fund rai si n g 
expedition f or the new Fre e Churc h. The trip 
had two distinct part s ; the fir st wa s a 
j ourney thr ou gh the Unite d State s t o New York 
City, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Richmond, 
Fredericksburg and other centres: the second 
was a two month trip Burns made alone through 
the British North American cities and towns of 
Niagara, Toronto, Hamilton, York Mills, Cobourg, 
Grafton, Kingston, Brockville, Prescott, 
Cornwall, Lachine, Montreal, Quebec, Pictou, 
New Glasgow, Charlottetown, Dartmouth and 
Halifax. This trip took two months to complete, 
a fact not surprising since travel was difficult 
and Burns preached so often on the way. Overall 
this New World adventure had a great effect on 
Burns; he was upset at slave auctions in the 
American South; he was interested in the 
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American politica l process, meeting Governor 
Armstrong (Mass.) Daniel Webster, President 
Tyler and hearing Crittenden, Buchanan and 
J.Q. Adams speak. 

In ge ne r a l h e was bo th e nc oura ged and 
d i sgu s t e d b y v a ri ou s fac e t s of Ame rican life 
h e viewe d. Regard i n g hi s Cana dian tr av e l s he 
was le ss out spoke n bu t sp rink l e d throughout hi s 
Diary are words like "met many friends", 
11 interesting meetings", "good prospects", 
"meeting successful", "fine opportunity", 
"active committee met me", "much kindness", 
words which appear to indicate a degree of 
general satisfaction. Burns left Halifax on 
the Britannia, 3 June, 1845, and reached home 
five months after his departure, only to turn 
around soon and leave Scotland once again. 

Burns' Paisley congregation could have had 
no way of knowing that only a few months would 
pass before he left them again, for good. 
Being an eloquent and enthusiastic speaker 
Burns was able powerfully to present the Free 
Church case on his North American tour. That 
this is so is evident in the action of a group 
of communicants at St. Andrew's Church, Toronto, 
who left the Established Church and worshipped 
under the Rev. James Harris. As Harris soon 
retired, his congregation which had taken the 
name of Knox Church, sent an urgent call to 
Burns in Paisley. The Doctor decided to come 
to Toronto although it was not an easy 
decision to make. His new church building in 
Paisley had just opened and his work there was 
going quite well. Furthermore, he had been in 
Paisley for all his adult life and had built up 
a storehouse of friends and memories. Still he 
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saw the great possibilities of evangelism in 
Canada and, being above all else an active 
missionary soul, he could not i gnore the call. 
He preached hi s farewell sermon on Sunday, 
23 March, 1845, using the text of II Corinthians 
12:11. On the following Saturday he and his 
famil y left on a six weeks ship voyage to the 
New Wor 1 d, where he was inducted into the char ge 
of Knox Church, Toronto on 23 May , 1845. It is 
inte r es ting to note that on that same day h e 
formally id en tifi ed himself with the Tempe rance 
Movement - he had not been a t eetota ll e r in 

Scot1 and. 

Before his departure, Burns was ha rd at wor k 
ga thering a library of two t o thr ee thousand 
Volumes f o r the new Free Church Semina r y in 
Toront o , Knox College. While on hi s No rth 
American trip the previou s year Burns h ad 
visited Kingston and talked with six students 
of the relatively new Queen's College who told 
him they intended to leave the Established 
Church and join the Free Church movement. This 
was an interesting development since Burns had 
been calling for the development of an 
educational facility (Queen ' s ) in Canada for 
years in the Christian Instructor. Now it 
seemed he was actively engaged in working for 
a Free Church institution, a compl ete reversal. 

From May, 1845 un ti 1 June 1856, Burns was 
pastor at Knox Church. When he arrived in 
May there were two hundred and forty-five 
communicants but by December, 1845, there were 
one thousand and sixty-four communicants, a 
clear indication of the Doctor's effective, 
always personal, evangelistic efforts. When 
the Synod of the Free Church me t in Cobourg, 
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May, 1845 , Burns was unanimously chosen 
Mode rat o r and the following year was made 
Conv e n o r of the Synod' s Vi s itation Committee . 
Naturally, Burns did most of the visiting 
h imself. Winter was his favourite season for 
mis s io n ary travel; sitting in a horse drawn 
s l eigh , warm in his bearskin coat and hat, he 
t r a vel led all over Canada West, Canada East and 
the Maritimes attempting in a valiant way to 
compen sate for the drastic ministerial shortage 
wh ich existed. (There were thirty stations to 
fil l in the Toronto Presbytery in 1846 and Burns 
and Rintoul were the only ministers availablel) 
Be ing a missionary-pastor had its problems; 
once while walking in the woods in his bearski n 
outf it he was almost shot by hunters who, quite 
r ea sonably, mistook him for a bear. While on 
h is way to Durham, Ontario, the horses bolted 
and nearly dumped him into the Saugeen River 
and , on another occasion, he survived a train 
derail ment. Be ing a missionary was not a 
comfortable way of life but, as he himself 
s tate d " every colonial minister must be, to a 
g r e at er or l esser extent a missionary; and 
the t ime devoted to the mission field is by no 
me ans l ost, even to the congregation more 
immedi ate ly his own. A missionary spirit is 
f a v ou r a bl e to active effort in every way; and 
an a ffec t ionate flock will lose nothing by 
ex tr a e v angelistic labours on the part of their 
pastor." Bu rns was involved directly in the 
Red Ri v er Community with the Cree Indian s of 
Saska tc h ewan and t he Chatham settlement of 
f r eed Ame r i c an black slaves for which he raised 
fo u r thousand dollars in England. 

When Knox Co ll ege wa s opened in No v embe r, 
I G41.J_, in the Toronto h ome o f Re v. He nry Ess on , 
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Burns was not present. However, when he 
arrived in the City he was soon involved in 
the new college. He lectured on Church History 

and Apologetics. Burns' years at Knox were 
among his most productive; he gathered books 
for the Library and secured theological texts 
for students at reduced rates; he counselled 
and encouraged young students; he made trips 
thoughout Canada West and Britain to raise 
money for the college and always displayed his 
own unique blend of scholarship, humility and 

Christian charity. 

It is a difficult task indeed to write a few 
concluding remarks on Robert Burns simply 
because his career had so many strands of 
interest in it. The one central core around 
which all the others were woven was, of course, 
his clear and unequivocal evangelical stand. 
As Canadian Presbyterians we are all in his 
debt for major efforts he made on our behalf. 
The articles he wrote for the Christian 
Instructor and Colonial Religious Register 
argued the cause of Presbyterian in British 
North America in clear and precise terms. He 
saw the need for an institution of higher 
learning for Presbyterian "Canadians " and 
expressed his concern over this issue as early 
as 1829, some years before Queen's received its 
Charter. In addition, Burns took a keen 
interest in Dalhousie College, Halifax. Such 
efforts are reflections of his own high 
intellectual standards. A brief look at the 
contributions of Queen's and Dalhousie 
Universities through the years should serve to 
augment our appreciation of Burns. 

Furthermore, there seems little doubt that 
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his work through the Glasgow Colonial Society 
and his eventual emigration to Toronto provided 
much stimulation to the Presbyterian community. 
His continual travels through British North 
America as missionary and pastor were also of 
critical importance. Burns wrote and edited 
over forty historical and religious works 
during his long and distinguished career and 
having done so must have increased his stature 
in his adopted Canadian community. However, 
how can we estimate his influence as expressed 
throu2h the many students to whom he lectured 
and counselled at Knox College? The answer is 
simp ly that we cannot. 

When Burns visited Scotland in 1868 he was 
warmly greeted by many old friends and 
acquaintances. The Free Church Moderator, 
Rev. Wi 11 i am Nixon said "With deepest sentiments 
o f res p ect, esteem and thankfulness to the God 
of a ll g rac e , t o the God of our life and the 
l e n g th of our days , we welcome this renewed 
vi s it of s uch a vete r a n of our church, and of 
o ne whom we have been long familiar with from 
our y outh, as one of the ablest, most accom­
p lished, and most active and laborious of our 
ministers, and the most devoted and effective 
o f all loving friends of Presbyterianism and 
true religion in the Dominion of Canada." This 
statement is a not unrealistic summary of 
Robert Burns. 

Burns knew genuine disappointment and 
agonizing grief during his lifetime, particular­
l y when four of his children died in a 
relatively short space of time. Yet he perse­
v e red in the Faith and always took inspiration 
and strength from the promises of his Lord. 
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When he died on 19 Au gust, 1869 he was mourned 
by many ; for a power in the Church had gone. 
The comment of Rev. John Smith of Grafton is a 
fittin g summary of his contribution: "He did 
for the Pre sbyterian Church in the British 
Provinces what no other man could do. We o we 
much t o him under God. He loved his church -
he knew every corner of the church, and his 
life was bound u p in the success of the cause 
of God in the Dominion." 
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Cairine Raey Mackay \Vil son 
Canada's First Woman Senator 

by Flora M . Blais 

On February 14th, 1930 , the country wa s 
electrified with the news that the Rt . Hon . 
William Lyon Mackenzie Kin g , the Prime Minister 
had announced that Mrs. No r ma n Wil son, hou se ­
wi fe and mother of eigh t children had been 
appointed to the Senate of Canada. 

Cairine Raey Mac Kay wa s b o rn in Montreal, 
P.Q., on the 4th of Feb ruary, JABS, the yo un g ­
est daught e r of Robert MacKay and hi s wif e 
Jane Bapti s t. Her father was born in Cai thness, 
Seo tl. and and emi g rated to Montrea 1 in 1855 at 
the age of 14. He r mother, also o f Scotti s h 
ancestry, wa s born in Trois Riviere s, P. Q . 
where her father , Geor~e Bapti s t wa s a pionee r 
lumberman. Robert Mackay j oi n ed the who l esa l e 
dry-goods firm of hi s uncl e Jo se ph Macl~ay . He 
g raduall y b e came o ne o f the mo s t we althy and 
influential bus ine ss man in Montreal, and wa s 
report ed to be more sought af ter as a director 
at that time than any other man in Canada. Hi s 
direct o rates alone mad e a formidabl e li s t am o n g 
them being the Canadian Pacific Railway and th e 
Bank of Montreal. 

~ The daughter who became Canada ' s fir s t 
woman Senator was rear ed in an atmosphere o f 
ru gged Scots Liberali sm in a s taunch Presby t e r-

162 



CAIRINE RAEY MACKAY WILSON 

i an family. She acquired her interest in 
po litic s at an e arly age at home where live ly 
d i s cussi ons of world events was a par t of eve r y­
day life. Cairine became as familiar with the 
wri t ing s of the great Liberal r efo rme r s of the 
pa s t -- Fox a nd Bright, Glad s tone and Morl ey, 
as s he wa s with the Shorter Catechi sm . 

She wa s educa t ed at the select Misses 
Symme r s and Smith ' s Schoo l and l a t e r a tt e nd e d 
the Trafa 1 ga r Institute which wa s generally 
r eqa rded as the most eff ici e nt and exclusive 
11 finishing sch ool " in Montreal fo r English -
s peaki n g g .i rl. s. She became fluently bilingual, 
an acc omp li s hme nt that p r oved v e ry use ful to 
her in lat e r years . 

In 190 1, Robert MacKay, wh o wa s a gr ea t 
friend and admirer of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, wa s 
appo inted to the Se nat e. Senator MacKay was a 
fa ithful attendant and became an outstanding 
figure in the Sena t e . He frequently br ought 
his daughter with him to Ottawa and s he be ­
came v e r y famJ liar with th e proceedings in 
bo th the Hou se of Commons a nd the Senate. 
Ca irine Mac Kay wa s the gu es t of Sir Wilfrid and 
Lady Lauri e r wh en s he a tt e nded the eventful 
ba ll at Government House that brought Norman 
Wilson into h e r lif e. He was a t that time 
Me mbe r o f Parliament for Russell County and a 
fa rme r in the vi t ! age of Cumberland , Ontari o . 
He had been e l ec t ed t o Par liamen t in 1904 
when hi s brother-in-law w.c. Edward s , the form­
e r membe r, wa s e l e va t ed t o the Se nate, but he 
retired af t er four years in the House of 
Commons . 
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Cairine MacKay and No r man F . Wil so n we re 
married i n Montreal on February 24 th, 1909 
and went to Rockland , Ontario to li v e whe r e 
her husband was manaqer of the W.C. Edwards 
Lumber Mill. The ne; t few years we r e v e ry busy 
ones for Mrs . Wil son as six of the eight child­
ren were b orn in Rockl a nd. She became involve d 
in the communitv and church a nd as the Fir s t 
World War was i n progress, organi ze d and was 
in charge of the Red Cr oss wor k done in the 
village. Senator MacKay died i n 19 16 l e aving 
hi s daughter very we a lthy. As wel l a s money, 
she inherited busi ness sk ill s from he r fathe r 
enabling her to manage h e r own affa ir s . 

In 1920 the Wi ls on farni l y moved to Ottawa 
where Norman Wil so n engaged in business . 
Women had now be e n g iven the complete franchi se 
and very quickly Cairine Wil son was drawn int o 
public life as jo int president of the Ea s t-
ern Ontario Liberal Assoc i a t ion . She tra v e ll ed 
all ove r East e rn Ont a ri o speaking on behalf of 
the Liberal Candidates i n the elec ti on of 192 1 
that brou ght the Libe ral s t o power with Willi a m 
Lyon Mackenzie Kin g as Prime Min is t e r. Tha t 
same year a group of pr om ine nt Ottawa Lib e r a l 
women, including Lad y Laurier, were the 
committee, wi th Mrs. Wil son as chai rman, that 
planned the very s uccessful Annual Meeting of 
the Eastern Ontario Lib e r a l Ass oci a ti on. 

Shortly afterward s thi s same c ommi tte e of 
women met to discuss the forma ti on of a Libe ral 
Club for women in Ottawa. Thi s Club , th e 
Ottawa Women' s Liberal Club, was organized on 
February 14th, 1922 with Mr s . Norman Wil so n as 
its first president. The purpose of the club 
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was to help in secur ing and maintaining good 
gov e rnment by the advocacy and support of 
Liberal political p rinciple s; the study of the 
history of the people and the resources of 
Canada, and the encou ragement of the spirit of 
a broad Canadian nationality. Their aim also 
wa s to assist in the formation of similar 
clubs for men, women and youth. They issued 
a book l e t out l i nin g the s teps to be taken in 
s tarting a Lib e ral Club, s uggestions for a 
dra ft con s tituti on a nd quotations from politi­
ca l writers and par liame ntary l e aders. Mrs. 
Wil son wrote th e preface of the booklet with 
an arpeal to women t o 11 organize clubs to 
e nco urage, nourish, bui ld u p and swell the body 
of public opin i on that favors progress". She 
r ecogn iz ed the new power and re sponsibility 
t ha t women had been gi ven with the granting of 
t he franchi se . In thi s pr eface she outlined 
thi n gs s he f e lt that women could do such as 
u s ing the i r power to promo te legislation that 
would benefit the greatest number of people. 
He r chief concern was for mothers separated 
f r om thei r childre n through poverty, the eld­
e rl y , the discrepancy between prices paid to 
the p roducer (farmer ) and the pric es paid by 
the cons ume r, the need for all peoples to work 
t og e ther to build a nation worthy of inher­
i tance . She also s ug ges ted that before long a 
fede rati on of Libera l Clubs would be formed, 
one in each of the Provinces and a National 
Fede ration for the whole Dominion of Canada. 

The id ea of the formation of a Federation 
wa s gathe ring momentum and at a meeting in the 
Pa rliament Buildings of the wives and daughters 
of Liberal Members of Parliament together with 
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representative women of the city of Ottawa 
~eld on May 16th, 1923 , the proposal wa s heart­
ily endorsed. A further meeting held on June 
2nd, 19?3 with Prime Min i s t er Mac ke n z ie King, 
over 100 Liberal Member s of Parliament a nd 
Senators to ge ther with their wive s and daught­
ers, joined with about 200 Liberal men a nd ' women 
of Ottawa in launching thi s new movement. A 
re so lution wa s unanimously adoped of a pproval 
and a committee se t u p for the pur pose of 
encouraging the formation of a Liberal Club in 
every locality throu ghout the country and the 
formation of nine Provincial Federat i ons. The 
year 1925 was s u gges ted as a goa l fo r the 
assembling of delegates in Ottawa to form thi s 
National Fede r at i on . 

However it wa s April, 1928 that the fir s t 
National Assemb ly of Libera l women of Canada 
was held. When the Assemb l y met, the name s of 
150 women wer e on vari ou s committees. Mr s . 
Charles H. Thorburn chaired the original mee t­
ing. Mrs. Norman Wil son was the central f o rce 
and inspiration in the whole organi z ation 
which adG>pt ed the name "The National Fede rati on 
of Liberal Women"of Canada". The first pr es i­
dency went, not to the f ound er -or ganize r who 
preferred to s tay in the background, but t o 
the Hon. Mary Ellen Smith, M.L.A. for British 
Columbia. 

It wa s at that mee ting tha t a committee 
was formed to s tart a Leagu e of Youth and und e r 
the leader s hi p of Mr s . Wil son, they encoura ged 
the organi zation o f the Twentieth Century 
Libe ral As s ociation in 1930 . The Wi I s on home 
was a lways open t o bo th youth and ideas and i t 
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was her e that the f ounding mee t ing was he ld 
with h e r own famil y a nd the ir fri e nd s as a 
nucleus . On h e r own initiative , Mr s . Wil s on 
se n t s tr eams of young peop le acro ss the c ountry 
to do political field work and s tudy the needs 
and opportuniti es of Canada . The r e a r e many 
mature Canadians today who l ea rned f r om Cai rine 
Wi lson h ow to combine politica l enthu s i asm with 
a sense of public re s:oo ns ibility . In he r own 
mind the two qualiti es we r e inseparable . 

During thi s pe ri od Mr s . Wi ! son was ac t­
i v e ly engaged in rai s in g her five daught e r s 
a nd thr ee s ons , two of her children having been 
bo rn after the Wi l sons mov ed t o Ott a wa . He r 
i nt e re s t s were many and v aried. She se rved 
fo r a t ime as Pre s id e nt of the Women ' s Canadia n 
C lub of Ott awa, wa s on the Boa r d of the Che l sea 
Cl ub, activel y engaged in wor k with the Y.W.C.A. 
a nd the Welfare Bureau. There was no good 
cause, particularl y r e lating to women and chil d­
re n, which did not have her devot ed support and 
he l p . Regardl ess of h e r outside int e r es t s her 
hu s band, childre n a nd home we re the foca l point 
o f her l i f e . He r s umme r s we re s pent w i th he r 
f ami l y at their s ummer home i n St . Andrews, N.B. 
Mr s . Wil so n was a go l fer of no t e and spen t as 
muc h time as possib l e on the li nks at the Roya l 
Ot t a wa . 

At th is time in Alberta, fi ve wome n were 
wo r k in g ex treme l y hard t o have women declared 
" pe r s ons ", which would ope n the way for a woman 
to be appoin t e d to the Senate . 

These five pi onee r women, headed by Judge 
Emi l y Murphy, t oo k the plea for the admis s ion of 
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women to the Senate t o the hi gh es t court, Hi s 
Ma jes ty's Privy Counci l in Eng l and. The Pr i vy 
Council's deci sion ac knowled gi ng women as 
"persons" within the meaning of the Briti s h 
North American Act wa s given in Octobe r , 19?9 . 
This decision set aside the contrary j ud gme n t 
of the Supreme Court of Canada in April, 192 8 . 
The way was now open for the appointment that 
f o 11 owed. 

On February 15 th, 1930, the Prime Minister, 
the Rt. Hon. William Lyon Mac ke n zie Ki n g, made 
the announcement that he had app o inted Mr s . 
Norman Wilson to the Senate of Canada. Mrs. 
Wil son thus became the first woman ev e r t o h av e 
been appointed to a second chamber within the 
Commonwealth. By association, training and 
aptitude she was eminently s uitable and the 
appointment wa s a po pular one. Mr. Ki n g had 
be en quick t o r ecogni ze the ability s he posses s ­
ed. She had every qua lificati on f or pub! ic 
life - tenacity, a hi ghly char ge d se nse of 
public r es ponsibility and a great tal e nt for 
or gani zation. She had from her youth onwa r d a 
deep sense of the r espon s ibilit ie s of wea lth 
and she neve r spared her se lf in the promoti on 
of a cause that appealed to her. 

Th is tall, s lim, dar k-haired, blue - eye d 
woman had tremendou s energy and d rive . She 
gave freely of her time and money to a wide 
variety of philanthropic or gani zati ons . Fo r 
many years s he wa s Pre s iden t of the Ottawa 
Welfare Bureau, th e Ottawa Y.W.C.A. and Vic e ­
Pr es ident of the Victorian Order of Nur ses . 
She was Pre s ident of the Ott a wa branch of the 
Save the Children Fund and Chairman of the 
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Canadian Committee for Czechoslovakian Refugees. 
She worked hard to organize the Ottawa Neigh­
bourhood Services in 1932 and acted as its 
President for several years. This is a self­
s u pp orting philanthropic organization whose 
c hi e f objective is to provide employment 
oppo rtuniti es for the handicapped and the needy. 
Sh e was a member of the Zonta Club and actively 
s up po rted th e St. John's Ambulance and the 
Sa lvation Army . She served as President of the 
Na tional Federation of Liberal Women of Canada 
from 1934 until 1947 with the exce p tion of the 
wa r ye ars when their activities were suspended 
f o r th e duration. 

Senator Wil son 's fir s t speech in the Senate 
Cha~be r was secondin g the addre ss in reply to 
the speech from the throne. Speal{ i ng fir s t in 
Frenc h 8nd then in English he r v o ice wa s clear, 
e ffo rtl es s and s howed no signs of nervous ne ss . 
This first s pe ech of a woman member on the 
floo r of th e Canadian Senate wa s a triu~ph not 
on l y for h e r se lf , but for the womanhood of the 
Dominion . 

In the y ea rs that followed she proved that 
s he could make a valuabl e contribution to the 
wo r k o f the Sen ,it e a nd ec1 rned the r e spect of 
he r fel l ow memhe r s . She became a ve ry compe­
t e nt de bater but was ca reful to r es trict he r 
spee c hes to s ubjects like women ' s ri ghts and 
social reforms in which s he had a s pecial 
i nte r est. She belonged t o the l ef t wing of her 
pa rty in her views on so cial and e conomic prob­
lems, and she fou ght hard for old age pensi ons 
a nd family allowanc es . 
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Se na t o r Wi l son was a great be l ieve r i n the 
League of Na ti on s and be came t he fir s t a nd 
onl y Pr es i de nt of the Le agu e o f Na t io n s Socie t y . 
In May , 19 3L1 she-, s tr ong ly defend e d the Lea gue 
of Na t io ns i n t he Sena t e wh en a p roposa l was 
made tha t Ca nada s h ou ld wit h draw. She fel t 
tta t i f th e manufacture of e1 r rnamen t !; was d i s ­
c ont i nued, wa r s mi ght cease . I n her p l ea f o r 
suppo rt of the Leag ue s he l is t ed some of the 
accomp li s hme nt s t o da t e, s uc h as t he wor l< o f 
th e League t owa r d the c u r t ai l me n t of th e op ium 
tr a ff ic, th e tr af f ic i n women and c h i l dre n a nd 
I n t e rna t iona l meas ur es to p r omo t e c h i l d we l far e . 

Alth ou gh s he adm ir ed Mr . Macken z ie Ki n g ' s 
s kil l s r1 s a l eade r , s he d i d no t let na rti s an­
s h ip b l i nd he r t o hi s fault s a nd e rr o r s , and in 
1938, as Pr es i de nt of the Leag u e of Na ti ons 
Soc i e t y, s he t ook s ha r p is s ue wi th h im in a 
pub lic s t a t eme nt , with the bl ess in g tha t Mr . 
Kin g ha d g ive n to the oac t of Muni c h a nd d e clar­
ed tha t it was " a c ap itul a ti on t o fo rc e ". 

He r g r ea t es t ac h ie ve me nt , some th i n g s he 
wil 1 a lways be r e membe r ed f o r by the s c o r es of 
peop l e s he helped , was he r wor k with th e r e ­
fu gees . He r sympa the t ic and huma nit a r ia n 
r esponse t o the r e fu gees fl ee in g f r om Sude t a n­
l a nd wa s t o c a rry t o comp l e ti on t h e fo rma ti on 
of the Ca nad ian Na ti ona l Committee on Re fu gees . 
Th is or ga ni za ti on g r e w unti 1 i t spanned the 
Domin i on. Sena tor Wil so n n ev e r l os t a n oppo r­
tunity to s peak t o vari ou s or ga n iza t io ns acr oss 
the country enl is t i n g the ir s up port in pe tition­
ing the Governme nt t o ope n i t s doors t o the 
r e fu gees . She c a rri ed the ba ttl e int o the c o­
rr i dor s and off i c es of Parli ame nt wag ing it a t 
a t i me whe n those in Gov e rnmen t who c lun g t o 
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the illusion that Adolph Hitler was no more 
than a rather s tupid peasant. Many of these 
refugees h ad skills and education to con­
tribut e to the g rowth of the commerce of Can­
ada . Many were skilled farm workers, educators, 
doctor s , business men . Some fact o ry owners had 
bee n far sighted enough t o s hip machinery and 
cas h out of their na tive countries, one jump 
a head of Hitler. Appeals to the Prime Minister 
we re referr ed to th e Hon. T.A . Cre rar, Mi ni s t e r 
of Mines and re s ources, under whose department 
fe ll the r esponsibil ity for Immigrati on. She 
cornered Cabi n e t Ministers and Members of Par-
I iament alike and inevitably made a nui sance 
of hers e lf until s he achieved her goa l and 
Canada opened h er doors to the fir s t of the re­
fugee s from Czechoslovakia. Amo ng thes e fir s t 
refugees wa s the famous glove-maker Louis Fi schl 
who se ttl ed a t Presc ott , Ontari o and Th oma s 
Ba ta, the shoe manufactur e r. Loui s Fi s chl 
b rought several o the r families with him and set­
tl e d the m on farm s in the Prescott district. 
They p r oceeded t o r aise goa t s t o pr ovi de kid 
s k ins for the glove factory. Thomas Bata's s hoe 
fac tory was converted into a factory to manu­
f acture armaments durinri the latter part of the 
war. 

The pr oblem of refugee children wa s one of 
the chief concerns of the Committee. The 
Government fin a ll y agreed to admit 100 British 
children, but only if sponsors and homes could 
be found for them. Senator Wil so n a ppeale d 
nationally f o r peop l e t o offer homes for the se 
c hildren or t o contribute money for thei r trans­
po rtation and se ttl ement. The appeal met with 
i n s tant r espo nse and thes e childre n we r e soo n 
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on their way to Canada. They were just the 
first of many that eventually came here to 
escape the bombing in England. The Hon. T.A. 
Crerar called a Dominion-Provincial Conference 
to consider the whole refugee children problem. 
After the invasion of Norway, Holland, Belnium 
and France an offer had been made to the 
British Government to take refu~ee children from 
these countries as well as British children when 
the British Government approved of their move­
ment. 

The work of the Committee on Refugees 
continued as case after case of people strand­
ed in neutral countries such as Spain came to 
their attention. In every case the Committee 
came to the rescue. Money was provided for 
their transportation through appeals to or­
ganizations. The children's art class under 
Arther Lismer, at the National Art Gallery held 
a poster contest to raise money. 

In 1942 there were 1,500 refugees of 
European countries, many of them Jewish, herd­
ed into internment camps in Quebec. They had 
been rounded up in Great Britain when war broke 
out in 1939 and been sent over from there. 
Among their number were JOO young people of 
student age as well as scientists, engineers, 
doctors, teachers and skilled farm workers. 
Most of these people were innocent refugees 
from Hitler's barbarism and could have been 
admitted normally had they had some guarantors 
in Canada to accept responsibility for them. 
The Committee encouraged the Government to take 
a more sympathetic attitude as they felt these 
refugees could give useful service to Canada. 
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Working quietly, they won the admiration of 
obse rve r s on Parliament Hill with the concre t e 
r esults of their work. Individual cases were 
s tudi ed and r efugee s with c e rtain skills we r e 
channel e d in the right direction. Stud e nts with 
the right acad emic qu a lific a tions and sp ons or s 
were enrolled in th e Unive r si ties. Many more 
re fu gee s fr om a l l th e occu p ied countri es, in­
cl udin g ma ny J ewi s h, French and Polich people, 
fo und the ir way to Ca nada in the months to 
fo ll ow. Sena tor Wilson became known as the 
"Mo the r of Refugees". For her work f or French 
childr e n, France crea t ed he r a Knight of the 
Leg ion o f Honor in 1950 . 

Sena t or Wilson fought all h e r lif e for what 
s he c ons idered t o be worthy causes , th e rights 
of wome n i n Quebec , and t o be tt e r the l o t of 
wome n ge ne rally~ She had many fir s t s t o her 
c r e di t beside s being Canada ' s fir s t woman 
Se nator. She was Canada' s first women delegate 
t o the IJth General Assembly of the United Na­
t io ns a s we ll as havin g been th e first and only 
Pr es id e nt of the Leagu e of Nations Society. In 
1955 s he was the first woma n t o occupy the 
Spe aker' s Chair in the Sena t e whe n the regular 
Speake r, the Hon. Wishar t Robertson was ill. 
Re por t s were that s he carried out this duty 
like s h e did ev erythin g e lse with skill, e ffi­
cie ncy a nd charm. 

Senator Wil son was a Dame of Grace in the 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem and was awarded 
th ree Honor a ry Degrees: the L.L.D. from Qu een' s 
Uni ver s ity, the D.C.L. fr om Acadia Unive rsity 
a nd a de gree from the only Univers ity for the 
de a f on th e North .American Contine nt in Wash-
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ington, D.C. All her life she had a special 
sympathy and understanding f o r the deaf. Her 
great-uncle Joseph MacKay had f ounded and en­
tirely endowed the MacKay Institute for the 
Deaf in Montreal about 1870. Over the years 
the MacKay family ha s taken a very special 
interest in the Institute and a member of the 
family has sat o n th e Bo ard of Dir e ctors con­
tinuously since then. 

Back of everything s h e did was her faith 
in God. It was a simple faith, nurtured by her 
strict Presbyterian upbringing . She believed 
that God created all me n e qual no matt e r 
their race ot colour. She wa s a tireless wo rk­
er for her church , St. Andrew' s in Ottawa, 
where she wa s Honourary Vic e -Pres ident of the 
Women's Guild. She had b ee n an e xecutive 
member of the Mi ss ions Bo ard o f th e Presbyt e r­
ian Church dn Canada and a me mb e r of the Can­
adian Coucil of Churche s . In 1956 s he ener ge ­
tically headed a campai g n to r a i se fund s for 
"Armagh", the Pre s b y terian Home for Unmarri e d 
Mother s . 

She ? a ssed away on Saturd ay, March 3rd, 
1962 at th e a g e of 77. He r loss was f e lt dee p ­
ly thr ou ghtout the country. She r ep res e nted 
the very fine s t in Canadian womanhood with her 
out s t a nd i n g se rvice t o the peopl e of Canada. 
Trul y o ne of th e g reat women of the twe ntieth 
century . 

Ca irin~ Wil so n will long b e remembered 
for the wa r mth of h e r pe r so n a lity, for her 
kindness and gene rosi t y . No one had more true 
fri e nd s a nd they came fr om all walk s o f life . 
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They will remembe r he r a s a woman happy a s a 
wife and mother. The y will remembe r he r beau­
tiful home uTh e Ma no r Houseu in Rockcl.iff e 
Park with it s s pacious grounds overl ooking the 
Ottawa River where she ga thered he r family and 
friends around her after church on a Sunday. 
Or they will r e member he r love of fl owe r s a nd 
her generosity in s haring them with he r host 
of friends. 

The followin g poe m that s he had framed on 
her office wall in the Se nate might be a fitt­
ing epitaph: 

To steel our soul s a gains t the lus t of eas e 
To find our welfar e in the gene ral good 
To hold togethe r, me r g ing all de gree s 
In one wid e brothe rh ood. 
To teach that h e wh o s aves hims elf i s lo s t 
To bear in silence though our hearts may bleed 
To spend ourselves and ne ve r count the cost 
for others great e r need. 
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Ella Mutchmor Thorburn 
Lady Extraordinary of Ottawa 

A tribute by Charlotte Whitton 

(with permission of the O ttawa Journal) 

Ella Mutchmore Thorburn was mo re than a 
link with the old Ottawa. She wa s part of it 
as it was part of her. She was not, s he u se d 
to say, of "Bytown, the mi 1 i tary town of the 
Royal Engineers as they built the canal; " s h e 
was of the real Ottawa, the great old timb e r 
town. "Slabtown" s he called i t and glorified 
in the name by which matur e Montreal, ari s to­
cratic Kingston, aspiring Tor onto e xpres s ed 
their contempt for it. 

11 Never mind", she would say, "the timber­
men in those days made the Government and the 
Government made Slabtown the Capital - - the 
Government, and, or course, the Queen." She 
herself was exactly the s ame age as the Dominion 
she loved, born in the same twelvemonth. 

It is hard to think of that jesting robust 
vigor, that nimble wit, that sheer exuberance 
of life now still, and gathered into some 
strength beyond our sight. All Ottawa will 
miss her for, over many years, she was this 
city's most useful citizen. 

Mr s. Thorburn was one of a remarkable 
familty of seven daughters and one son of Alex­
ander Mutchmor and his wife, Dorinda Ball. 
Their family home was set back in extensive 
grounds on the banks of the Canal. It is today 
the Protestant Home for the Aged and, even yet, 
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dwells in spacious grounds beneath its shelt­
ering elms. But the old Mutchmor property 
o riginally embraced all the land about the 
Canal and the pre s ent Lansdowne Exhibition 
Grounds. 

One little girl died in childhood, 
11 Florance Nightingale." "No wonder," Mrs. 
Thorburn once told a group of nurses she was 
addressing, ''faced with carrying that name 
throu gh life." The " six Mutchmor sisters" 
were a gay lot in the thriving Capital. Muriel 
became Mrs. Gordon Wadsworth, of Montreal: 
Eliza married the head of the historic Billings 
family and died in July 1955 , in her 92nd year 
a t Billings Bridge : the late Amelia married 
Gordon Grier, of Montreal: the late Harriet, 
the late "Bob•' Masson, of Ottawa, and the late 
Polly, Le s lie Gordon also of this city. Mrs. 
Go rdon died young and Mrs. Thorburn took her 
young daughter, Ellen (now Mrs. E.A. Fluker, 
of Toronto) into her home. The one brother, 
Percy Mutchmor, early moved to Winnipeg where 
he is in the lumber business. 

Mrs. Thorburn's father wa s senior member 
of the Mutchmor and Garland wholesale dry 
go ods hou se, the present John M. Garland Com­
pany, then as now, one of the largest firms in 
the Valley. "Ella" wa s her father's daughter 
and determined to e nt e r the firm. Such things 
we r e just not done in those days, when no one 
"in trad e " e ve r went to Government House. But 
not the n or ever wa s Mrs. Thorburn to be thwart­
ed ; she insi sted on a compromise. A bookstore 
was more "gentee l", and into Durie 1 s, known t o 
ano the r ge neration as the source and rendezvous 
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of reading int e r es t f o r c ont emporary Ottawa, 
we nt Ell a Mutchmor. 

Endowed with a r ema rkabl y " out goi ng" 
personality, wa r m humor, and g ifted in r epart ee , 
"young Ella" Mutchmor wa s as cheery and friend­
l y in banter with Sir J ohn A. Macdonald, as with 
the youn g civil se rvant Archibald Lampman, the 
learned grave class ical s chol a r, Dr. John Thor­
burn, head of the Grammar School which became 
Li sgar Collegiate or the boy or g irl loo k ing 
for a school tex t o r a picture book. It wa s 
in the s e days that s he be gan that incredibly 
wide and in timate acquaintance with just every­
one and every thing in Ottawa. 

And as for helpfulness with shy young men, 
1 ool-dng for books of poems or a 11 1 a d i es 1 

maga z ine 11 in a day of lus h romanticism, Ella 
Mutchmor was at her best--and knew it. "We 
are seven" was the s logan, one still admiring 
gallant of her heyday says, of the competing 
group who waited upon her favors. But the 
combination of good looks , the same s taunch 
Presbyterian ancestry, the entrancing uniform 
of the Governor General's Fo o t Guard s, and a 
common intere s t in the bus ines s of books, threw 
the weight of decison in favor of Charles 
Henry Thorburn, son of "Dr. John. 11 

Young Thorburn had gone into "books on 
his own," forming the firm later known a s 
Thorburn and Abbott. Dr. Thorburn wa s now act­
ing as Dominion archivist, and he and hi s wife, 
"Maria Jane Isabella, one of the Farrishes of 
Nova Scotia, 11 ap prove d of few of the Capital's 
"young flighties" as a daughter-in-law. 
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"Alb · · e it w i t h r e s e rvat i o ns, " E lla Th o rburn u sed 
t o s ay, they welcomed h e r int o one -hal f of the 
~~pl e fami l y h ome , n ow t h e Th o rburn a pa rtme nt ock o n Da l y a v e nue. 

Mr s . Cha rl e s Thorburn then b e gan a s t ory 
of se rvic e t o h er d ay and c ommunity that ha s 
rarel y bee n equ a ll e d and n ot s urpassed . St. 
Paul 's Pres by t e r ian Chu rc h i n "Sa nd y Hi 11 11 was 
th e base fr om whi ch h e r l oc a l wo r k and se ns e of 
br o ad ~ ~ r espon s i b ility c a rri e d her int o n a tion­al of11ce 0 1· h igh and cont i nuou s duty in the 
WMS of the Pres by teri an Church in Canada. For 
a quarter cent ury Mr s . Cha rl es Thor burn se rv­
ed with sp l e ndi d ef f ec t i v eness as nationa l 
trea s urer of the WMS, the caus e a lway s cl os e s t 
t o her h e art thou gh h e r o the r activitie s became manif o ld. 

Of c our se , the Th o rburn and Mutchmo r 
traditions a li ke would n o t " a bi de ," what Mr s . 
Tho rburn always ca ll ed , "di s continuing 
Presby terians " a nd, s har p a s the wrench with 
the church which Dr. Tho rburn had b e en ins tru­
ne ntal in buil d i ng , the e ntire famil y trans ­
fe rred t o St. And r e w' s whe n St. Paul' s be came 
" S t. Paul' s Ea s t e rn Unit e d. 11 No t until the n, 
( and then onl y b e c a u se it was "in the Lord' s 
c ause)" had Mr s . J oh n Tho rburn e v e r s uff e red 
a Thorburn automobil e t o b e drive n on the 
Sabbath. 

Ella Thorburn' s ab oundin g int e re s t in 
p e op le was the exp r e s s i o n o f a human s ympathy 
s o warm and vi ta l that, f or ov e r 60 yea r s , h e r 
f r ont and b a c k doo r s we r e as fr equ e nted by the 
b e wild e r e d, di s tr e sse d a nd nee dy as th ose of 
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any social agency in the expanding city. Mrs. 
Thorburn combined, in a rare way, personal 
charity, clear perception of changing condi­
tions and a readiness to adopt and encourage 
new ways in old institutions. 

The old Protestant Home for Orphans and 
the aged, in the founding of which the Baroness 
Macdonald of Ernescliffe and Mrs. D. MacTavish 
had been associated, stood in the centre of 
the city, at Elgin and Copper streets, though, 
when built this had been the "extension of 
Elgin Street and Biddy's Lane." The Protestant 
Infants' Home was on Bronson Avenue, Mrs. Alen 
Mather its focal strength. 

Mrs. Thorburn, vice-president of the Elgin 
Street institution with Mrs. John Lewis, the 
president and whom she was to succeed, became 
impressed with the importance of more family 
work on the admission of children into care 
away from their parents, and more family life 
for those taken into care. She was the major 
force in one of the early and most dramatic 
changes in the child-caring set up of any 
Canadian city. 

The aged women and children were first 
separated, and the former happily established 
in the Bronson Memorial on Bronson Avenue. 
This latter was the gift of Mr. Fred Bronson, 
at the same time a tribute to his parents and 
a testimony of his regard for Mrs. Thorburn. 

The children were then placed in the fine 
modern "unit" system plant, erected in close 
proximity to the Civic Hospital, and named the 
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P r o t es tant Childr en' s Vill a ge. Mrs. Thorburn 
r emained pr esident of e ach ins titution until 
b o th we r e t h o r ou gh l y es t abli s he d along their 
ne w Ji nes, the Bronson Me morial s hortly be com­
ing se l f - s uppor t ing. 

The n t he f o rme r Infant s ' Home on Brons on 
Av e nu e under the e ne r ge ti c l e adership of the 
l a t e Se na t or And r e w Haydon and Mrs. Thorburn , 
be c ame She rnfo l d Schoo l, for the care of ma l­
a dj u s t ed l it tl e gi rl s of the Eas t e rn Ontari o 
a r eas . It al s o became se lf -s upporting . After 
25 yea r s of e f fecti v e ope ration i t wa s closed 
i n 191~.6 u pon wi t hdrawa 1 of t h e staf f of the 
S i s te rhood of St. John the Div ine (Ang li c an ) 
f r om the diocese of Ottawa . 

Mr s . Tho rbu r n , with t he lat e W. L. Scott , 
KC, wa s a powe r i n the Child r e n ' s Aid Soci e t y, 
bo t h of t he m be ing car r i e d i n i t s work into 
t h e broader obligations of or gani z ing the 
Ca nadian Coucil of Ch i l d a nd Family Welfare 
(now t he Ca nadia n We lf a r e Couci1 ) . Mr s . 
Th o r bu r n became president in 1924 , Mr. Scott 
cou ns e l, a nd t hey we r e i nfluenti a l in getting 
i t se t u p as a f ull y ope rating a gency wi th 
i t s own d i rec t or, Cha rl ot t e Wh i tton. Mr s . 
Thorbur n se rved f or seve n yea r s , one of her 
pe r mane nt memo r ials be in g the Council head­
qu a rt er s i n the "Gil mour" house , now Council 
Ho u s e a t 245 Cooper Stree t. 

Mr s . Tho r burn' s na me , with Mrs. R.A. Ke n­
ne dy , Mr s . H.I. Thomas , Mi ss F.M. Birt and 
Mi ss Cha rl o t te Whitt on, appe ar s in the small 
a nd d e t e rmine d gr oup who a pp li ed for the 
ch ar t e r a nd fo unde d the Che l se a Club, of which 
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Mr s . Thorburn again served as president through 
all the difficult years of es tabli shment. 

The Vete rans and the Le gion were close to 
he r heart, s he and tha t other s terling woman 
of Ottawa, the late Mrs. A.J. Freiman, being 
the heart and soul of the Poppy Day organiza­
tion from its inception to the day when ill­
hea lth alone gave them furlough. 

Over the years Mr s . Thorburn threw her­
se lf wi th gu s to, into every woman ' s cause, 
se rving on the Loca l Coucil of Woman and, f o r 
yea r s , as tr ea s urer of the National Coucil. 
She r epea tedl y declined the pre s idency • . A 
g ift ed speake r , s he was in demand e v e r y whe re, 
served as president of the Women's Canadian 
Club of Ottawa and in the crea ti on of the 
Ass ociation of Canad ian Clu bs . 

Her fine presence, her e ner gy , her speak­
ing ability singled her out for one of the fir s t 
"high flight" appointments g ive n t o a woman in 
Canada . Hon. James Robb, then Mini s ter of Trad e 
and Commerce, had see n h e r win over the Ho l s tein 
Breed e r s ' Associa tion t o st r ong s up port of th e 
certify ing of herds, openinq her appeal t o them 
with " No w I don ' t 1-rnow a Holstein from an in l-,; 
s tain but I do irnow TB." He 8 ~,Ked her t o be­
c ome Women ' s Commissione r to the great British 
Fair a t Wemble y in 1924 , Canadian delega t e to 
th e ILO at Geneva a nd r ep r esent a tive to the 
World' s Conference of Women in Denmark. 

Mrs. Th orburn was a n a rrl e nt wor ke r for 
the franchise and a ke e n pa rty woman, he r 
faith in the L iberal Party beinq as firmly br e d 
in he r f i br e as he r p rid e in her Scotch an-
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~es try a nd h e r belief l n the Church of Sco tland. Thou g h y o u must b e fair 11 , she ' d say, "you mu s t r ead Th e Ma il sometimes a n d the r e must b e ~~me th i n g good in Con se rvatives whe n men a s i n e a s P.O. Ross put as dece nt a pa pe r as Th e Jou rna 1 b e hi nd them . 11 

S ir Wi lf ri d Lauri e r wa s h e r r e v e r ed a nd loved chief , Mr. Mackenz ie King, h e r admi r ed a nd warmly h e ld fellow-p a ri s h io n e r and " my P .M." Sh e wa s active in the c o nve ntion in 1 19 Which g ave h im t he leade r s hi p . 

But Sir Rob e rt Bord en a nd Sir Geo r ge Pe rley wer e "two of the fines t me n I e v e r k new." To her they always gave thei r pe r sona l s ubscriptions to the cau ses close t o her h eart. R . B . Bennett, then Prime Mini s t e r, r ecommended he r for the OBE, in 1935 , telling her when he ca ll ed her "You've deserved it thou gh i t will o n l y add to your s tr ength whe n you go out s pe aking for Kin g agains t me in the next e l ec -io n." 

It wa s ine vitabl e that Mrs. Th o rburn wo uld b e drawn into publi c life, b e coming mem­be r and vice-chai rman of Ot tawa' s f i rst Public we lfare Boa rd i n the dr ea r drab days of the ep re ss ion, whe n s h e als o h e lped t ~ found the Ottawa Nelghborhood Service s . She was first woman member of the Coll egia te Board , whe r e s he s ucceeded her other warm "Tory friend," 11 Hammie 11 Hill, a s cha irman. At this time r umors wer e rife that s h e wou ld go to Toront o as deputy or perhaps Mini s ter of Welfar e in t he Hepburn admini s tr a tion , that she was cer-a in of appointmen t to the Senate whe n "the 
183 



ELLA MUTCHMOR THORBURN 

Liberals came back." 

. Then came the tradegy of Mr s . Thorburn's 
life. The Thorburn family home centred about 
the only son, Beverley, who had go ne to RMC 
and, at the age of 17 years, held a commis s ion 
in the First World War, with the Imperlal Army. 
Re~urning from conflict, he had graduated in 
science, mining and metallurgy, fr om Queen's, 
started work of real promise with the Republic 
Iron Company, and then came back to enter the 
family firm and make his home in Ottawa, with 
his wife, the former Marylu Christian of 
Atlanta, Georgia, and his little daughter, Mary 
Eleanor. Stricken suddenly with a coronary 
thrombosis, he died in 1940 in his 42nd year. 

Mrs. Thorburn reeled and rallied from the 
shock, took up again all the works of her good 
citizenship, went about with the same cheery 
words, the same quick repartee, but something 
of the snap was gone. Into the Sec o nd World 
War she brought whatever service was asked 
from her. She wa s named to the important first 
commission, setting up and operating the 
Unemployment Insurance System. 

On the Prime Minister's personal urging 
she accepted responsibility as the only woman 
member of the Crown Assets and Allocation 
Committee. Her vigor and energy were such 
that few in Ottawa would believe "the eighties 
have got me" as s he would j ocularly say, though 
an enduring grief and loneliness of heart more 
than age, were snapping her superb vitality of 
spirit and vivacity of mind. Mrs. Beverley 
Thorburn's decision to stay in the land of her 
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0 u s band' s pe ople, her effective participation 1n a ll the traditional institutions and serv ic­es of the f amily in church and communi t y, and ~a r y E l eanor's proven inheritance of her fore­bea r s ' and her father's ability and charm (u n on Ma r y Eleanor's marriage to Dennis Monaghan, 0 fello w graduate of Queen's) sparked the old wi t a gain . 

"We l l," said the dough ty old Presbyterian r andame, "Well, if she can't find a Scotch p r es by t e r ian , 1 suppose an Anglican Irishman makes a good second choice." Mrs. Thorburn's i nt e r e s t in l iving revi v ed in a determination to be a great grandmother, a dream reali ze d in the fou rth generation's J ane Thorburn Mo n a gha n , and her little bro t her James Thorburn Monag h a n. These all br ought reinforcing happi­ness t o t h e closing years. But they were days o f t wil ight albeit in a kindly setting sun , a 1o n g , q ui e t season before the quie t sinking i n t o s l eep . 

E l l a Mutchmor Th o rburn wa s the embodime nt o f a l l tha t was finest i n the s tock who opened a nd made t he se counties of Eastern Ontario , wh o he l ped s h ape the m to t h e glory of God and the s e rvi ce of man . I n her long life she worked s teadf a s tl y for the furthering of decenc~, of ·u s tic e and c h ari t y, in the day t o day li fe of h er c ommunity. Her p ower came f r om h er f ait.~­f u l p r ac ti ce of these vir tues in h er own l ivin g . The wo rth i n es s of h er se rvi ce t ouc~ed no t on l y hose wh o c a l l e d her friend bu t thi s who le ci t y and b eyo nd , i n the stronger bu i l d ing of th e land s h e l oved. 
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They 
Wi 11 pass ea ~s will be l ong ere one l ike he r 
tinueth b th 1s way again but "he r wo rk con­
tha n he ~ kroact a nd dee p continue th, gr ea t e r 

newing ." 

186 



David George McQueen 0887-1930) 
Pioneer o f Wes te rn Canada 
b y J · J · Ha rrold Morris 

Edmont o n had been established as a Hudson's 
Bay Company post in 17 94, an:l for the first 
~eventy -five years of its history all its act­
ivities c entered within the wall s of the fort . 
During th e 1860s' h owever, as some homesteaders 
t ook up land in the area, the business life of 
the hamlet spi ll ed beyond the stockades. By the yea r 1887, the village of Edmonton had a 
population of about three hundred and fifty. 
It s ma in thoroughfar e, Jaspe r Avenue, stretching 
a l o n g the top of the north bank of the broad 
Va lley of the North Saskatchewan River, was 
flanked by a v a ri ety of business establishments. 
There WBr e six general s t ores, a butcher shop, 
a bakery, a blacksm ith' s s hop, a land office, 
th e Erlmonton Bull e tin printing shop, four livery 
s tabl es , f o ur churches (Church of England, 
Me thodi s t, Pre s by terian, and Roman Catholic), 
two s chools, four hotels, a post office, a 
tele gra ph office, gri s t mill, sawmill, and a 
b ric k yard. Small settlements of homesteader s 
a t Namao, Belmont, Stoney Plain and Clover Bar, 
a ll some t e n to fift ee n miles fr om Edmonton, 
gave the littl e villa~e a promi se of a widen­
ing agricultural indust r y t o t ake the p lr1.c e of 
the receding fur trade . Edmonton was qu i t e 
isolated, a s the ne ares t r ai lway s t ation wa s 
at Calgary, two hundr e d mile s to th e south, 
a cce ss ibl e on ly by a tir esome fiv e day s tage -
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coach journey. 

(On one of the passeng e r s wh o arrived at 
Edmont on thi s s t age coach) on 27 June, 1887 
wa s the Reve rend D.G. McQueen, newly graduated 
from Knox Colle ge, Toronto, who had come t o 
se rve the Edmonton Presbyterian Church, a 
congregatjon which had been formed in 188 1 b y 
the Reverend Andr e w B. Baird. A church build­
ing was erected the foll owing yea r, and se rvic­
es we re a l so s tart ed at Belmont~ Namao, Clover 
Bar and Fort Sa skatch ewan . As Mr. Baird in­
t ended t o l ea v e Edmonton in 1887 t o become 
principal of the Jndjan Res id e ntial School 
planned for Regina, D.G. McQueen came to take 
over the r espons ibil i ti es of the wor k a t 
Edmonton. (Mr. Baird did l eav e tha t fa ll, hut 
as the cons tructi on of the Reqina s chool was 
not c ompl e ted, he took a position as l ectur er 
at Manitoba College, where h e r emajned as pro­
fessor for many years). 

David Georoe McQueen was born at }\i r Kwal J, 
Onta ri o , on Christmas Day, 1854. He att e nded 
Wat e r do wn Hi gh Sch oo l, then t aught schoo l for 
sev e r a l yea r s befo r e entering the Unive r si ty 
of Toronto. He o r adua t ed in Art s with h onours 
in mathematics i ~ 1884, a nd in Theo lo gy from 
J{nox College in 1887. Whe n Dr. James Robert­
son, Superintendent of Mis s ions for the No rth­
west, visited Knox Co llege that spring he wa s 
aware that Andrew Baird would soon be leaving 
the Edmonton charge. Therefore he asked David 
McQueen to come We s t. The young graduate had 
seriously cons ider e d joining hi s fri e nd s 
Jona than Goforth a nd John ,rnd Dona 1 d MacGi 1 l -
ivray in so~e part of the for e i gn mis s ion wo r k 
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of the c hurch, but Dr. Rob ert s on' s ins istence 
o f th e c h a ll e n ge of the West could not be 
e asi ly wi ths t ood, no r li ghtly di smi sse d. Mc­
Quee n h a vin g ag r ee d t o go t o Edmont on, headed 
We s t af t e r g r a du a ti on , paus ing bri e fly in 
Winn ipeg t o att e nd the General Ass embly of 
1887 a s a ne wl y -lic e n s ed minister, foll owed by 
a no the r s t op i n Qu 'Appe lle, where he wa s or­
da ine d t o th e Mini s try of Word and Sacrament 
by the Pr esbyt e r y of Re gina on ? l June , 1887. 

Fr om the v e r y beg innin g of fv'lcQu ee n' s 
mini s try h e was quic k l y involve d in a wid e 
va r ie t y of activiti es , fo r h e ha d a breadth of 
in t e r es t and c apability tha t would charact e ri ze 
the r emai n i ng f orty -thr ee year s of hi s lif e . 
One of h is f ir s t ta s l,;s aft e r h is arriva l wa s t o 
he l p oet out logs f o r a chur c h bu il d i ng in Fort 
Sa sk a t c h ewa n , which was d ed ic a t e d i n th e sp ring 
of 1888 . He the n procee ded t o c on s truct a 
c hurch a t Cl ov e r Bar, doin g much of the actual 
labour hi ms e lf. He a l s o t ook an active in­
t e r e s t in a ll ma tt e r s of public aff a irs, par­
ticul a rl y in r e l a ti o n to th e s choo l s . Th e 
Te rrit ori a l Gov e rnme nt a ppo int e d Mr. McQu een as 
P r o t e s t;:rnt Schoo 1 Ins pecto r .for the Edmonton 
a r ea i n 1887 , a pos ition in which for the next 
f o 11 r y ea r s , h e s u pe rvi se d the scho o ls of the 
e nti r e n o rth e rn part of what is now Alberta, 
e x t e nd in g a s far s outh as Red Deer, one hundred 
mil es d own the Ca l gary trail. While the popu­
l a ti on of Alberta was not large, pressures were 
e x~ rt ed on the Fed e r a l Governm ent to improve 

r an t s f o r hi~h s chool s , and provide training 
fo r t eac h e r s . McQu e en and Frank 01 iver , pub-
1 i s h e r o f th e Edmont on Bull e tin, too k a leading 
pa r t in thi s an ita ti on f o r be tter educational 
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opportunities. Th e outcome wa s a change in 
s choo l organization, the establishment of 
Normal Schools for teacher trajnfng, and a 
regulation (passed in 1892) requiring that all 
inspector s s hould have comnleted a course at 
Normal School. As a result McQueen was re­
leased from the duties of hi s inspectorate. 
While the se dutie s had been arduous and involv­
ed much travel I ing, they had provided an oppor­
tunity for the young minister to meet the . 
peo~le of the area. He became acquainted with 
every man, woman , and chi Jd jn Northern Alberta, 
and for years afterwa rd the old-timers continued 
to regard him as one to wh om th ey had a parti­
cular ri ght t o turn in time s of troubl e or re­
j oicing. 

Meantime, the regular work of the c ongre­
gation went on. Al 1 the re sponsibilitie s of 
the several rural pr eac hing po ints also d~v~lved 
upon Mr. McQueen. He lrnew what h .is prior1ti es 
were, for during thi s period he wrote: 

I try to p re pa re two s ermons a we ek , but 
I am s ure not with the best s ucce ss . When 
one' s mind is full of the other thing s 
neces sa ril y laid u po n it, it is r ea lly 
hard wo r k t o concentrate on the real wor k 
of the pastor ... It appears t o me that 
holding an outpost like this tries a man' s 
mettle as nothing else can do. 

In 1899, two years after hi s arriv;:l.1 in 
Edmonton, he made his fir s t trip back to On­
tari o . The General Assembl y wa s to meet in 
Toronto, an event to which he had l ootrnd for­
ward for sev e ral months. It was robbed of i t s 
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p I easure, howev e r, fo r on the w;:i,y east he r e ­
cei v ed wo rd of hi s fath e r' s s e ri ou s illness . 
Hi s fath e r t, ne w him when he arrived home , s poke 
b r i e fl y with him, th en di ed that af t ernoon . 

Ye t th ou9h it wa s a s ad homecoming it was 
me mo r able in o the r ways, fo r it wa s on that 
occa s ion tha t h e first met Catherine Robert son, 
who lat er became hi s wif e . Althou gh they had 
bee n br ou ght up within six miles of each other, 
they h ad nev e r met befo r e . They were married 
in Sep t embe r the followin g yea r a t Strabane, 
Ont a rio. 

Mr s . McQu ee n, with charm and di gnity, wa s 
a cons t a nt s u nro rt t o he r hu :, band in all hi s 
ac tiviti es , t a~ling a l eactin9 par t in the l ife 
of the c ommunity , ::i.nd o f the Wome n' s Missionary 
Societi e s . Th e McQueens had three sons and 
four daughters: James , Al ex a nd er, Robert, 
Ma rjori e (Mr s . J .A. Macinnis), Christina (Mrs. 
D. McKnight), Jean (Mr s . H. Siemens ) , and 
Hel e n (Mr s . C.E. Lea r month). All three s ons 
se rve d in th e Army in the First World War , and 
o ne of them, Alex, was killed in action in 
Fland er s . 

The las t d ecade of the nineteen th century 
s aw a greatly incre a sed se ttlement in the We s t­
e rn Prairie s , which coupl e d with the arrival of 
t h e railway from Calgary to South Edmonton in 
1891 led t o a gro wth in the who l e Edmonton area. 
The c ongregation, at th e same time so grew and 
p r ospe r ed, th a t after se rving for a lmo s t six 
years as an ordajned mi ss iona ry, McQueen was 
offered a nd acc ep t e d a call to th e Edmonton 
c ong re gation into which he was induct ed in 
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Mar c h 1893 , The c o nqrega ti on be c ame se lf­
sup po rting in 1896 , a nd th e Pr esby t e r y o f Cal­
ga r y , in wh i ch the con0 r eqa ti on was s itua te d 
at the time, passe d a mo tion r ec o rd i n g 

That the Presby t e r y has hea r d with much 
pl e a s ure the p r os pe r ou s s t a t e of the 
Edmonton c ong r ega ti on; they conq r a tulat e 
them on reachin g th e s t a tu s of a se l f ­
s upporting congr e gation, a nd c omme nd the ir 
liberality in increas in g the ir pas tor 1 s 
s al a ry t o $ 1000 pe r annum with f r ee ma nse . 

That s ame y ea r, the Pr es by t e r y of Edmonton 
wa s formed fro m the no rthe rly port io n of the 
Ca l:i a r y Pre s byt e r y , McQu e en be in g na me d fir s t 
mo der <t tor, and c onv e ner o f Home Mi ss ions . He 
he ld the latt e r r es pons ibil i ty for t e n ye ar s , a 
pe r iod of time that included the mas s ive immi g r a ­
ti nn into the Pr a iri es und e r th e agg r ess iv e 
po licy of the Mini s t e r of the Int e rior, S ir 
Cliff ord Sifton. Thu s h e was deep l y involve d, 
alon g with the gr ea t Su pe rinte nd e nt of Mi ss i o ns , 
Dr. James Rob ert so n, in the o r gani z ing of con­
gr egations in the e ntir e a r ea t o mee t the nee d s 
of the new se ttl e r s . 

Th e per so na 1 ge n e r os ity of t. he Mc Que e n 
f am il y wa s o f dir e ct bene fit t o th e n ew c on­
gr ega ti ons . McQue e n r eceived a g ift of mon ey 
f rom h is oldes t brother, Rob e rt McQuee n of 
;-U r kwaJl, Ontari o , who had been a majo r influ­
enc e in David' s de cisi on to ent e r the ministry. 
Thi s money wa s inves ted in a coal mine at 
Cl over Bar, and the imcome fr om the royaltie s 
was use d entirely to assi s t with th e co s t of 
building s for new congr egations. Over th e years, 
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a lmost ev e r y cong r egation in the Edmonton 
P r esby t e ry r ecei v ed grants from this source. 

The growing popu lation also brought 
ch a n ges in Edmonton itself. A new church 
bu il d ing was erec t ed in 1902, to replace the 
ori gi n al s tructure. A s econd cong regation, 
Qu ee n' s Avenue (later called Westminster) , was 
o r gani zed in 1905; a third, Ersl-dne, in 1906; 
and a fourth, Robertson, in 1909. First 
Pr esby t erian Church, the name given by the 
Pr esby t e r y in 1905 t o the original Edmonton 
Pr e sby t e rian Chu r ch, h ad initi a ted the develop­
me nt o f each of th ese new cong r ega ti ons in the 
c i t y . ns we l l as financially s upport i ng out­
pos t mi ~~ ion wor k in the Peace River di s trict. 
rvl r. McQuce n' s b r oad vi s ion of th e r es ponsibili­
t i es of the church were obviou s ly be ing well 
comnuni cn t e d t o his cong r ega ti on. Knox Co ll ege , 
l1is □ I m□ mn t e r, honoured him in 1905, c onf err­
in ~J <Dlf1Tmtne deg r ee of Doc t or of Divinity , 
'' in r e c oqni ti on of hi s career as a s tud e nt a nd 
of hi s 6iithful wo rl< as a mi ni s t e r of th e Church 
du rin g hi s rri any ye,n· s in the No rth-Wes t". 
Fu rther h onou r s came to him when , in 1917 , a s a 
m~rn be r nf th e Senat e of the Unive rsity of 
Albe rta, h e was g r a nt ed an Honourary Doctor of 
La ws by tha t in s titution. 

McQue e n' s a ctivity a nd int e r es t how ev e r , 
we r e in no way limited to church affairs. As 
h is biogr aph e r, £.A. Corb e tt, records , 

He had be c ome a part of the city ' s life. 
In c ivic, schoo l, and hospital affairs -­
whe r e v e r me n me t to weigh and attempt to 
s olve the probl e ms of a rapidly gro wing 
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t own and coun try -- McQueen ' s ud <Jme nt 
a nd influ enc e we re felt ... In u s tic e h e 
woul d not countenance, and the one s ure 
way t o get Dr . JVlcQuee n in to the area o.f 
public affair s was fo r th e c ity council, 
sc hool or h os p i ta 1 boards t o a t t emp t any 
k i nrl of au tocrn ti c measu r e l ead ing to 
gr av e inc onve nf e nce o r hard s hip upon the 
emDloyees . In fact, Or. McQueen wa s 
u s ua ll y a t hi s bes t in eith8 r Church 
Assembly o r civic ga the rin gs wh e n maki ng 
a fighting spee ch on beha l f of a min ority 
unju s tly d ea lt wi th. 

When the Provice of Alb e rt a wa s fo rmed in 
1905 a nd the gov e rnme nt t ook s tep s t o estab l is h 
a provinci a l un i ve r s jty , the Rre s bytery of 
Edmont on named a c ommittee, convened by McQuee n , 
to mee t with th e gov e rnme nt t o di s cuss a ll 
matt e r s r e l a tive t o the univers ity. The Synod 
of Alb e rt a, which wa s f o rmed in 1907 with Dr. 
Mc Quee n a s it s first Mod e rat or, was s ucc ess ful 
in petiti oning the Ge ne ral Assembl y of 191 0 
to es tabli s h a theo l og ical college a t the ne w 
Unive r si ty. Dr. McQuee n was named to th e 
original Board of Management and t o the Se na t e 
of the theo lo g ic a l c o ll ege (named "Robertso n 
College") r ema ining on them f or fift ee n yea r s . 

McQu ee n' s influence on civic , provincial, 
and national affairs wa s al s o undoubt ed ly felt 
directly and indir ectly throu gh hi s fri e nd s 
and memb e rs of the congre g~ tion of Firs t 
Pr es by terian Church, Edmonton. He was a pe r­
sonal friend of every member of th e fir s t 
Alberta Cabinet, a nd r e ad the praye r s daily at 
the first sessions of the Legi s lative AssembJy. 
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The pr emier, Dr. A.C. Rutherford, was a close 
personal fri e nd for years, and the attorney­
general, C.W. Cross, was a member of First 
Pre s byterian Church. Although a strong Liberal 
by training and c onviction, Or. McQueen formed 
a genuine attachment and respect for the young 
leader of the Conse rvative opposition, R.B. 
Bennett, who was later to become Prime Minister 
of Canada. Othe r members of First Presbyterian 
Church who had wide influence in community and 
government affairs were: Frank Oliver, publish­
er of the Edmonton Bulletin, member of the North­
West Territori es Council in the early days and 
later Memb e r of Parliament and successor to 
Cl i fford Sifton a s Minister of the Interior; 
J ohn A. McDougall, pioneer trader, mayor of 
Edmonton and Member of the Provincial Legisla­
ture; and D.A. MacKenzie, Deputy Minister of 
Education forthe Province of Alberta. 

The continued growth of the city meant a 
continued growth of the congregation of First 
Church. The forme r property, on a valuable 
bus .ine s s s ite on Jas per Avenue, was sold the 
present church building being erected, and for­
mally dedicated on 3 June, 1912. Later that 
same week the General Assembly met in the new 
building in Edmonton, and unanimously elected 
Or. McQueen as Moderator. 

Twenty-five years of hard work in a con­
g regation ~1ich, for ten years of that 
period, was a struggling outpost mission, 
had now been rewarded with a beautiful 
edifice, sufficiently commodious to acc­
ommodate the Church Assembly, and had placed 
upon Dr. McQue e n' s broad and s till vigorous 
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shoulders the greatest honour a nd th e 
greatest responsibility the Pr es by t e ri a n 
c hurch can g ive its so ns. 

For the first f i ft ee n years after its 
formation in 1896, a ma jor concern of the 
Pre s by t e ry of Edmonton, and especia lly of its 
key mini s t e r s like D. G. McQuee n, w8. s the ex­
panding home mi ss i ons ta sk as se ttl eme nt rapid­
ly extended i nt o the area. For the nex t fif­
tee n yea r s , from 1910 to 1925 , th e priority 
conc ern s h if t e d to th e r e lated questions of 
co-operation be tween the denominations in the 
area, and the di scu ssions of possible organic 
union between the Congregational, Methodist, 
a nd Pr es byte rian churches in Canada. Onc e 
again McQuee n too k a leading role. He was a 
member of the Provinc i al c,mm i ttee on co-opera­
ti on be tween the Pre s byterian and Me thodis t 
Churches which wa s se t up in 1910. By January 
1911 thi s committee had set out gui de lines for 
co-operation, by dividino the Province into 
nine districts for oversight and deci s i on on 
co-operative ventures . Alberta thus se t the 
pace, for it was not until l a t e r in 19 11 that 
th e Joint Domini on Committ ee on Co- ope r ation 
f i r st met. 

McQueen wa s permanent chai r man of th e 
Edmonton district committee on co-operation, 
who se re sponsibility included th e entir e North­
Wes t porti on of the Provinc e . Th e committ ee 
met frequently ove r the nex t twe lve years, 
dil igently attempting t o prevent ov e rlappin g 
and needless competition between churches , ye t 
having r egard for the feelings and wi s he s of 
th e pe op l e invo lved. By 19?3, th e re wer e 297 
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Union cong r ega t ions in the Province of Alberta. 

He was also involved in the official dis­
c u ss ions on church u nio n, and fr om 191 2 on, was 
membe r of th e General Assembl y ' s Committ ee . 
He was a st r ong advoca t e of c o-o pe rat ion, but 
wa s not convinced that o r ganic uni on was desir­
ab l e if i t meant a di vi sio n within th e Presby­
t e ri an Church. Wh e n the r es u l t s of the first 
Vote on th e q u estion wer e r epo rt ed t o th e 19 1~ 

ene r a l Ass embly in Edmonton, it was apparent 
tha t the r e was considerable opposi ti on . The 
As s emb l y t ook cogni z ance bo th of the ma j o r i t y 
vo t e in favou r and o f th e larg e minority oppos ­ed , a nd unanim ously agreed, 

Tha t th e fact that a l ar9e maj o rity of tho se 
Vo t ing h a v e decla r ed th emselves in fav our 
o f o r ganic union of the Cong r egationa l, 
Me thodist, and Pre sbyte ri an Churc h e s is a 
tr ong indication th a t th e ultimate result 

o f the p r esen t movement will be consumma­
t i.o n o f s uch a union. In vi ew, h o wever, 
of the ex t ent of the minority, ... the 
Assemb l y deems it unwi se immedia t e l y to 
p r o ceed t o c o nsummate the uni on, but be­
l i e v es tha t by fur th e r c o nference a nd 
disc u ss ion, practica ll y unanimou s action 
can be s ecu r ed within a r ea s onab l e t ime . 

The fact that McQueen f r equ e ntl y referr e d 
t o thi s decision of the Assembly of which h e 
~Ja.s Ma d e r a t o r , is an indication that it exp r ess ­
ect hi s pa rticul a r posi t ion. In Pr es by t e r y, Syn­
o , and the General Assemb l y, h e con s ~s t e ntl y 
~upport ed pos itive s t e p s o f co-ope :at1 on a nd_ 
nde r s tanding, but opposed a n y actio n tha t might 
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l e ad t o a div is i on with i n the Presbyterian 
Church throu gh the fo r cing of u n i on. Whe n it 
bec ame obvious by the acti on of t he Gene r a l 
Assembl y of 1923 tha t th e uni on wou l d t al<e 
place in 1925 , McQuee n a li gned h imsel f with 
the di ssenting g r oup th a t wou ld e nd e avour t o 
continue the Pres by t e r ia n Chur c h in Ca nad a. 

At the Gen e r a l Assemb l y in 1925, 0 n J un e 
9th, a moti on wa s passed, "Tha t wh en th is 
As s embly adj ourns th is af t e rnoon, i t do a d _iourn 
t o meet .•. the 24th day of June, 1925 , un le ss 
i n the me antime it s r ight s, p rivil eges, author­
iti es, and po we r s s ha ll h av e ceased, und er th e 
t e rms of . . . th e Unit e d Chur c h of Canada Ac t 11

• 

A prot es t ag ains t s uch ad j our nme nt , a nd a cl aim 
of ri ght signed by sev e nty - n i ne membe r s of 
Assembly, wa s pr ese nt e d t o the Mod e r a t or, wh o 
refus ed to have it r e ad, and call ed for the 
adj ournment, decl a ring the Asse mbl y c l ose d. 
The seventy-nine p r o t es t a nt s imme d ia t e l y c h ose 
Dr. McQuee n as the ir Mode r a t or. Amid the 
tumult of the ad j ourned mee ting t hey r e c on s ti­
tuted the Assembl y of th e Presbyt erian Church, 
a gre e ing t o mee t a t 11 :45 tha t same ni gh t . At 
the appointed time a nd p l a c e, Dr. IVJcQu een 
mod e r a t e d the session whi ch continue d i t s de ­
lib e r a t io ns in to the e arl y h our s of the nex t 
day . The thir d sess i on of that Assemb l y was 
he l d in St. Andr e w' s Church , To r ont o , on 11 
June , a t whi c h time Or. Enhr a5 m Sc o t t wa s 
e l ect e d Mode rat o r of th e ~ene r a l Ass embl y of 
the Pr es byteri a n Church of Cana da . 

The r emainin g five ye ar s of Dr. Mc Quee n' s 
life we r e full of c ons tant activity, althou gh 
the he avy r es pons ibilit ies in the cong r egation 
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had b:en eased by the appo intme nt of an 
associat e minister . Since the ta s k of re-
o r gan· · b t i 1 2 1 n g a nd st r eng the ning the Pre s y er-

a n ~hurch was a press ing one, McQueen 
c o ntinued t o gi v e s trong leadership in all 
the court s and de liber a tions . 

In June 1927 , Fir s t P r esbyter i an Church 
c ele brat ed the fo rti eth ann ive~sa r y of Or. 
McQue e n' s a rr i v a l in Edmonton. The illumina­
t ~d add r ess present ed t o hi m by the c ongrega­
~i on indica t es his influenc e , and the r espect 
1n Which h e was held: 

To ma intai n for a pe ri o d o f fo rty yea r s 
a hi g h degree of eff i ciency in any sph e re 
of h o n ourab l e serv i ce i s it se l f a n a ­
chi : v ement de se rving more tha n passi ng 
n o tic e, but th e uns t ained r e cord of your 
goo d wo r ks and of your influence, which 
ha s r adia t ed far and wi de from the Fir s t 
Pre s b y t erian Church as its vit a l centre , 
is in ma ny r espec t s so r ema rka bl e that we 
f ee l unabl e t o exp re ss adequately the 
e s t eem a nd affect i on che ri s h ed for you by 
th ou sand s o f human h ea rt s . 

Not only the devoted members of your own 
Church, but also many, many other per sons 
hav e been deeply impre ssed by your un­
wavering loyalty to the Christian Faith 
and to the Pres byt e rian Church, by the 
fine s pirit of enterprise, heroism, and 
s elf-sacrifice that brought you to this 
remote and difficult field of minister­
ial labour, and by your able endurance 
o f incid e ntal trial s to which many a man 
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might have s uccumbed. 

Your zea lou s servic e to the Church, to 
education, to philanthr opy, and to other 
movements of Christian progre ss are re­
membe r ed with dev out admiration and g r at ­
itude. 

Just over three year s later, on 2? October 
1930, after a s erious opera ti on, Dr. McQuee n 
fini shed hi s cour se , hav i ng kept faith with him­
self and his God throu ghout a long a nobl e li fe . 
George v. Ferguson, an editorial writ er for the 
Winnipeg free Pre ss at th e time, and later t o 
bec ome a noted Canadian j ournalist, wr ote an 
expressive tribute: 

Dr. McQueen was a s much a pa rt of Edmonton 
as the woods that line the gorge of the 
Saskatchewan River that cuts the town in 
two. His tall, spare figure, the austere, 
clean-shaven face with its deep-hewn lines, 
was as familiar in the s treet s as in the 
pulpit of his church. The life of the 
pioneer was dee p in him. He came to 
Edmonton when it was a tiny village, and 
the qualities that endeared him to hi s 
fellows were the typical characteri s tics 
of the best pioneers: character, dee p­
seated friendlines s , tolerance, combined 
with utmo s t integrity, and a rich humour 
which alone can keep a man's natur e s weet 
upon the frontier. 

Everybody trusted him; everybody came t o 
him for help; and everybody respected him. 
It would be no compliment to say that 
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everybody loved him, for there we r e cro oks 
in Edmonton as there were everywhere else 
in the world, and Dr. McQueen dealt with 
them as sternly and as firmly as his 
Scots Pr esbyterian forbears hact dealt 
with evil-doers in their days . But he 
wa s a jus t man, and justice brings re~ 
spec t in its train. 

So it wa s with Dr. McQueen of Edmonton, 
and s ome part of that firm character 
which was his is built into the s tone s 
and mortar of that city in s uch a way 
tha t his influence will last so long as 
g r ass grows and water runs. That is th e 
kind of immortality that counts. 

The simple bronze tablet erected to his 
memo r y i n Fir st Presbyterian Church, Edmonto n , 
gi v es eloquent testimony t o hi s life, and t o 
the love of his people: 

The Rev. David Geo r ge McQueen 
B .A., D.D., LL.D. 

An Eminent Citizen and Church Leader 
And a Man Greatly Loved By All 

We Humbly Thank God For the Example 
of His Life. 
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Ephraim Scott 
Edi tor Ex traord inary 

by DeC ourcy H . Ray ner 

A telephone call to the national offices 
of The Presbyterian Church in Canada in 
October, 1~73 drew attention to a framed illus­
tr ated addre ss on display in a pawnshop window 
in downtown Toronto. 

Fortunatel y the message was passed to the 
achivist, the Rev. Fred Rennie, who investiga­
t ed and found that it was a hand lettered 
s cr o ll p re s ented to Rev. Dr. Ephraim Scott on 
hi s r etirement as editor of The Presbyterian 
Re c ord in De cember, 1926. After some haggling 
with the pa wnbroker the precious item was 
purchased, and now hangs in the editor's 
office. 

For 35 years Dr. Ephraim Scott served as 
editor of The Presbyterian Record, an unequalled 
period of official service in our church. For 
some years prior t o that he edited other pub­
lications in the Maritimes, so that his retire­
ment marked 46 years of continuous publishing. 

But Dr. Scott was more than a writer, he 
1,,1as the one who did more than any other to 
p re s erve The Presby terian Church in Canada 
when union with Cong re gationalists and Metho­
dists too k p lace in 192S . This was reco gnized 
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when he was elected moderator of the General 
Assembl y jn that year. Indeed, no other name 
was propo sed . As h e says mod e stly in his 
book "Church Union" and The Presbyterian 
Church in Canada (no te the quotation mark s in 
that titl e ): "This election was quickly over 
as there was but one nomination." 

His succes sor, the late Rev. Dr. W. M. 
Rochester wrote in The Presbyterian Record, 
Sep tember 19 31: "In the hour of hi s passing 
the church lost one of it s di s tingui s hed 
leader s who for clarity of th ou ght: co gency 
of argument, vi gour of expr ess ion whe th e r by 
voic e or pen, independence, coura ge, t e nacity, 
steadines s , self-control, industry, and 
unswerving devotion to the church wa s not sur­
passed by any in he r history of over half a 
century. 11 

What were the ori g ins of this r emarkabl e 
man, who was de s tined to s erve the church f or 
over ,50 y ears in so many ways? Ephrai m Scott 
wa s born on the 29th of January, 1845 in a 
beautiful glen among the Gore Hills in Hant s 
County, in the heart of Nova Scotia. Hi s 
mother died when he wa s but a few month s old. 
His father, a farmer, was a strong Chri s ti a n, 
active as an elder in the local church. Qu ite 
often the Scott home entertained vi s iting 
Presbyterian ministers. 

Lik e other farm boys who have risen to 
p rominence in Canada, Ephraim Sco tt was educ­
ated in a country schoolhouse. Twenty mi les 
away at the mouth of the Shubenacadie River 
at the ex treme end of the Bay of Fundy wa s the 
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port of Maitland. At 19 years of age, with 
his father's approval, Ephraim went to 
Maitland to a ppentice as a shipbuilder, and 
he worked at that trade for four years. 

Undoubtedly he was influenced by the 
preaching and life of the Rev. John Currie, 
wh o afterwards became a professor in the 
Pre s byt e rian College, Halifax, N.S. He also 
s poke with aff ection in later years of a 
devot e d Sunday School teacher, an elder in the 
church at Majtland, who s e name is not recorded. 
While away from home in those formative years 
Ephraim received a steady stream of letters 
from hi s father, which directed and steadied 
him. At the a ge of 20 , aft e r careful delib­
erat i on, he joined the church, and three years 
later heard a definit e call to the Christian 
ministry. 

It wa s not easy for a young shipbuilder 
t o ans wer s uch a call, but at 23 years of age 
h e enrolled for the winter in Maitland High 
Sc h ool, l eaving in the spring for Halifax to 
take the provincial examination for teachers. 
With a first-clas s license he returned to his 
home at Gore, wh e re he tau ght for a few months 
in the country s chool in which he had once 
been a pu p il. Then he entered Dalhousie Univ­
e r s ity , q r a duating in the s pring of 1872 with 
th e den r ee of B .A. Each summer during his 
Art s c our s e he taught s chool. However after 
a ye ar in theology at the Presbyterian College, 
Halif ax , y oung Scott began his ministry as a 
s tud ent at St. Croix, N.S. 

Part way throu gh his second year, in 
Ja nu a ry, 1R71i, Ephraim Scott surprised a 
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profe sso r who had befriended him by bidding 
him good-bye at the clo se of a lecture, say­
ing that he wa s off to Pa lestine. For six 
month s he trave lled throu gh Egypt, Pales t i ne, 
Syria, Turkey , Greece, Italy and part s of 
Europe before settling i n Edinbur gh. Ther e 
he s tud i ed for ei ght months in the Unit ed 
Pre s by terian Theolo g ical Ha ll under professo rs 
Ead i e and Cairns, followe d by a winter sess ion 
in the Free Church Co lle ge under professo r s 
Ra iny and Davidson. 

Early in 1875 Scott r e turned to Nova 
Scotia, and in May, j ust a month before The 
Pr esbyt e rian Church in Canada came into 
being, he was licens e d by the Pr esbytery of 
Halifax. On Sep tember 20 , at JO years of age 
the Rev. Ephraim Scott wa s 11 ordained into the 
pas toral charge of Mi !ford and Gay's River" 
in the s ame presbytery. Thr ee year s later, on 
the anniversary of his ordination, he was 
inducted a s mini s ter of the Unit ed Presbyter­
ian Church (since 1~2~ We s tmins t e r Pr esby t e r­
ian Church ) in New Gla sg ow, N. s. In 1891, 
after a pas torate there of 13 yea rs, he was 
called t o s ucc eed James Cr a il, a layman, as 
editor of The Presbyte ri an Record. 

Ephraim Scott had qualified f or the post 
by ed iting The Maritime Presbyterian, which 
he ha d es t ab li shed in 188 1 under the sponso r­
shi p of the For eign Mi ss ion Committ ee . It 
dealt ma inl y with the mi ss ions in the New 
He br ides a nd Tr inidac:l, in wh .i ch th e Pr esby t e r­
ians in the Ma riti mes wer e pa rticul a rl y int e r­
ested . It wa s the same s ize a s The Pr esbyt e r­
ian Reco r d and al t e rna t ed wi th t he l a tt e r. 
Ci r cul a ti on r eached S , OGO. 
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Another ventu r e edi t ed by Ephraim Scott 
was The Chil d r en' s Reco rd, beoun in 1885 . He 
c ontinue d thi s fo r sev e ral years aft e r t ak ing 
ov e r The Pr esby t e ri an Reco rd, and it even­
tu a ll y became a week ly known as The King ' s 
Own. It was a ropu l a r pub lic a tion under 
Sco tt' s ed itor s hi p , with a circulation of 
2s , ooo . · 

Seven year s after assuming the post of 
editor o f The Reco rd a nd in addition to his 
children' s magazine , Scott published the 
Sunday Schoo l he l ps; l eafl e t s and quarterlies 
and a teach e r s ' monthly. In fact in 1898 he 
provided these hel ps without cost to the 
church, cl ea red off a deficit of $3 , 000 , and 
handed the ope ration over to a n editor in 
Toronto with a credit ba lanc e of $1, 000 . 

At that time, and until 1927 The Presbyt­
erian Record was published in Montreal, where 
Dr. Ephraim Scott lived and laboured. 

Durino the church union controver sy, 
althou gh he showed no partisanshi p in The 
Record, Ephraim Scott wrote and circulated 
many lett e r s and l eaflets expounding Presby­
terian t ene t s and calling for the continuance 
of the church. In 19 15 , just before the 
second vot e , he publi shed two issues of The 
Pr esbyterian Advocate to the number of 
220 , 000 c op ies. Hi s own s tatement of his 
se rvice with his pen read, "I have been priv­
ile ged to publish monthly continuously for 
46 years the work of our church specially her 
forei gn mi s sions , a nd in all that time have 
been kept in health so that there ha s been 
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no i ss ue, page , or pa r a gr a ph wh ich ha s no t 
be en pe r s onall y p r epared, se l e c ted, a nd edi t e d . 11 

He ce rtainl y earned th e honou r of a 
Doc t o r of Divinity deg r ee fr om Pi ne Hill 
Coll ege in Ha l i f ax t From 187(1 on he mi ssed 
onl y four Gene r a l Assemb li e s , a nd se r ve d on 
the For e i gn Mi ss i on Board fr om 187 9 t o 1926 . 

Littl e i s r e cord e d about Dr. Scot t' s 
f amil y lif e , pe rha p s be cause i t wa s t ouched 
with tr a gedy . Hi s fir s t wi f e was Ma r qa r e t 
Ann Mc Kee n , a na tive of Gay ' s River , Ha li fax 
County , N. S. She a cc ompani ed h e r hu s ba nd 
t o Montr ea l in 189 1, but s he was ne v e r we l l 
whil e th e r e, dy ing of t u be rcu l o s i s on Janua r y 
28, 1894, a t 39 yea r s of a ge . 

Th er e we r e three son s born t o them, 
Arthur , wh o marri ed but had no c hil d r en, h e 
di ed in Feb ru a r y, 1916 a t a ge 29 . Ge o r ge W. 
Scott was bo rn in Nov ember , 18J8 , d e lica t e 
and cri pp led, he nev e r marri ed. Hi s dea th 
occurr ed in Sep t embe r , 1913, at the a ge of 
34. The third son, Willi am , bec ame a me d i c a l 
doc tor serving f o r a s hort time in Chi na . 
But a s hi s health f a il ed he r e turned t o 
Montreal t o practic e th e r e until hi s s udde n 
death in Novemb er, 1917 at age 36 . 

Dr. Scott 1 s s econd wif e wa s for many 
y ear s a school t eache r in Ne w Gla sg ow, N. S . , 
Annie Roy from Linacy, Pictou County. They 
had no childre n , a nd s he pr e decea sed Dr. 
Scott in Ja nuary, 1928 wh e n s he wa s 75 yea r s 
old. 
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His ob itua r y record s tha t 11 two dau ghte rs­
in-l a w, Mr s . Agnes C. Sc ott of Cant on, Ohio, 
and Mr s . Mil to n He r sey with he r s on and daugh­
t e r , t he onl y r ep r ese nt a t i ves of the family 
l e f t t o mou rn Dr. Sco tt' s dea th, were o resent 
(a t the f une r a l ) a nd accompani e d the r~mains 
t o Ne w Gl asg ow whe r e inte r me nt wa s made. If 

As the mi n i s t e r of Unit e d (now Westminster) 
Pr esbyt e ri a n Chur c h in New Glasgow Ephraim 
Sco tt was l ove d a nd r espected. On one occa s ion 
whe n th e congr e ga ti on was conc e rne d that he 
mi ght f o ll ow the examp le of anothe r Ne w Gla sgow 
cl e r gyman, by seek ing a cha nge of pul p it, a 
me r chant assur ed a membe r of Scott' s congre g­
a ti on: "You needn't worry a bout .losin~ your 
mini s t e r , a s h e h as j u s t purcha sed a puncheon 
of mo l asses ." 

He i s r emembe r e d by Miss J ean MacGr eg or 
of Ne w Gl as gow , a n ie c e o f the fir s t Mrs. 
Sc o tt , as a ki nd l y ma n with a r eputation for 
be ing so ca r e ful wi th h is money , a lthou gh 
ge n e r ou s, tha t h e was a lways r egarded as 
be ing quit e poo r. 

In hi s lat e r yea r s Dr. Scott had a 
spa r se l y furni s he d room in the Y. M. C. A. in 
Montr e al , which se rved a s hi s offic e . 

It was a s ur pris e t o many that he left a 
co n s id e r ab l e le gacy to The Pr e sbyterian Church 
i n Ca na da. A large part of it formed the 
ba s i s o.f the Ephr a im Scott Memorial Fund, the 
inc ome from which i s sti 11 used to aid minister s 
and the ir f amili es in ca se of distress caused 
thr ou gh ill he alth or other misfortunes. In 
Ne w Gla sg ow he built a large house with spacious 
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nr ound~; on Summ it Ave nu e , wh e r e it s Li .11 s t a nd s . 

One of Eph r a i m Scott's gr ea t ac hi ev eme nt s 
at th e t.i me of church uni on in 1r,,2 ,; wa s t o 
r e t ain Th e Pr esbyt e ri an Record with it s name 
and fo r mat as "th e official mon thl y r e c o r· d of 
Th e Pr esby t e rian Church in Canada ." The r e wa s 
an at t emn't on the !J a rt of Tl1 c Uni t e e! Church of 
Canad a t o dis mi ss the edit or and abso r b th e 
maga z ine in the official pub lication of tha t 
church a s 11 continuin9 The Pre sbyt e ri a n Record." 

Howeve r Or. Ephrai m Scott won tha t ba ttl e , 
and af ter the uni on h e had The ~r e sbyte rian 
Record co pyri ght ed in Ottawa , not as a new 
publication, but as the same one that had been 
re gi s t e r e d with the Post Office f o r 50 year s . 

Dr. Scott rnust be r emembe r ed as a power­
ful advocate for ? re sbyt e riani sm in a day whe n 
the re was grave danger of the church being 
lo s t in a union with Me thodi s t s and Congre ga ­
tionalist s . He be li eved in the unity of th e 
church, but not uniformity. He stood f o r 
united witness and action on the part of al I 
branches of Christ's church, but maintained 
that the courts of the Presbyterian Church 
were bound to preserve that church, not a nni­
hilate it. He fought to maintain the name of 
The Presbyt e rian Church in Canada, and to 
have that body re pr ese nt e d as a church in 
what wa s then call ed the World Pr esbyt e rian 
Alliance. 

The late Principal F. Scott MacKenzie 
spol{e for the entire church when he said at 
the funeral of Dr. Ephraim Scott in Knox­
Crescent Church, Montreal, on ~1gust 9 , 1931: 
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11 1 can speak for every member of the 
P r esbytery and of all the courts of the 
Church to which he belonged in bearing witness 
t o th e universal esteem and re gard for one of 
the most out s tanding leader s The Presbyterian 
Church in Canada has eve r had. He was one who 
commanded r espect and confid e nc e in a very 
mar ke d deg r ee . 

"For more than fifty years Dr. Scott was 
a minj s t er of the Church, and throughout that 
e ntir e period he devo ted hims e lf unstintedly, 
by voice and pen, without a thought of his 
own interests, to the wor ~< of the Church. 
Only tho se who we r e closest to him k new how 
faithfull y and con s ci e ntiously he gave of his 
bes t in thi s se rvic e . His one desire wa s to 
advance the cause of true r e li g ion. He lived 
for that. With Paul, he could say, 'This one 
thing I do', and in the pur suit of this aim he 
went fearlessly forward in the way that he 
be lieved t o be hi s duty, c a rele ss of all other 
cons id e rations. 

"We l< new him as a man of tire l ess energy 
and of s trong convictions which h e was re ady 
t o defend anywhere and at any time . But we 
1-rnew him a l so as a man of wa r m sympathy and a 
t e nder heart, a s one whose life adorned the 
faith which he p rofesse d. Pr edeceased by 
tho s e near est and dearest to him, knowing 
much of the kee nes t sorrow a n d s uffering, he 
mai nt a ined thr ough it all a calm serenity of 
sp irit. Hi s s trong fait h upheld him in eve ry 
tri a l and in his presence one sensed something 
o f the peace of God which nothing can disturb 
and which passeth understanding . 
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"And now we are left with this memory. 
It is an ins p iring memory. Thi s life is one 
which j ud ge d by Christian standards has bee n 
lived nobly and well. He has gone through 
the world helping others a nd showing them the 
way to the richest treasur es that life holds. 
There are many today in wid e l y scattered parts 
of this Dominion to ri se u p and call him 
blessed." 

The scroll referred to at the beginning 
of thi s article sums up the contribution which 
he made to The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
a s ed itor: 

11 For the l ong spac e of thirty-five yea r s, 
he ha s pre pa red a nd ed it ed the Church's organ, 
c a refull y scrutini zinq eve r y page and pa ra­
graph of each issue, thus rend e ring a se rvic e 
of untol d v alue t o the Church at large, bo th 
old and young . It was due to his business 
acumen and compe t en t management, that The 
Record was publi s hed without cost to the 
Church during the whole pe ri od of hi s tenure 
of office. 

"The Committee gratefully adrno wl edge the 
excellence of Dr. Scott' s wor l-,, the timel y and 
inspiring character of his editorial writing, 
and the faithful presentation of the Church' s 
missiona ry wor k. a ·t home and abroad." 
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John Buchanan c1ss9.1942) 
tyl issionary to the Bhils of India 

b Y Jo hn McNab 

Mi ss i on fi e lds across the world have had 
~ any wond e rful me n and women dedicated to the 
e nli ghte nment of varied peoples , tribes and 
tongu es . Not all mi ss ionari e s are so built 
t hat they can go forwa rd with a smile amid 
the ir hard shi ps a nd opposition. Nevertheless 
t h i s seeme d to be characte ristic of that 
n a ppy wa rri or, John Buchana n. 

He wa s ho rn in Glenmorri s , Ontario, in the 
y e a r l •~ '>) . On c ompleting s tudi e s in the public 
~ c h oo l, h e e nte r e d Br a ntford Colle g iate Insti­
tut e . The nc e h e e nroll e d at Queen's Univ­
e r s ity, l'. ings t on , wh e re h e graduate d in Arts. 
He the n c omp l e t ed the the o lo g ical cour s e in 
l p,n,1~. 

Th e St ude nt Chri s ti a n Movement, enlisting 
co ll eg e gr a du a t es for for e i gn s ervice, wa s in 
it s infa ncy , but ,1ohn he ard the ca 11 to carry 
the Gos pe l t o di s tant land s . The r efore he 
d e c i d e d t o enr o ll in med ici ne, f e eling this 
wou ld e na b l e him to g ive gr eate r se rvice. So 
1'le trave l l e d t o the city of New York and 
enr o ll ed in the Univer s ity Medical Schoo l. 
Amo ng hi s f ell ow s tud e nts was another Canadian, 
Wi ll iam Wanl ess, who was lat e r to become an 
ou t s t anding s ur r1eon in Indi a . 
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John Buchanan's first choice of a mis s ion 
field was China. But the Boa rd of Missions 
noting that there was a crying need f o r phys­
icians in India invit ed him to se rve ther e . 
Accepting their decisi on he was appointed to 
be g in hi s mission of hea ling and preaching at 
Uj_jain in 1888 . 

He sa iled from Montreal. On the same 
shi p wa s another young doctor, Mary Mac Kay of 
Pictou , Nova Scotia. She li kewise was going 
to serve in India, a quiet pe r son, so unli ke 
the merry troubadour, who c ould s ing his way 
acro ss the oc eans. De sp ite the ir differences, 
they had much in common. There wa s a n ocean 
courtshi p . One month after the ship had 
reached Bombay, they were marri e d in Indor e, 
by the Rever e nd J. Fraser Campbell. 

Uj ja in wa s one of the twelve sacred 
cities of India. Missionary wor l< had nev e r 
been attempted there. Although sacred in 
name, it wa s ree~ i ng with d·i sea se, deformity, 
filth and crime. " Bubonic p lague, cholera, 
s mallpox and le pro sy wer e the order of the 
day ." In a sma ll rente d hou se, they began 
their tre a t ment of th e s i c l< and the s uffe ring . 
Anothe r nea r-by bazaar h ou se became the ir 
di spe nsary . 

In such surround i ngs, their f i r s t child­
ren wer e bo rn , their son Casse l s a nd af t e r­
wards, a daughter, Helen. The two doc t o r s 
labo ured inc ess antl y , indeed Mrs. Bucha nan was 
on duty in the di spe nsary , until the day befor e 
he r so n was born. 
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This sacred city was c r owd e d with the 
millions who a tt e nd the ir fe s tivals. So the 
mi ss ionarie s began preachi ng in Lhe s tre e ts. 
Mr s . Buchanan, who was a born teacher, would 
s it pa ti e ntly and explain the way of sa lva t­
i on to passi ng p ilgri,ns . In the he a rt of the 
city, they bui lt a school and a two- s tori ed 
di spe nsa r y. On the outs k irts they e r ec t ed 
a mi ss i on home. This p ioneer effort was so 
s tr e nuou s that he r hea lth, wa s se ri ous l y , 
ind eed pe r manentl y impa ired. Day a nd ni ght 
s uff e r e r s cr owd e cl in fo r tr ea t me nt. 

India had o the r cry inq ne ed~: . l n t he ir 
fir s t months soen t in India, th e "r{e verend ~: . 
Fr ase r Campbell h ad t alie n Dr. Huchanan in t o 
the mountainous t er rit o r y whe re the l·\hi 1 
tri bes were l oca t ed . The j ourney l ed th r ough 
a Hindu vil l a9e, a nd th e vill age r s l ea rning 
tha t one of thei r vi s it or s wa s a do ctor, 
ca rr ied in many of the ir v e r y s i c k friend s for 
tr ea t ment . 

As they tr ave ll ed on thr ou gh the hills, 
they found a Bhil suff e ring from Guinea worm, 
so cri pp l ed that he was c r awling on hand s 
and knees to a village in sea rch of f ood . 
Thi s Bhil t e rrit or y wa s one of tho s e neg l ected 
a r eas , off the bea t e n pa th, that needed a 
phys ici an of body and s ou l. 

Aft e r e i ght yea r s in u _·,jai n, they wer e 
commiss i oned t o open u p wo r k amon9 the Bhil 
tr i be s i n the rn ou n t a i n s . The Bo a r d of Mi. s s i on s 
vo lunteered t o e rect a bunga l ow. Gu t Dr. 
Buchana n had u seu native l abour s ucc es sfully 
in Ujja in, and found it aav e him oppo rtun i ty 
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to mix with the wor ke rs. The r e followed on 
the pa rt of those lab ouring a trust in the 
missiona ry. Until buildings could he e r ec t ed, 
they lived in tent s . Their first furlough 
came due that year, a nd during their s tay in 
Canada he rece ived g ift s enab ling him t o 
erect th e needed buildings . 

During their furl ough, Mrs. Buchanan 
became se riou s ly ill. The sur geon s found it 
nec essa r y to r emove one k idney. He nc e as the 
date of their return rolled around, the 
Mission Board h es ita t ed about he r fitness t o 
endur e the heat a nd hardshi ps of India. Two 
doctor s were consult ed and they expre ssed 
the ir op inion, that after a pe ri od of conval­
escence she would be able t o r e turn. So John 
Buchanan went out alone to build th e h osp ital 
and a bunga low. 

There we re no skilled wor kmen in the 
j ungle. But he enlisted four you th s wh o with 
hoes and pickaxe s quarried lime s tone . Othe r s 
volunteered their s ervices until h e ha d a 
motley crew of wor ke r s . They demanded to be 
paid each evening in the sma ll copper coins 
tha t we re curr ent in the hill s . Gradually 
the missionary tr a ined them t o accept the ir 
pay wee k l y , thu s buildin g u p the ir faith in 
another's p romi ses . These mountaineers were 
s cep tical of a ll out s id e r s . 

Al 1 the br i c l\ s for th e bu i 1 di na had to 
be made by hand. The r e wa s no f acto ry. He 
had purchased a mould and with a combination 
of gritty sand and rich c l ay our missionary 
t aught the asto ni shed tri be sme n how to make 
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bric ks. Actually they had not been familiar 
wjth any t ype of construction. Even their 
wel I-tr odden pa thways were croolced. So he 
taught these jungle wor ke rs how to u se a 
p lumb line during the building of that fir s t 
modest s i x t een by thirty-two foot bunga low. 

At first ther e wa s anger and opposition 
t o building a r eside nce for a stranger on 
th e ir t e rritory . Howeve r Dr. Buchanan I s min­
i s try to the ir s ick a nd his care for several 
o f thei r tribesmen who ha d been mauled by 
wild an ima ls less e ned their distrust of their 
benefac t or . 

In his first contact s with the Bhils he 
found thei r idea of Go d was limited. They 
firml y bel i ev ed that the r e we re demons con­
s t an tl y a t wor !, thru s ting up on them disaster 
and dea th. No r did they believe that God was 
int e r es t ed in them, "a wild 1 oo k ing peop le. 11 

It was a r e l ig i on of fear. 

Thi s in graine d supe r s tition manifes t ed 
it self in vari e d way s . They se ldom pr a i se d 
thei r children or v entur e d to pr edict a 

boun tiful h a rves t. All thi s le s t the demons 
would inJure the ir children or destroy the ir 
pr ospec t s of inga the ring . 

One form of appeasing the evil sp irits 
wa s t o t a ke a sacrificial goat and plant it 
by s t ea lth or by force in a ne i ghbouring 
vill age . Often the tribe receiving it would 
c a rry the s u pp o sed s cour ge to another settle­
men t. Usually the poor goat became a j uicy 
meal for a prowling panther. 
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The young physic i an wa s constantly in 
conflict with the pr acti ces of witch doctors. 
He tr ea ted one you ng Christian at Rajpur, s uff ­
ering from pneumonia. The n on th e eve of the 
youth ' s cur e , some of h i s r e l at ives b r ou gh t 
in a witch doctor. Very soon after the yo~n u 
man ' s gr andmo the r, wh o had oee n nursing him 
to ok se ri ous l y i ll and died. The witch-d octo r 
claimed tha t h e had cur ed the youth by tr an s ­
ferring the di sease to t he useless old woman. 

There we r e many such confronta ti on s in 
the early yea r s of the mission. One menac e 
tha t thr ea tened the we ll-beinn of th e tri bes 
wa s the number of young peop l e becoming 09 .iurn 
addict s . In the littl e ho s pi t a l on occasion 
ther e were eight or nine pa ti en t s trying to 
l-d c!{ the hab it. Op ium u se r s may be a tt ac ),ed 
by pain in the head, the back and Je ~s . Te mp ­
e ratur es some times going as hi gh as 105 de0 r ees . 
Dr. Buchanan was gr eatl y encour aged by the 
triumph of addic t s s uch a s l\ e r iya Harija, wh o 
had been ea ting as much as one hundr ed gra ms 
of the ir na tive- gr own op ium in one day. He 
a ttained hi s vi c t or y, as some oth e r s did, 
through r eso luti on, faith, pra i se a nd pr aye r. 

At the turn of the century, Indi a suff e r ed 
a gr ea t famine. Tribes, li ke the Bhil s suff­
ered much as th ey we r e far from the sourc e of 
imported s upp li es . Such g r a in as coul d be 
procured, had to be br ought in from th e r ai l­
r oad . That Wns many mil es a way . The bulloc ,~ s 
that wer e sent to hau l in grain , often d r oppe d 
in their trac i, s thr oug h starvat i on . Brutal 
Hindu money l ende r s c orne r ed available grain 
and char ge d outrageou s pric es . Bucha nan wa rned 

218 



J OHN BUCHANAN 

the superintendent of the State, that there 

wa s a n u g l y spirit of insurrection stirring 

a mong the tribesmen. The official then sent 

cart loads of grain, which the missionary 

d oled out, often labouring until midnight, 

to the s t a rving people. 

In the midst of this famine, Buchanan 
decided to e rect mission buildings at Amkhut. 

He t aught an increasing number of Bhils to 
e r ec t wa ll s and do the needed carpentry. At 

Sardis a n irrigation tank was built and a farm 

ti 1. led in what had been waste land. He also 

pe r s uaded the worke rs to build eleven miles 

of road on the hilly portion of the Dohad-Ali 

Kajpur r oute . 

Al 1 thi s wor l-1 had to be done by human 

hand s, sinc e the Bhil s pos sessed no machine s . 

But the l abourers were paid and their families 

we r e r es cue d from starvation. All this was 

accomp li s hed throuqh the missionary' s zeal 

and dedicated conc;rn. He was not only the 

s u pe rintende nt of this construction wor k but 
a l so the paymaster. 

The famine increased greatly the medical 

wor k . De spi t e the he roic efforts that were 

made, the tri bes we r e decimated by hunger, 

anaemia a nd sma ll pox . Then they were stric :,; e n 

by a cholera epidemic. The fight h e faced 

this time alone ., :for hi s little family was 
the n in Canada. 

In the heat of the ba ttle, John Buch a nan 

came do wn with cho l e ra. No nurs e to a id him, 

h e oa the r ed medicine to the bedside, and t aught 

a boy se rva nt t o dole thi s out. Night and day 
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throu ghout this epidemic, death was ev e r a 
cons tant menace to the entire settlement. 

But hi s tr ouble s wer e by no mea n s on l y 
medicine. One of the bri ghtes t conv e rt s was 
Chomreya Dhan Singh. By the time h e wa s 
einhteen years old, he had l ea rned h ow to l ay 
bricks at the mission and became one of the 
most skilful workers. When the church school 
was erected at Amkhut, he was given command 
of the mason work. The arches and pillars 
were a tribute to his c onsummate ski 11. But 
Chomreya was led by others to drink a little 
liquor. Thi s t emp t at i on en trapped h im a nd h e 
t oo h to brewing native 1 i quo r. The r e wa s a 
t e rrific struggle bac k and f orth , r esulting 
in the loss of th is capable younsi 1.eader which 
wa s a gr ea t d i sappo intmen t t o the mi ss ionary. 

The use of intox i cating liquor had been 
for yea r s a cau se of c onside rab l e troubl e such 
a s fi ght s and b l oods he d among the Bhil s . Some 
of the li quor was drawn from the palm trees 
and allowed t o ferment in earthen pots. The 
fa ilure of some profess ing Christi a n s t o 
abstain, a nd even t o become s hocJ.dnr3ly cl run lc 
wa s a decided hindrance to the Christian 
witnes s in the c rnmnunity . 

The pr eva 1 ence of dru.n i< enne ss 1 ed t o 
ga ng warfar e betwee n riva l factions. The n th e 
in j ur e d we r e dumped at th e door of the ho s pital. 
Our intrepid Canadian doct o r a t g r ea t pers onal 
ri s k , would a t ti mes ru s h int o the midd l e a nd 
try t o settle the ir tri bal quar r e l s . 

The Bhil mi ss i on had it s one gr ea t goa l: 
t o improve the tri bes phys ica ll y, eco nomical l y , 
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s oci a ll y , menta lly a nd sp irituall y . Thi s was 

the fi v e-fo l d t ask . One me thod wa s to t each 

be tt e r me thods in fa rming , and a l so to i mp r ov e 

the 1 r s t oe ', . So Bucha nan purcha sed Arab and 

Au s tra li an po ni es with hi s own fund s , a nd 

a l so ob t a i ne d as a g ift , a beautiful Arab 

s t. a lli on , a ll t o be nefit the community . 

Hi s chi e f c onc e r n , howeve r, was the 

Bhil 1 s c onve r s ion a nd spiritua l enrichme nt. 

Duri ng hi s earl y mini s try in Ami-chut, he di s ­

cove r ed on a Gov e rnment survey ma p , the Toran 

Ma l 1 Lalt e i n the Sa t pura Mountains. As th ese 

hi 11 s wer e J , G'. >1_1 f ee t abov e se a 1 eve l he 

vi zuali zed thi s spo t as a poss ible educati ona l 

centr e during the hot seaso n. 

Accompanied by three Bhil Chri s tians , h e 

made the j ourney in the middle of the Summer. 

It was a tou gh cli mb, ove r roc ks and s tones , 

and up a nd down stee p mountain s id es . Some ­

t imes the ir ,J ourney wa s on hand s and l< ne es 

befo r e they s i ghte d Toran Mall. Howev er, they 

had a lrnowl ed ~Jeah l e Bhil guid e with them as · 

they cl imbed a nd s weat ed. 

F ina ll y , t hey reac he d the fl a t t op a nd 

dis c ov e r ed a beau tifu l l ake of pure water. 

It was spring wa t e r , c l ea r as crys tal, and a t 

the height of the h o t sea son the r e wa s a com­

f ort i ng coo lne ss . The r e the doctor decid e d 

t o es t ablish a Summe r Schoo l. Yea r by year 

af t er the buildings we r e e r ec t e d, s i x t y to 

seventy young Bhil s we re b r ou ght to ge the r for 

pe ri ods of Bible Study and wor k sess ions . 

Thi s Schoo l h as become s e lf- s uppo rting . The 

road has been vas tl y i mp roved s inc e hi s fir s t 

journey , and i t h as bee n ,Jocu 1 a r 1 y r ema r l-< ed 
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that the r oad was paved by the tr ead of Bhil s , 
Bea r s , Buffaloes and Buchanans . 

Our Pre sbyterian mi ss i on wa s trul y a dua l 
conque s t. For the mother spi rit of Mrs. 
Buchanan cared not only for he r own fle s h and 
blood, but for th e sic~ , the or phan s and the 
hungr y . 

Their O\.Jn family l ife was a re mar irnb l e 
illustration of what a home should be . f our 
children c ame to enrich their lives, one son 
and three daughters. Helen, th e babe with 
beautiful curl s, became a victim of cho l e r a , 
and s le eps among the hill s, buri ed in the Lepe r 
Ceme t e r y . Their s on, Casse ls c ame to Queen' s 
Unive r s ity, and enroll ed in the faculty of 
Science. Whe n World Wa r I e rup t ed , h e j oined 
the Si x th Field Company of Canadian Engineers. 
Se rious ly wounded in the Ypres salient, he 
s le eps in a so ldier 1 s gr ave . Ruth, an honours 
graduat e of Queen I s and her younge r sis t e r , . 
Agnes, a re living now among the hills of the1 r 
beloved Ind ia. Ruth wrote a wonderful tribute, 
"My Mothe r," which i s a spi ritual cl assic . 

Many came to believe in God 's lov e, 
becau se they ha d expe ri enced Memsahi b 1 s wond e r­
ful 1 ove. The powe r that i n s :>i r ed h e r t o share 
the burdens and so rr ows of the community was 
the constant me dita tion on th ~ l ove and suffer­
in~ of Jesu s . For Mr s . Buch a nan c ould have 
gi ven he r se lf whol l y to medical wo r lL But 
eve n whe n he r children we r e you ng s h e en j oyed 
tra ining the yo ung Christians in the way of 
Sa lva tion. Thi s was f o r her a nev e r- end ing 
sourc e of .·,oy. And whe n Church School e.xamin­
ations were annually he l d fo r All-India many 

222 



JOHN BUCHANAN 

o f her s tudent s carri e d of f honours. 

Doctor, teacher, mi ss iona r y , mother, 

what a wonderful life - but it wa s e xhausting . 

More than once s he was laid a s ide by illness. 

One very s eriou s operation was performed by 

Sir William Wanle ss . But he r strenuous l ab­

our s wer e unc eas ing . Her final day on duty 
was t yp ica l of her labours. 

The wor kme n's Bible Class at 6 . ]0 a.m; 
Vi s iting the home s till breakfa s t at 11; 

Bibl e Cl ass for t e ache r s and pre a cher s 

at 2 . 30 ; 
The afternoon with one of the women who 

was sick; 
At du s k her garden. 

She took ill tha t evening. Two wee ks 
later she became one of the s aints at rest. 

For forty-seven years, Dr. Mary Buchanan had 

been a faithful, zealous mis s ionary, among 

the native people she so dearly loved. 

The Bhil Mission had multifarious activi­

ties. There were four farms: at Amkhut, 
Sardi, Chicheniya and Toran Mall. All train­

ing wa s desi gned to produce better cattle, 

horse s , goats, bees, fodder, seed, gardens and 

fruit trees. There wa s al s o provision for 

ind u s tr i a 1 know-how, such as carpentry, br ic l-,; -

1 ayi ng, and the quarrying of lime. 

There was no State education then for 
the s e backward mountaineers. That is the 

reason Buchanan felt compelled to give them 

a ba s is of training so schools were organized 
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for grown ups as well as children. They were 
taught to read and write. Some of the teaching 
was carried on by orphans, who had be en instr­
ucted by Mrs. Buchanan. Even when tempe ratures 
had passed the one hundred degree mar k work 
instruction continued. So at the turn of the 
century, before Dr. Frank Laubach had coined 
his slogan, "Each one teach one, 11 our Bhil 
missionaries had been using this method. 

The three Sunday Schools at Amkhut, Sardi, 
and Mendha were not solely for children but 
converts of all ages. During the first half 
of the year, the studies were based on the 
International Sunday School lessons. In the 
second half, The Life of Christ or a similar 
text book on the New Testament was used. Out 
of this period of instruction, men "shy and 
shaggy as a wild bison," became mes s engers 
of truth. The largest of these schools was 
Amkhut, which often had a registration around 
240. 

When the Buchanans began their mission at 
Amkhut, they found the witch-doctor in the 
saddle, but not one bottle of good medicine. 
The missionaries, however, began their labours, 
by visiting and treating the poorest of the 
poor. When the news spread patients began to 
arrive early in the morning and kept coming 
often until close to midnight. Thousands of 
cases were treated during their mission, but in 
the early years lack of hospital facilities and 
nurses prevented them from bestowing all the 
care they wished to give the sufferers. 

Even the Maharani came to the mission for 
treatment and benefitted. During the epidemics 
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that periodically s we pt Ind i a , the miss i onari es 
we re aided by s ome of thei r Christian student s 
to care for the s tricken. 

Dr. Buchanan's rema r kabl e c ontri bution d i d 
not go wholly unreco gnized. The Brit ish 
Gov e r n11ent awarded hi m the H.ai se r-i-Hind gold 
meda l, 11 f or cons pi cuous se rvice i nv o lving 
courage a nd sacrifice ." Four yea r s late r in 
19 17 Queen' s University c onf e rred u pon him the 
degr e e of Doctor of Divinity . Then the Gen­
eral As sembl y of 1928 , mee ting in Regina , 
ac knowl e dg ing his wonderful contribution 
elected him Moderator. 

Some will r emar k that his was a many-
sided mi s si on. But the re was one c on s tant goal, 
Me n for the Mast e r, meaning the Bhil s for 
Chri s t. John Buchana n touched many lives , 
Hindu, Moslems and particularly Bhils. The 
unfailing messa ge h e procl a imed wa s the love of 
Chri s t for all mankind. 

John Buchana n s aid r epeatedly: 11 We are 
try ing t o join t oge ther what our Lord never 
intend e d should be divorc ed: reli g ion, inte ll­
i gence and honest labor. 11 So the brickfield, 
the lime quarr y , the wall building, the board 
sawing , and the f a rms wer e hi s eva ngelistic 
hall s . 11 1 want none better, 11 was his comment. 
These activiti e s, as hi s daughter Ruth ha s 
written, were not only to train the Bhils in 
honest labor, but to make them also worthy 
ambassador s of Christ. 

After over fifty years of service, he 
chose to live his sunset days among the Bhils. 
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When ne ed aro se he ofte n a ss i s t e d h is mi s s i on­
ary brethren . In hi s eighty-thir d yea r he 
sent a characteri s tic message t o the Church -

"It' s great sport t o ba g a panth e r , 
To ho ok out a lar ge fi sh, 
But the grande s t s po rt of all, 
And the one I en joy mo s t, 
I s to win a man, a woma n , a boy or a g irl, 
From demon bondage to the 
Blessed freedom of Je s us Chri s t." 

No greater lov e ! They gave the ir lives 
f or othe r s , who became the ir friend s . 
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