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Foreword 

TO MARK 110TI I THE MILLENN IAL YEAR 2000 and rhe I 25 th 

;1nnive r.sary o f the. formarion o f T he Preshyre ri .1n _C ~urch in C anada, _the 

Committee on l-1 1sro ry produced two volumes of L.111.1d1an Prcshyte 11 ,1n 

liiographi es. The seco nd o f those volumes, Gifts cmd Gmccs, w,1 s a co llecriun of shorr 

profil es of C anadian Presbyte rian wo men act ive in v.1 ri o us wa lks o f publi c li fe . G ifts 

C1ml Gmces p roved to be such a po pular success that the Commirree res po nded to 

requests for more such biographi es by planning this seco nd vo lum e o n the sa m e 

th e m e. 

O nce aga in vari o us peopl e were asked to suggesr women wh o dese rved 

inclus io n , and again the result was such a deluge that o nly a sma ll fra cti o n o f the 

na mes cou ld he included he re. Again the supe rvis ing committee - the Rev. Drs. T. 
Melvill e Ba iley and Jo hn A. Johnsto n, and th e Ed itor - faced th e rask o f selecti o n 

from this embarra ssment o f ri ches. To all those who suggested names, ,111d to th ose 

named but no t inc lud ed he re fo r lack o f space, we o ffer o ur humbl e a po log i<.:s fo r 

th e in evitabl e o miss io ns. It is o ur s incere hope that the biographi es in clud ed he re 

wi ll he inte resti ng, e nlightening, ente rtaining and provocat ive, ;1nd a further reco rd 

o f the co ntributio n hy "the di staff side" the C hurch and to C anada. 

The "Profi les" in thi s hook we re de libe rate ly writte n in an informa l style and o ur 

th .mks go to each contribu to r fo r th e work th ey have do ne. We wish ro exp ress o ur 

appreciati o n to Ms. Kim Arno ld, Archivist of The Presbyterian Ch urch in :;in,1d ,1, 

;i nd he r Ass istant, !\o h Anger, fo r the ir he lp w ith th e photos used here, as we ll ;i s fo r 

th e essays they h,1ve writre n . I ,1111 indcl1ted pe rso nally to I-Inward ,1nd Verd ,1 Todd . 

for pre paring seve ra l m ,rnuscriprs ;1s compute r rexts, ;1ml to Jennife r See bec k fn r 

assist;m ce in copy editing. Fin .illy, as wirh ,ill rhese histo ri cal prnjL'Cts, I ;im plc,1sed 

to record publicly once m o re my thanks to Drs. Bail ey a nd J<1 hnston for rh e ir 

co nst ,1nt ,111d consc ienti o us invo lve m ent ;111d L'nco urage me nr in every phase o f the 

preparati o n o f th is seco nd vo lum e of More Cif1s C1nd G rn ccs . 

John S. Moir 

Editor 
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Lady Aberdeen 



Zdy C2Yiberdeen 

by JO HN S. MO IR 

S 
HE WAS DESC RIB ED by the fam o us C anad ia n sc ienti st S ir 
Sa nd fo rd Fleming as "a noble-hearted and cultured wo m;1n," and by 

a nother fr iend as "o ne o f the greatest wo men in the wo rld ." Ishbel 
Maria Majo ribanks (Marshbanks) was bo rn in Britain in 1857, the youngest 
daughter o f the first Lord Tweedm o uth. Her fam ily di vided the ir time 
between Scotland and Brook I louse in Lo ndo n , where lshbel met and 
absorbed the ide,tls o f Prime Ministe r Willi ;1m Ewart C ladsto ne and other 
1T1 embers o f Brita in's ruling Libernl party. Ea rl y in li fe Ishbel dedi cated 
herself to a li fe o f humanitarian se rvice and to Presbyte riani sm . A 
handsom e, dynami c ,md statuesque yo ung wo man, deeply consc io us o f he r 

respo nsibiliti es to fam ily and society, she was just twen ty years o ld when she 
marri ed Jo hn C ampbell Hamilto n Cord o n, first marquess o f Aberdee n and 
Te mair, ten years her seni o r. 

As a wi fe lshbel saw herse lf no t as an appendix but as "Jo hnny's" fu ll 
partne r. She wo uld ensure that Lo rd Aberdee n, deeply re ligio us but slight 
and shy, wo uld a lw,1ys have private time and peace in hi s ho me, but in publ ic 
affa irs she wo uld try to be hi s fi ghting helpmate , not just a figurehead . 

Beyo nd these respo nsibili t ies, however, lshbcl' s energies were directed by her 
uno fficial motto o f service and bette rinent fo r a ll o f Cod's people. A born 
o rgani ze r, she soon "d isplayed great activity in philanthropi c a nd o ther good 
works, mo re parti cularly for the am eli o rntion o f he r sex," by becoming 
pres ide nt o f seve ra l soc iet ies: the Scott ish Mothers' Un io n , Wo me n's Loc1I 
Governm e nt Society, the Wo men 's Libe ral Federati o n o f England and 

Scotland, and the Iri sh Industri es Assoc iati o n. O ne o f he r earl y projects was 
the O nward and Upward Associati o n to prom ote mo re compass io nate 
re lat io ns betwee n wo men o f diffe rent classes, espec ia lly mi stresses and their 
fe male se rva nts. In Scotland she p ro m oted hospital and nursing se rvices, 
soup kitchens, co rrespo nde nce courses , rec reatio n groups, and classes in 
hi sto ry, Bible study and needlework . She fo unded the I ladd o I lo use 

Assoc ia t io n to coord inate these activiti es , enro lled 800 girl s in the first year 
o f o perati o n and started a WL)rn cn's magaz ine with a childre n 's secti o n, Wee 

Willy Wi11ky. 



Lady Aberdeen brought the C hurch of Scotl a nd and the h ee C hurch 

into closer contact, wh ile Lo rd Aberdeen was named High Commiss io ner 

of the C hurch o f Scotland's (;e ncrnl Asscmhly fro m 188 1 to 1885. In 1886, 

howeve r, U ladstone and the Libera ls returned to power a nd Lord Abe rd ee n 

was appointed Lo rd Lieute nant of Ire land. The move to Dublin offered a n 

irres istible challe nge to lshhel who organized the Iri sh Industri es Associat io n 

to prom ote the developm e nt and sa le of Iri sh ho me manufactures 

inte rnatio nally. Although the Aherd eens we re repl aced in Dublin s ix 

mo nths late r when the fai lure o f U ladstone's Ho me Ruic hill caused a 

change of gove rnm ent, fo r many yea rs lshhe l co ntinued her effo rts to expand 

the Iri sh econo my. 

By 1890 lshbel's hecti c work pace and some fim1ncial co nce rns had 

brought on such a se ri o us nervous co nditio n that he r docto rs prescribed a 

long ho liday and change o f sce nery. The Abe rd ee ns dec ided to visit Ca nada 

which they beli eved o ffe red great o ppo rtuniti es to British immigran ts. 

Making Ham il ton the ir ho me base , they travell ed west through the Rockies 

to the Pacific coast, and o n this fi rst visit to the C an ,H.lian W est the 

Aberd ee ns fe ll in love with it and becam e convinced that it had a grea t 

future. They were so impressed by the grande ur o f the sce nery that they 

bought a 480-ac re fruit fo rm in the Okanagan Valley, sight unsee n. lshbe l, 

however, was so shocked by the phys ical ha rdships and cultural iso latio n o f 

western pi o nee rs that she for med the "Lady Aberdeen Associatio n fo r 

Distributi o n o f Literature to settlers in the W est." Br;inches o f the 

Assoc iati o n, co ll ecting and forwarding papers, magaz ines and books, sprang 

up not o nly in easte rn Ca nada but in Brita in as we ll , and bo th the A llan 

stea mship line and the C,madian post office ass isted the Assoc iation by 

arranging reduced rates for d istr ibution. It had been a memo rable trip, and 

in 1891 Lady Aberdeen published ,rn account of their trave ls entitl ed 

Thro11.gh Ca nada with a Koci.ale 
Late r Lord and Lady Abe rdee n were in C hicago, where the Wo rld' s Fair 

was to he he ld in 1893, arrang ing not merely ,Ill ex hibit of Iri sh products hut 

the constructi o n o f a fu ll Iri sh vi ll age, with workers p roducing and se lling 

the ir products o n the spot. En route to C hicago the Ahcrdecns met 

Theodore Rooseve lt and Wi lfrid Liuri e r with whom she di scussed issues of 

C.1nadi,rn independ ence . After C hi cago, whil e th e couple ho li lL1ycd in th e 

O bnagan Va ll ey they ho ught ano ther hrm, a I 3,000-c1cre ran ch w ith 2000 

head of ca ttl e, th .it they nam ed "Coldstream" ,rnd fond ly th o ught of as the ir 

Ca nadi ,rn "home." 
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In 1892 another British ge nera l e lecti o n returned G lad sto ne's Liberal s 
to power, amid speculati o n that th e Aberck ens wo uld be se nt back to 
Dublin. Instead Lo rd Aberdee n was made Cioverno r General o f Ca nada . It 
was September 1893 when "!-I. E., " (His Exce ll ency) as lshbel always ca ll ed 

him in he r diary, reached hi s new posting alo ng wi th lshbel a nd the youngest 
two o f the ir fo ur chi ldren. During th e nex t decade C anada wo uld be 
immersed in controvers ies abo ut provincial ri ghts, trad e with th e rest o f the 
Empire, C anada's relations with its giant industrial ne ighbo ur, the U nited 
Srates , a nd with its definiti o n o f " am1dianism" in the fa ce o f "nicial," 
lingui sti c and religio us tensio ns. As Ca nada ente red the revoluti o nary age o f 
industriali zati o n and urbani zatio n, of poverty and expl o itati o n in the midst 
o f plenty, the country was a battlefield read y-made fo r the energies and 
enthus ias ms of Lady Aberd ee n . 

At Rideau Hall, the vice-regal res idence , Lady Aberdee n was the eve r­
busy hostess o f fo rmal banquets and in fo rmal dinners, garde n parti es , ha ll s, 
sugaring-off parti es , "o pen ho use" d ays for the pub li c, a nd the "Ho useho ld 
C lu b" o f Rid eau Hall with parties and socia l eve nings for a ll the staff In 

addition she incessantly entertained po litica l, cultural, educatio nal and 
re ligio us visito rs, as we ll as groups such as fe male fa cto ry inspecto rs and 
po li ce matrons. This made fo r a di zzy ing round o f dai ly activiti es invo lving 
public vis its to vario us instituti o ns a nd soc ia l eve nts. She was al so fo nd o f 
spo rts, bo th as an o bse rver a nd a partic ipa nt. Riding, curling, skating and 
wa lking were amo ng her favo rite pastimes. As many as three hundred people 
wou ld crowd Rideau Hall 's skating rink o n "o pe n ho use" d ays , and afte r 

some trepidation Lady Ahc rdee n became a fan of tobogga ning d own the 
Hall's slo pes. C anadians, however, spent so much time o n sports that lshbel 

fe lt so me o f th ose ho urs might be better app lied to usefu l occupati o ns. As 
for ice hockey, played by bo th me n and wo men, she abhorred the vio le nce 
o f the gam e, espec ia ll y in a n age when protecti ve gear was virtu a lly 

no nex iste nt. 

At Lady Abe rdee n' s insiste nce Sunday was a lways a day of quiet when 
the hmily normall y atte nded mo rning se rvice at St. Andrew's Preshyte ri an 

C hurch o n We llingto n S treet, o ppos ite the Parliament bui ldings. At the ir 
own ex pense the Aberdeens had a sm,dl chapel bui lt and an organ insta ll ed 

for the ir private use in Rid eau Hall. There, mo rning and evening devoti o ns 
were conducted by "1--l.E.," or by the Rev. W.1-1.Winfie ld, a fo rmer Angli can 
priest who had jo ined the Presbyte rian church and now seemed to he ;1 

private chap la in to the Aberdeen fa m ily. Wh en the Presbyte ry of O ttawa 

enquired why the Aberdce ns occas io na ll y :m e nded se rvices in A ngli ca n 
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) churches, they ex plained that the Q ueen belo nged to both the C hurch o f 

Scotl a nd and the C hurch of Engla nd and, as the Q ueen 's rep rese ntatives in 

Ca nada, they were likew ise constitutiona ll y bo und to bo th churches . 

fkyo nd the ir fi rm adherence to Presbyteriani sm , howeve r, th e 

Abe rdee ns, and particula rl y lshbcl, had no rese rvations ,1ho ut a tte nding o r 

suppo rting any C hristian church or de nom inati o na l project that might 

reduce reli gio us tens io ns in the cou ntry. The sa me was true for the ir inte rest 

in C anada' s west a nd northwest. Fathe r Albert L1comhe, that remarkab le 

miss io nary pi o nee r of the prairies, was a treasured fri e nd and frequent 

visito r to Rid ea u Ha ll , and when the re nowned Rev. James Ro bertso n, 

superintendent of Presbyte rian weste rn miss io ns, expla in ed miss io n po li cy 

at a se rvi ce in St . Andrew's C hurch, he immed iate ly won Lady Aberdee n 's 

undying ,1dm iratio n. 

Just six weeks afte r her arriva l with "H.E."in O ttawa, Lady Aberdee n 

launched another ambitio us and successfu l ventu re , C anada' s Nati o nal 

Council of Wo men. Soon she had en li sted the suppo rt o f the lead ers of the 

majo r re ligio us denom inatio ns, had crea ted a network o f provinc ia l a nd 

loca l Councils across the country, and as pres id e nt of the natio na l C o uncil 

became the vi sible and voca l champio n of childre n's and women's r ights . 

The first fu ll m eeting of the Counc il attracted no less than e ightee n hundred 

pe rsons. At th at tim e Lady Aberdeen was re luctant to make votes fo r wo m en 

part of the Council' s p latform, but she was firm ly co nvinced that C anada 's 

wo men were the country' s greatest untapped resource . Within the yo ung 

Council he r most immedi ate problem was the d ema nd o f som e wome n from 

southwestern O ntario that a ll Counc il meet ings o pen with the Lo rd' s Praye r. 

Lady Aberdeen had attracted both C hri stians and Jews to t he Counc il ranks 

and was determined that thi s human itar ian move ment sho u ld transce nd 

re li gio us and de no minatio na l lines . Her so lutio n to thi s chall e nge w;1s to 

urge "s il ent praye r" instead, and eve ntua ll y, but no t surpri singly, L1dy 

Aberd een won o ut ove r these forces o f d ivisio n. 

Lady Ahcrdee n's second impo rtant endur ing ,1chicve me nt w,1s th e 

fo unding o f the Vi ·to ri an O rder o f Nu rses in 1897 to com 1T1 e mo rnte Q ueen 

Vic toria' s diam o nd jubi lee . Lo rd Aberd ee n beca m e patron of th e 

orga n iza ti o n a nd Lady Aberd ee n its pres id e nt, but o nce again she 

encountered o ppos iti o n - th is t ime fro m ;1 clique o f d octo rs in Toro n to who 

fea red competitio n fro m the proposed " Home Helpe rs" who wo u ld provid e 

bas ic medical se rvices to isolated rural areas. Lady Abe rdee n fa ced he r 

J o ppo nents head-on by go ing to Toronto and perso na ll y invit ing 200 d octors 

to a dinner at which the workings of h ·r proposed nursing ::;e rvi ce w ' re 
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expla ined and wo n the to tal suppo rt o f the fo rn, e rly hostil e group. In May 

o f that yea r, when a V. O .N. meeting was held in Kingsto n , Lady Aberd ee n 

was the first wo man to rece ive an LLD. fro m Quee n 's U nive rsity and the 

students se renaded her with, "For she 's a jo ll y good fel low. " 

S ir Jo hn A. Macd o nald, Conservative Prime Minister o f C anad a since 

1867 except fo r five years, had di ed in 189 1, and hi s successor, Jo hn S. 

Th o mpson, soon fo und the par ty to rn by internal regio nal fa cti o ns th ,it 

pitted anglo pho nes aga inst fran coph o nes and Ro man C atho li cs against 

Protestants. The immediate cause o f these tensio ns was a Manito ba law of 

1890 that abo li shed publi c fund ing for Ro man Ca th o li c schools. A court 

dec isio n had upheld thi s law, but at the same tim e confirm ed that the 

fed eral government could pass remedial legislatio n to restore mo neys to 

th ose schools. The po liti ca l lead ers knew, however, that any measures were 

bound to deepen the po litica l cri sis. Po liti ca lly the Aberdee ns' stay in 

C,rnada was d o minated by thi s o ne inte nse a nd lasting c ri sis o f the M<1nito ba 

Schools Question . 

Througho ut those years Lady Aberdee n tri ed private ly and persistentl y 

to reco ncile the re ligio us and lingui sti c tensio ns that beset C anada. 

A ltho ugh a C1overn o r General was expected to remain stri ctly neutral in 

local po li t ica l matte rs, Lady Aberdee n did not hes itate to become invo lved 

semi-private ly in what she cal led "the game o f po li ti cs ." She was co nvinced 

the best leader for Ca nada wo uld be the bilingu ,il Libera l Wilfrid Laurie r 

wh o reminded her o f G ladstone (wh ose picture she had hung in eve ry roo m 

o f Rideau Ha ll), and her favo uriti sm towards Liurie r w,is no secret. The 

simmering cri sis over the Manito ba 's ban o n Ro man C 1tho li c schools 

became ce ntre stage whe n Prim ' Ministe r Tho mpso n di ed suddenl y ,it 

Windsor C astl e during,\ vi sit to meet Qu ee n Vi ctoria in Dece mber 1894, "a 

b lack day indeed fo r C anada" as L1dy Abe rd ee n to ld her di ,n y. 

Lady Aberd ee n had found Tho mpso n "a kindred soul" o n the subjec t o f 

remedi ,d legislatio n for Manito ba , hut o ne year la ter Sir Mackenzi e Rowell , 

Tho mpso n 's successor as Co nse rvative lead er, res igned when half of hi s 

c ibinet quit ove r the issue o f resto ring Manito ba's Ro man C atho li c schools. 

Both Lord and Lidy Aberdee n had inte rve ned in the cause o f religio us and 

po liti c;il pe ,1 ce by inte rviewing members o f the cabinet, and now even h,1ck­

bench members of the Ho use o f Comm o ns call ed at Ri Lktu Hall to co nsult 

Lady Aherdee n. As,\ di ve rsio n fro m the po liti c d cri sis and the seve re winte r 

o f 1896 Lady Aberd ee n orga n ized a ga L1 ten-act cos tum e show o f dances 

illustrating diffe rent pe ri ods in C anada' s hi sto ry, all to be perfo rm ed in th e 

Se na te C hamber. In he r di a ry Lady Aberdee n comm ented frankl y o n 
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C anadian affairs as she s::iw them. The Co nservative party w,1s now in such. 
d isarray that when the newest Conse rvative Prime Min iste r, S ir C h ,ir les 
Tupper, ca ll ed a ge nera l e lecti o n six months late r, Laurie r and the Libern l:,; 
wo n a clear majo rity, to the sa ti sfactio n o f the Abe rdec ns who re ma ined 
close fr iends of La u ricr fo r the rest o f hi s life. Ironica ll y, howeve r, Lau ri cr 
avo ided and postpo ned the Man ito ba Schools questi o n by re lying o n wh,it 
he ca lled "sunny ways" of conciliatio n rather than legislatio n, and th ,1t 
infam o us school q uestio n was not reso lved unt il the 1970s. 

Lo rd Aberdee n's seve n yea rs as Governo r General o f C anada e nded !arc 
in 1898 . As the date of the ir departure approached the Aberd ec ns made a 
final summer tour across weste rn and centra l C anada, end ing at Quebec 
C ity. Three weeks late r, afte r a busy ro und o f soc ial and puhlic appearances , 
they sa iled fo r Brita in. Farewell g ifts we re exchanged with Ca nadian leade rs, 
and am o ng the gifts rece ived by the Aberdee ns was a fu ll d inner se rvice of 
chin ,1, d ecor,1ted by members of the Wo men' s Art Assoc iatio n with p ictures 
o f C anadian fl o ra and fa una and histori ca l eve nts. At the Abc rd cens' last 
Sunday in St. Andrew's C hurch, the Rev. W ill i,1 m Herr idge (who had 
co nducted "most bea utifu ll y & fittingly" a private memoria l se rvice in 
Ridea u Ha ll cha pe l whe n G ladstone died ear lie r in 1898) spo ke 
"wonderfull y kind wo rds" abo ut the Aberdee ns. Lo rd Aberdee n rep li ed 
b rie fl y, and then a ll the me mbers of the congregation shook hands with the 
coup le as they left the church . To lshbcl St. Andrew's had bee n "a rea l have n 
of re fresh ing stre ngth & we sha ll o fte n lo ng th at we we re h,1 ·k there in o ur 
own pew." 

Afte r the ir C anadian sojo urn Lo rd Aberdeen se rved anothe r ten yea rs, 
1905- 19 15, as Lo rd Lieutenant o f Ire la nd , and was active in sevc n1 l large 
business corporatio ns, while Lady Aberd ee n pursued with re le ntl ess e nergy 
her invo lve ment in a wide variety of soc ia l ca uses. She wrote a three-vo lum e 
histo ry of Ireland 's fight against tubercu los is a nd w,1s awarded a meda l by the 
French branch of the Internatio nal Council of Wo me n fo r he r work against 
that di sease. Lord Aberdeen died in 1914 , and Lad y Aberdee n in 1919 . In a 
tr ibute to Lady Aberdee n the Iri sh poet Wi ll ia m Butle r Yeats wrote , 

To tread the walks of life she stood pre/Jared, 
And wlw t she grer1cly thought she nobl.y dared, 

For she lws journeyed fnr in wisdom's ways, 
f-l cts scorned delights ctnd lived lctborious dct ys. 
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FURTHER READING 

L1dy Aberdee n's diary of her six yea rs in Ca nada, "the most impo rtant single 
manuscr ipt for the mid-1890's," has been edited by John T. Saywc ll and 
publi shed in 1960 by the C hamplain Society. 
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N1ming at Arlin 
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Q/Vu,"rsi ng at C22ftun 
The pioneer years, 1899-1906 

By CATH ERINE CA LKIN 

(( TI IE WO RK O f T l IE NURSES fo r o ne mon th has d o ne more 
to make the people be li eve we have the spirit of C hrist, than a 
yea r's preaching could . I have no words to tel l the church how 

glad and thankful I am fo r this beginning in Arlin ." (25 August 1899 lette r 
of the Rev. Jo hn Pringle, in The Prcsby terie1n Record, Octo hc r 1899). 

It was November 1898, the Klo ndike Cold Rush was in its second 
feve red year, ,rnd in northe rn British Co lumbia the lure of new fields 
becko ned . With thousand s of cager p rospecto rs pouring into the reg io n -
five thousand cla ims had a lready hce n staked o ut around Arlin - the Rev. 
John Pringle, then statio ned at C lcno ra, Briti sh Colum bia, predicted a rush 
o n Arlin that w inter. By March 1899 Pringle himse lf was in Arlin staking a 
claim fo r the Presbyte rian C hurch in C,rnada , and by August he could write 
of th e women he ca ll ed cheery, consecrated and effic ient, who had been sent 
as nurses to the Arlin field. They were Eli z,1beth Ho pe Mitchell and Helen 
Bo ne. Toge ther with their immediate successo rs Kate McTavish, Kathe rine 
Smith and Mary Burgess, they estab lished one of the most effective mea ns 
o f witness fo r ho me miss io n in the Ca nadian Northwest: St. Andrew's 
Hospita l in Arlin, British o lumbia. 

The situatio n that confronted Eli zabeth H o pe Mitche ll and Hele n Rone 
in the summ er of 1899 d emanded a pio nee ring spirit. The early hospital was 
adapted from a log ca bin with a roo f of mud and a fl oor of sawdust. The 
huilding had o ne window, wh ich wou ld no t o pen, and so insuffi c ient was 
the space that a floored tent was pitched next to it to handle the ove rflow o f 
p;1tients. The tent p roved adequate during that first summer, hut the 
fo ll ow ing winter it lea ked ;rnd provided o n ly m inimal p rotec tio n against sub­
zero temper;itures . Eli za beth Mitchell remembered wa te r dripping inside the 
tent as the snow melted o n the ca nvas ,rnd having to move the heds about to 
keep them from getting wet. There was no kitche n, and the nurses reli ed o n 
the jai l kitchen fo r the prep;1ration of some fi.1od. The privations and the 
atte ndant sacrifice o( perso nal comfo rt by Mitche ll and Rone during th ose 
first e ight or nine months were ex traordinary. Thirteen yea rs late r the 
mi ss io na ry A.C. Justice, who had arrived in Arlin in 1910, ca lled the pioneer 
pe ri od at the hospital a hi story o f hardship and hero ic endeavour. 
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By ea rly spring 1900 a o ne-wa rd hospita l and a nurses' res idence we rtc 

bu il t, entirely by vo luntee r labo ur, with the cost o f mate ri a ls be in.~ rai sed bv 
ho me miss io n supporte rs in the East. Hele n Bo ne desc ribed the hosp ita l ,1s 
a woode n bui lding with a la rge ward , a bathroo m, a nd ano ther sma ll roo n, 

which they used e ithe r as an o perating room or as a pr ivate wa rd. Althoug h 

it was plain , Bone ca ll ed the hospital com fo rtable, bright a nd a iry. Th tc 
kitchen was in a tent at the back. After the ice broke up o n Atlin Lake in 

Apr il 1900, blankets, sheet ing, pill ows and p ill owc.1ses arr ived from a church 

in Victo ri a. In 1902 a second wa rd was added. Intended to be a wom e n 's 
ward, it was occup ied in ea rl y August and nam ed The C harlo tte M,1c Do n,1]d 

Wa rd in memo ry o f the late pres ident o f the Atlin Nurses Comm ittee, Mr~. 

J. K. Mac Donald . 
During those ea rl y yea rs o f 1899 to 1902, Mitche ll and Bo ne freque ntly 

trea ted frostb ite and scurvy, and a mputati o ns o f froze n finge rs, toes, or feet 
were comm o n . There we re acc ide nt cases too. George Pringle, who w,1s 
filling a summer miss io n charge in hi s b rother Jo hn's te rritory, reca ll ed ;1 

man who had hi s face slashed by a broken bottl e in a bar-room fight and w,1s 
brought to the hospita l in August 1900. At tha t time, he a lso no ted, t h <.: 

hosp ita l was wel l fill ed . 

Mitche ll and Bo ne were mo re than nurses, altho ugh thi s was ca lling 

eno ugh in the rough-a nd-ready environm ent o f th e Klo nd ike . By se rving ; t s 

represe ntatives o f the gospel, the ir minist ry pro mo ted C hri st ia n faith ,i n d 
va lues in many a reas o f community li fe . During the ir first hri stmas in Atlin 

in 1899, Mitche ll and Bo ne arranged fo r the tow n 's first C hristmas tree a nd 

provided spec ial ente rtai nm ent and gifts fo r the childre n . The event becanw 

an an nual trad iti o n, and by 1903 the twenty-ti.rec childre n who h:1d bee n 

prese nt for the in augural C hri stmas par ty had swe lled to ove r s ixty. Mitchel l 

and Bo ne also o rga n ized a makeshift library as soon as they ,1rrivcd . 

Alth o ugh there were few boob, publicatio ns such as The Wes tminster ,rnd The 

Presbyterian offered read ing mate rial fo r the people of Atlin . Am o ng a 

transient po pu lat io n fro m a di ve rsity of backgrounds, the n urses reached o ut 

with a message of hea ling and ho pe fo r bod y and fo r spiri t . 

When Mitchell and Bo ne ret ired fro m St. A ndrew's Hospita l in 1902, 
The Cencra l Assembly Report fo r Wo men's Home Wo rk th ,1t yea r d esc ri bed 

them as "two ea rnest C hri stian wom en, tra ined nurses, who have g ive n 

themselves with rare devotio n and se lf-deni al to the wo rk, and have bee n 

instrumental, under God, in ministe ri ng to the sick in th at lo nely o u tpost." 

The ministry they accompli shed, despite long ho u rs, great fat igue ,rnd 

primitive co nditio ns, was spo ken o f in glowing te rms by eve ryo ne :1cqua i ntcd 

with Mitche ll and Berne. In Atli n , the sec retary-treasurer of the local 

Hosp ita l Boa rd of Trustees was so in,pressed hy the ir se lfl ess work that, whe n 
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he too retired in 1902, he o rde red from Edinburgh as a p;uting g ift fo r the 

hospital a set of first-class surgica l instrum en ts . Th e sati sfacti o n fo r Mitchell 

and Bone of see ing a pe nm111e nt hosp ita l faci li ty estab li shed fro m the 

ground up was grea t, and the ir lette rs fro m Arlin spea k with pleasure and 

pri ck o f th e imp rovements to the wards a nd the nurses' home. Their 

pe rso nal sense of witness was a lso great. Let us, wrote Eli zabeth Mitchell in 

a 1903 retrospective art icle in the Wo men's Ho me Miss ionary Society Horne 
Mission Pioneer, a im to "heal the body and to save the soul." That they were 

so highly esteemed by the C hurch, the people of Arlin , and the patie nts they 

te nded a nd be fri ended, speaks of the ir own love of C hri st. Arlin was a bette r 

p lace because of the ir se rvice. 

Kate McTavish and Kathe rine S mith succeed ed M itchell ,tnd Bo ne in 

the autumn of 1902 and were soo n known for the ir practi ca li ty and co ncern 

for the ir patie nts' welfare . Smith stayed for two years. When she left in 1904, 
McTavish recruited o ne o f he r nieces , Mary Burgess, who re mained in Arlin 

until McTavish res igned in 1906. As head nurse , K;1te McT1vish clea rly 

possessed gifts o f organi zatio n and was a skilled manage r as we ll as a fu ll-time 

nurse. Her finan c ial report for Janua ry 1905, fo r example, reveals a wo man 

no t afraid to be ca ndid abo ut fi sca l co ncerns. The expenses that mo nth , 

parti cul ar ly for fue l, to tal ed $378.65, but the cash taken in am o unted to 

$36. 50. The hospita l's head nurse had no hes itatio n in ca lling the 

di sc repancy "not e ncouraging," while explain ing that the me n's wards were 

a lso not warm. Kate McTavish possessed extensive abi li ti es , and St. Andrew's 

Hosp ital thrived under he r directio n. 

Acc ide nt cases continued througho ut the d istri ct. In the spring o f 1906, 
the wa rd was occupied by a man whose eyes had bee n damaged in a b last ing 

accident and by others injured by fa lling rock o r broken cabl es. No r was 

Atli n without episod es o f infectio n - the winte r of 1905 was espec ia lly seve re 

w ith cases o f tube rcu los is, hemorrhage and something li ke grippe. M,1te rnity 

cases were comm o n. McTavish's ann ual repo rt for 1904 indi e,1tes that the 

hospit,11 se rved 111 pati ents that year (an increase o f twenty-s ix ove r 1903), 
amo ng wh ich we re te n births. Of the seve nty-e ight patie nts served in 1905, 
six were mate rnity cases. 

As the ir pred ecesso rs had di scove red, the re was mo re than nursing cu e 

to be provid ed in a pi o nee r hospital. McTavish, Smith and Rurgess did a vast 

array of ho use kee ping, including the ,mnua l spring clea ning, a t;1 sk they 

ho ped cou ld he d o ne during a pe ri od o f lighte r nursing. Altho ugh the 

hospital was wired for electri c li_ght in 1903, when Atl in was a lmost d estroyed 

hy fire in June 1905 the e lectri c plant per ished in th e blaze. Pe rm anent 
gaso li ne li ghting was not insta ll ed unti l 1908. The hospita l wou ld have 

appreciated a regul a r ho usekee pe r, hut could not affo rd a co mpetitive wage. 
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St. Andrew's Hosp ita l paid th irty do ll ars per mo nth towards ho usekeep ing, 
hut the hotel s, resta urants and ca mps offe red a lucrative o ne hundred d o ll a rs 
mo nth ly, and a charwo man cost five d o ll a rs a d ay. Ofte n, therefore, the 
nurses w,ixed the fl oors and scrubbed the sheets. Colo ur ful A rlin m ay have 
bee n, hut glam orous it was not. In her lette r o f res ignati o n in late spr ing 
1906, McTavi sh reco mn-1 ended that the new nurses be ve rsat ile , as they 
wo uld have to wash , iron, bake hrc,id, cook, scruh , sweep and dust. Whe n 
she returned to Arl in in 1907, after ,1 yea r in which the hospital had see n 
three nurses come and go, Kate McTavish took with her ,\ new ste rili ze r, 
mangle and washing m,ichinc. 

The nurses helped to keep the hospita l fin ancia ll y viab le. During this 
t im e St. Andrew's Hospital was m,iintaincd by The Presbyter ian C hurch in 
Ca nad a and by an annua l grant from the Covcrnm cnt of Britis h Co lum bia . 
T he Lad ies Committee in Toro nto, in co-operati o n with the Ho me Mi ss io n 
Boa rd, was respo nsible fo r the nurses' sa laries and fo r inc ide n ta l expe nses , 
and the latter were not ins igni fica nt. Heat ing the hospita l during the lo ng 
no rthern winte r witho ut the benefit of mode rn insulati o n was costl y and, 
situated as they were o n the fro nt line, the nurses did what they could to 

m isc mo ni es. O ften they trekked alo ng the creeks selling hospita l ti ckets , a 
kind o f p rivate medi ca l insura nce. For five d o ll a rs a mo nth, the ti cket ho ld er 
was guaranteed free hea lth ca re at the hosp ita l; the id ea was po puhir am o ng 
the miners, who pu rchased five o r six months' wo rth at ,\ time. 

In September 1904 Katherine Sm ith so ld hospita l ti cke ts in and around 
Oiscovcry, a settl ement e ight miles from Arlin a nd close r to the go ld creeks , 
and noted Oiscovcry's six or seve n sa loons whe re o ne migh t drink , ga mble 
and find recrea ti o n. Herc again the prese nce of Arlin's nurses and hospita l 
se t a to ne o f respectabi li ty, which di stingui shed the town fro m wi ld er 
Klo ndike communiti es. Th,1t sa me year the wo men of Di scove ry we re trying 
to start a reading roo m as a n a lte rn ative to the sa loo ns - an at te mpt that had 
hcen m,1de befo re but had fa il ed . T he stewa rdsh ip of values re mained an 
impo rt.in t aspect of the nurses' ca lling in Arl in , where thei r profess io nal 
work a nd the ir pe rsonal conduct spo ke in tandem of the C hri srian gospe l. 

Early in McTavish's tenure, the loca l H ospital Trustees built a new 
nurses' ho me a nd conve rted the ir o ld ca hin into a kitche n . In the summ er 
of 190S, fo ll owing the tow n fire, a loca l me rchant d o nated p,1int for the 
hospita l, and in the autumn the trustees laid a new fl oor and c losed the wa ll s 
,1rou nd the men's ward . Sto rm wi ndows we re install ed in J,inua ry 1906, 
prompting K,1te McTavish to rem.i rk in the WHM S /-l ome Miss ion Pioneer 
that the hospital was as comfortable as poss ib le, by whi ch she me.mt it was 
co nsiderab ly wa rmer and more easil y heated. A lso in 190S the prospectors 
a lo ng the creeks showed their apprec iation by ra ising e no ugh m o ney to 
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te legraph Victoria fo r a Morri s chair for convalesc ing patients. A new 
o perating table a rri ved in th e spring of that year. 

By 1906 the Wo men's Ho me Miss io nary Society, which had evolved out 
of the Arlin I lospital Committee in 1903, maintained four hospita ls: Arlin 
in no rth e rn Rriti sh Co lumbia, Teu lo n in Manito ha, W akau in 
Saska tchewan, and Vegrev ill e in A lberta. Arlin wa s a lways fo ndl y 
remembe red in WI-IMS publications as Om First Hos/Jitcd and, li ke most 
people who surv ived in the Kl o ndike, the Arl in nurses were p io nee rs. As 
nurses , ho usekeepers, finan cial cam paigners and stewards of hri sti,in fa ith 
a nd va lues, the ir resourcefulness and sclfsacrifi ce constructed the St. 
Andrew's Hosp ita l. A combination of medi ca l ca lling and mi ss io nary spirit, 
as we ll as a ge nuine desire to improve the quality o f li fe in a pi o nee r o utpost, 
mot iva ted these initial nursing teams in Arlin. Let the C hurch rem ember 
with thanksgiving the res ili ent women whose se nse of adventure, whose 
p rofess io nal dedi cati o n , and whose perso nal commitm e nt to C hri st 
compelled them to go to Arlin as med ical ho me miss io nari es during the 
Klo ndike Go ld Rush. 
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~net ~rnochan 

hy RI C I !ARD MERRITT 

JANET CA RN OCHAN WAS DO RN O N NO V. 13, 1819, in Stamford 
(n ow part uf Niagara Fa lls, O nt,Hio), daughter o f .) :mies and Mary (who 
had emigrated from Ayrshire, Scotl a nd nine yea rs ea rli e r) . Fo rtun:1te ly for 

N iagara, whe n }met w,1s two years o ld, the C arnoch,111 fam ily moved to the 
U pper C anadian town of Niagara (now Niaga ra-on-the-Lake) wh ere her 
fat her continued hi s trade :is carpen te r and c 1binet-maker. Th ereafter o n 
S und ay mo rnings, the C arn ochan fa mi ly o f seve n wou ld he ushered to the ir 
reguLir box pew ;1t the h:1ck uf S t. Andrew's Presbyterian C hurch. In 1850 
the Rev. Jo hn B. Mowat was appointed mini ste r at St. A ndrew's. With great 
C hri stian zeal, thi s young minister rev ived the spiritual and financial affa irs 
o f the church and hi s particular inte res t in the young people of the 
congregatio n apparen tl y greatly influenced yo ung J,inet. 

Afte r :1tte n<l ing the commo n and C ramm ar school at Niagara, Janet 
o btained her Certifi ca te of Q ualifi cation as a teacher at age sixteen and 
se rved her three years o f app renti ceship in the Niaga ra Public Schoo l. U po n 
graduating fro m Normal school in Toron to in 1859, she taught at a rural 
school nea r Rr:mtford and then for six years at Kingsto n and Peterbo rough. 
In 1872 howeve r, J:1net returned to N iaga ra to accept the princip:1lship o f the 
Niagara Public School. Rack in Niagara, which would be her ho me fr)r the 
rest of her life, she al so ta ught Sunday school a nd became a persuasive fund­
rai se r fo r va ri o us communi ty effo rts. Her many abiliti es were soo n recogni zed 
and in 1878 she was appointed ass istant to the h igh school princip,1I. 

W ith her caree r secure, Janet emh,irked o n a summ er transatlanti c trip 
to he r family's ho meL1nd the fo llowing yea r. Two days o ut of New York , 
wh ile practising hymns in the ship's saloon fo r the Sabbath se rvice the next 
day, the ship ra n agrou nd just off Sa ble Island . Most passe nge rs, including 
Janet, were rescued hu t nine people pe ri shed . The castaways spent a week 
exp lo ring the island until they were rescued and able to con t inu e with the ir 
voyage. Ja net wrote an accou nt of her :1dventure which was eve ntu a ll y 
published - he r first know n literary atte mpt. 

With the exce ptio n o f the sho rt summer to uri st season , N iaga ra was 
now a ve ry qui et com1T1unity hut the re we re sti ll many cha lle nges fo r "Miss 
Jane t" as she was now :1ffecti o natcly know n hy the locals. During her twenty­
three-yea r ca ree r as high school teache r, he r grea t te1ching skill s and 
in fec ti ous enthusiasm were recogni zed by parents, students and fe llow 
educators. Mo reove r, she h:1d now acq uired an inte rest in accumulating loca l 
a rt ifa cts. The story was to ld by her fo rmer stud ents that a few military 
hutto ns dug up ;1t the o ld Fort Ceorge site, an d handed nwr to Mi ss Janet, 
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wou ld excuse them from minor misde mea no urs: trading in :1 cross-be lt plate 
wo u ld cancel a m,1j o r truancy! Many of her stude nts we nt o n to success fu l 
profess ional ca ree rs. Her great organization,d skill s wo uld be used to 
organize high school reuni o ns. During her teaching career she al so became 
ve ry invo lved with th e loca l lihr,1ry, and se rved as sec reta ry to the Do,1rd fo r 
ove r twenty-five yea rs. 

Her be loved St. Andrew's C hurch rema ined , l foca l part of Miss Janet's 
life . She assisted in starting up the Yo ung Peopl e's C hri stian U ni o n in 1887 
and was a lso a charter member of the W o me n's Miss io na ry Society. 
Appointed the first female mcmher of the Board of Man:1gcrs she was 
p,1rticul a rly active in prese rv ing St. Andrew's her it;1gc. Whe n th e bo ard 
proposed to moderni ze the church hy rep lac ing the m ag nifi ce nt high pu lp it 
and hox pews Miss Jan et spoke o ut against the proposa l. Today, St. Andrew's 
rem ins its or ig ina l 183 1 inte rio r. Another proposa I to se ll off ,l po rti on of the 
chu rch property was sound ly defea ted th anks to Mi ss Jan et- the o r ig in: il fo u r 
lots granted in 1794 remain intact! But when she moved th:1t e lectri c li ghts 
be insta ll ed in the sanctuary, they were insta ll ed 1 Her stature in the chu rch 
was recogni zed in 192 5 when she was g iven the ho no ur to rns t the first ba ll ot 
o n church u n io n (St. Andrew's co ntin ued as a Presbyte rian co ngregati o n) . 

At the ce ntena ry of the arriva l of the Loya lists in 1784 the re was a 
grow ing interest in local and O nta ri o h istory. Miss Janet had been record ing 
rem ini scences of the chi ldre n and grandch ildren o f some of the o rigina l 
loca l p io nee rs. She was a n early member of the Lundy's Lane Hi sto r ica l 
Society fo unded in 1887 and had written a paper o n N iaga ra 's hi story for the 
society in 1892. At the end of the pape r was ,1 poem of s ixtee n stanzas wh ich 
co nfirm ed he r crea tive and imaginative ab il iti es as we ll. She was also ;1 
member of the Pio nee r Assoc iat io n of O nta ri o. Later thi s assoc iat io n 
beca me the O ntari o H istor ica l Society of which Ja net eve ntua lly heca m c 
vice-pres ident (and wou ld have been pres id ent had it not bee n fo r the 'glass 
ce ili ng' that t1citly kept wome n o ut of se n io r posit io ns). Th e O HS now 
spo nsors the annual Janet C arnochan Award. 

In 1892 Janet was comm iss ioned to wr ite ,1 sm:i ll hook, St. Mark's 
Niagara 17 92 - 1892 which was we ll rece ived . Two years later she puhli shcd 
an eve n murc ,tmhitious ce nten n i:il hook for St. And rew's. O ne jo urna list 
co mm ented that she was now "the ex pe rt on ce nten:1ries." In Dece mber 1895 
:i small grou p of citi ze ns met in the o ld cou rtho use :ind fo und ed the Niagara 
Histo rica l Society - now the sc oml o ldest in the provin ce - to presc r\ll' a nd 
pro mote the history o f the a rea and to prese rve re li cs, with Miss J,me t as 
Pres id ent. She wo u ld ho ld this position honourabl y for thir ty yea rs . Within 
o ne yea r 250 a rt ifa cts, including (Je ne r,tl b ,tac Brock's hat, had lice n 
co ll ected . Regular mee tings were he ld with the irnwgural speaker the 
mi li ta ry h isto ri an, Capt. Ern est C ru iks hank. A regular column o n loca l 
hi story was written fo r the loca l newspaper. Th e first of a lo ng se ri es of 
pamphlets o n var io us aspects of Niagara's h isto ry was puhlished . Th e Soc iety 
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spoke o ut successfull y aga inst deve lopment of the town's public common 
land, and e rected sto ne markers at ce rta in sites of loca l import,m ce - all 
und er the dete rmined and persu,1sive leadership of Miss Janet. 

In 190 1, now retired from teaching, she was appoin ted C urnto r of the 
growing collectio n, a pos itio n she held until he r death . With the co llectio n 
o utgrow ing its small room in the courtho use, and with a fe rve nt des ire to 
co mm emo rate the fo unding Loya li st fa milies, constructio n of a museum 
huilding w:1s proposed. nder the direction of Miss Janet, who had "the 
h:1ppy knack o f making people d o as she desired ," the necessa ry funds were 
o btained from the provincial a nd federal gove rnments as we ll as high school 
a lumni . By 1907 the first building to be co nstructed as a museum in 
Ontario, Mem o ri a l I !all , was co mpleted o n property she had d o nated. 

In the midst of all her curator ial duti es (she wou ld a lso write up to 270 
lette rs per yea r in respo nse to histo rica l enquiri es) she was writing her 
monumental, published in 1914. Considering that she had neve r had any 
fo rm al training in hi storica l resea rch this was a remarkable hook fo r its time . 
Mea nwhile, as her biogr,iphe r, Jo hn Field remarked, "there rea lly wasn't much 
that Janet couldn't do." When not at her museum throughout the week, or 
sitting in her church pew o n Sundays - she had to move closer to the front 
because she was now hard of hearing - she was knitting socks for the so ldie rs, 
go lfing o n the links o n the military reserve even in her seve nties o r w,itching 
the loca l boys p lay hockey o n the o utdoor rink. 

Jane t Ca rnochan now enjoys even wider recognitio n. An !O DE chapte r 
in Toro n to had been named in her ho no ur; she was presented to the Prince 
o f W,1les in O ttawa in 19 19 and her po rtrait was commiss io ned by the 
promine nt po rtrait arti st, W yly G ri er. She continued correspo ndence with 
many prominen t citi ze ns o f the day. 

In March 1926 she pe:1cefull y slipped away. As a m,irk of respect she was 
the fi rst to have a fu ll fune ral se rvi ce in the church. The pallbea re rs, fo rm er 
stud e nts and fami ly members laid the gentle s ilve r-haired lady to rest in th e 
fa mily plot hehind the church she had so fervently fo ught to prese rve. 

Mi ss Janet w,1s comm emo rated with a brass plaque in St. And rew's 
C hurch as we ll as a p rovinci:d governmen t p laque at Memorial I Lill. 
However her lasting lcg,1cy is the co ll ectio n of histor ic sites which under her 
dete rmined leadership we re prese rved: the two fo rts, the comm o ns a nd 
Paradi se (,rove, Navy I la ll , Butler's Burying (,round a nd of course, St. 
And rew's itself. T he acti vi ti es of the Niaga ra I li stori cal Soc iety :ind its 
o utsta nding muse um , with a co ll ecti o n of ea rl y loca l a rtifacts unp:1ralleled 
fo r its size in Ca nada, arc testimony to this remarkable woma n . 

FURTHER READING: 

Ca rn ochan , Janet. History of Niagara. Toronto: Wi lli am Briggs, 1914 
Fie ld , Jo hn L., ](Iner Ccrmodwn, Markham, ON: Fitzhenry & Whites ide, 1985 
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masemary ~oran 

by DRUSE BRYAN 

What docs the Loni require ... bnt to clo jitstice ... love kindness 
... and wa lk liumbly with your God (Micah 6:8 ) 

Slie l.istens1 

SH E HAS THAT RAR E QUALITY O F REALLY LISTENIN (:; to 

people as they ta lk with he r. This is how a friend of Rose mary Dor,111 
ex presses her feelings wh en asked what she admires most about 

Rose mary. This :lttribute is al so o ne which end eared Rosemary to the 
ge ntle man whom she eventually marri ed . On their ve ry first o uting together 
he noti ced that she listened to what he was saying, as well as contributing her 
li vely wit to th e ove rall conversatio n. 

First impress io ns - with her lilting acce nt she is obvio usly fro m Ireland . 
Her delightful se nse o f hum o ur is qui ckly apparent. Before lo ng, anyone 
mee ting Rosemary fo r the first t ime wou ld be quickly aware that he re is a 
woman with a solid faith, firn1 convictio ns, strong o pinio ns, and a good 
command of Engli sh, her first language. She has a love fo r people - and thi s 
is specially evide nt in her love of her husband ,md family. 

Rosemary was bo rn in Belfast, No rthern Ireland, and rece ived her 
schooling there . She was bo rn into a C hri stian ho me, attend ed the loca l 
Presbyte rian church which featured largely in her ea rl y fa mily li fe. O n 
finishi ng high school she attended Trinity Coll ege, U niversity of Dublin, 
and rece ived an I onours degree in Engli sh and Fre nch. After grad uating 
and wh ile teaching in Ire land, she trave ll ed to Italy o ne summer to rake a 
course in Ita li an, a dec is io n whi ch was eve ntu a lly to lead to a m o mento us 
change in he r status, her country, and her c.1ree r. 

A young Presbyte ri an ministe r, nati ve of Mo ntre,d and gradw1te of 
Presbyte rian Coll ege , who was se rving in , algary :ifte r ord inati o n, dec ided 
to take a year travelling around Europe, see ing new places and b1rn ing new 
languages - French in P:1ri s, a littl e Cerman in Austria, and why not some 
lrn li a n in Italy! And so, in the summer of 196 1, (Jera ld Doran o f Mo ntrea l, 
Ca nada, m et Rose mary A llen o f Be lfa st, I reLrnd, in Viareggio , Ital y. Th e res t, 
as they say, is hi story! 

The idea of beco ming a minister's wife was not an entirely new idea to 
Rose mary, though not o ne that occupied much of her tho ughts. The church 
h,1d a lways been :111 integra l part o f he r li fe from her ea rly yea rs and ce rtainly 
the seeds of se rvice and commitment to her fa ith had bee n sown in her 
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fo rmariw years hy he r parents. But if she thought of her future at a ll , it als0 

included training as a nurse, perhaps as a missionary, o r as a teache r. The 

fi e ld of educa tio n was particularly attractive and so, after fini shing h \.' r 

d eg ree in languages, she took a post a t a loca l high school, teaching Engli sh 

and French. The n ca me the fateful three weeks stud y co urse in Ita ly in l 9G i 
and the Ca nadian minister. Before returning to Ca nada , Cie rry rook an ex rta 

week, visited Belfast and met th e family. The fo llowing Easte r, Rosem ,n y 

tr:ivellcd to M011tre,1l to inspect at lc,ist a sma ll po rri o n of what was to 

heco me he r new ho me. She remembe rs, even now, that it was not a n e,isy 

d ec isio n to leaw Northern Ire land and, like many immigrants to C: inada, 

she sti ll find s hersel f ta lking abo ut "go ing ho me for a vis it." 

Uerry and Rose m,iry were married in Delfast in Se ptembe r 1962 and 

afte r the wedd ing fl ew back to Ca nada where Ge rry h:1J se t up ho use in the 

manse ar rk,iuharno is, Q uebec. It was while in Beauharno is that Rose m ,ii-y 

becime active in the Wo men's Miss io na ry Soc iety, an assoc i;itio n which h,\s 

continued to the present. She id entifi es he r invo lvement in the Soc iety as 

o ne o f the fa cto rs in the deepening o f her faith jo urney and he r desi re to 

in crease he r knowledge o f C hri st ian theo logy. Th e seed s whi ch had bee n 

sown were now be ing stir red and nurtured. 

Rosemary was brough t up in a C hurch with strong Ca lvin ist tendenc i\.'s 

and an emphasis o n the G od who rewards and punishes. While at unive rs ity 

she e ncounte red people fro m diffe rent rel ig io us background s, whi ch 

hroadened he r und ersta nding o f God and th e C hri stian faith and 

stimu lated her interest in ecumenism. With the strong instinct of se rvi ce to 

o the rs she al so joined The Samaritans, a vo luntee r o rga ni za ti o n whi ch 

o ffe red a li ste ning ca r and a helping hand to people in need. Th is l,ist 

experience was yet another block in the building of he r eve ntual calling. 

The first years of marri ,igc, of he ing a m iniste r's wife, of se ttling in h \.' r 

new cou ntry, and of being th e proud mother of a baby hoy, passed qui ckly. 

While in Beauharno is, Rosemary did so me supply teaching, was ,icti ve in the 

WM S, and alo ng with he r hushand was invo lved in ecum e ni ca l work in rhe 

area. In th e mid-s ixties, the Dorans acce pted a miss io n charge at L' Eglise d es 

' anto ns d e l' Est in Melho urne, Q uehec. This was a Fre nch co ngregati o n 

with all se rvices co nducted in thar langu:ige. The women there had a husy 

WM ' group to wh ich Rose mary he lo nged and, d espire the fa ct th .it he r 

fa mily now numbered three children, Andrew, Barhara and Ruth, she 

m,rnaged to d o some supp ly teaching aga in. Those years o f il',irni ng .ind 

re:iching French were he ing put ro good use. She did tr.inslation wo rk and 

:1lso he lped with rhe first bi li ngu;d and ecume nica l World Day o f Praye r in 

the :1re; 1. Wo men fro m the two Ro m.in C ath o li c parishes were invi ted for the 

first t ime to partic ipate, which they did . The evc nt was a grea t success. 

The nex t move was in 1972 to Ri chm o nd, Onta ri o, a two-point charge 

with Stittsvillc . Again Rose mary put he r many talents to use to enhance th e 
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li ves o f the co ngregati o ns - as Superintend en t o f the Sunday schoo l, she held 
classes in the m ,m se at 9 .30 a.m. befo re the church se rvice , the n trave lled to 
St ittsville fo r the late r se rvice where shl' played the org,111 . Ea rly Sunday 
mo rnings at the ma nse must have bee n hect ic! She was a member o f the loca l 
WM S ,md a lso becam e active in th l' O ttawa Pn::sbyte ri a l. In Jun e, 1975, 
Rose mary, as Pres ide n t of the Presbyte r ia l, took part in the ce lebrati o ns u f 
th e Ce nten:iry o f the Presbyte rian C hurch in Ca nada . A fte r a wo rship 
se rvice in St . A ndrew's C hurch , O ttawa, the congrega ti o n jo ined o ther 
wo rshipers in a march to Parli a1ne nt Hi ll fo r a n occasio n of pub li c worship 
and recogniti o n. From there they marched to Knox C hurch fo r ,l recepti o n 
a nd clos ing se rvice o f Th an ksg iving. Dur ing the ce ldir.1ti o ns Rose mary was 
rece ived by the Covernor Cenera l and Mm e Leger and , be ing flu ent in 
Fre nch, was able to co nve rse e,1sil y with them. 

Rose mary c dls he r tim e with the WM S in O ttawa very signifi ca nt. It w;-1s 
wh ile there that she rea li zed her ta lent fo r speak ing in publi c. Th ro ugh her 
ea rly years a t school and co ll ege she had o ften bee n picked as spo kesperson 
fo r the group but had a lways ago ni zed over the task. Her experi ence as 
Pres ide nt o f the Presbyte ri a l, with its many ca ll s fo r speak ing in publi c, made 
her awa re th ,1t th is was someth ing that she could indeed do . She a lso fo und 
she quite e njoyed it , alth o ugh to thi s day she has never lost the to uch o f 
exc iteme nt, ,md eve n tea r, that most good public speakers have at the 
mo ment whe n they beg in to spea k. She t<.)und a lso that, as she progressed , 
he r wri tte n wo rds were co ming together mo re eas il y and, most of a ll , that she 
had things she wanted to say. Th ose early seeds that were sown back in 
Ire land we re o nce m o re being nurtured and were sta rting to fl o uri sh. It was 
in O tt,1w,1 that Rose mary had the first in kling of her greate r destiny- but the 
t im e was no t ye t right - no t w ith small children and stretched fin ances. 

After five years in the O ttawa a rea it was time fo r ,m other ch,m ge - thi s 
t ime to Windsor, O ntario, where Ge rry had bee n ca ll ed ;1s ministe r to Kn ox 
C hurch . Rosemary fo und thi s a n unsettling move and , alth o ugh invo lved 
,1ga in with the WM S at bo th loca l and Presbyte rial leve l, she was fee ling 
slightly adrift. Fo llowing some health problem s, it was Cerry who suggested 
tha t she take some classes at the U nive rsity of Windsor. A fte r so me soul 
searching she en ro lled in the Lite 70s in courses leading to a Certifi cate in 
Religio us Stud ies . This p roved to be a wo nde rful experi e nce and in her ow n 
words, 11 I di scove red tha t I still had a brain ." She rece ived an Ho no urs B.A. 
in Re ligio us Studi es , ,rnd encouraged by her hushand and fa mily as wl' II ,is 
mem be rs of the U ni ve rsity, she emb,irked o n her Maste r's d egree. 

Halfway through her course of stud y, wh ile standing in her own kitchen 
o ne day d o ing som e ho usewife ly task, it a ll ca me togeth l' r a nd she knew 
the n , and fo reve r, that she was ca ll ed to the IT1 inistry of Word and 
Sacrame nr. W ith thi s knowledge came a Sl' nse of wond er and of b u, a nd it 
was some t im e hefo re she could decla re to Gerry and the fa n1il y what she fe lt 
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ca ll ed to do. Eve n now, she speaks of the se nse of wonder, amazeme nt, j\)y 
and priv ilege that ministry g ives to her. Rut in rruc Rose ma ry fashion sh e 
like ns it to the wo nde r, joy, amazement a nd privil ege that m othcrh o()d 
brings. S he secs he r fam il y as a ministry, a nd thi ::; sen se of mini stry spi ll s 0V1: r 
in to her dea lings with o the r people that she meets in he r accepted voc1tio 1, . 
In 1985 Rosemary trave ll ed to Mo ntrea l to stud y for a yea r at Prcs l1ytcri,1n 
Co ll ege. S he laughingly reca ll s tha t yea r and te ll s h ow the fam ily rcp lac\:'d 
t he ir mnthc r w ith a microwave ove n and a te lephone-a nswe ring machin(' I 
Mc,rnwhil c mother was li ving in res ide nce at the co ll ege a nd speaks of h ('r 
yea r with affecti o n . It was exc iting and she found a welcom ing atm osph e re 
the re which he lped to lessen the fee li ng of sepa rati o n fro m he r fam il y. S he 
e me rged at the end of the year w ith the Co ll ege's D ip lo ma in Ministry. 

After grad uating fro m Preshytc ri ,1n Coll ege she returned to WindS\l r 
and over a pe ri od of ti me supp li ed at U nited C hurches in C hath am and 
Windsor, .is wel l as at a Presbyte ri an C hurch in C ha tham. At th e same tiJT)c 
she was teachi ng some classes at the Un ive rsity of Windsor. Then Rive rs id e 
Prcsbyte ri ,rn C hurch in Windsor fe ll vacant, and Rosemary se rved as inte rin1 
minister for e igh teen months or so before be ing ca ll ed by t he co ngregatio n . 
S he se rved as the ir ministe r fo r ten more yea rs un t il he r retire me nt, w h ich 
proved to be an ideal partne rship. 

Rose mary's stro ng co mmitment to se rvi ce and to peop le, as we ll as h 1: r 
ta lent fo r li stening, was exactly the r ight comhinati o n need ed hy that 
p,1rticul ,1r congrega tio n at that part icular t im e. He r ::;ty lc o f preaching i::; 

upli ft ing - she likes he r peop le to leave church after a Sund ay se rvice w ith a 
pos it ive att itude. Part of her success in preaching is that she ta lks to people 
whe re they arc in t he ir li ves. During an inte rview she stated that eve n S t . 
Paul's words arc of no help to people if the words d o not connect them to 
the ir par tic ular c ircumsta nces! The te lling of the Story needs to be rc lcv,int 
to people's expe ri e nce, othe rwise it is no t hea rd. S he uses insta nces :ind 
exa mples that peop le unde rstand, so mething that she had lo ng apprec iated 
in Ue rry's preaching. 

At va ri o us t imes while in Windsor she se rved o n Preshytc ry a nd Synod 
committees, was Moderntor of Prcshyte ry and Co-Conve ner of rhc Life ,111d 
Miss io n Committee . Rosemary is much in demand as a speaker, espec ia lly by 
women. Her lo ng ,1ssociation with the WM S and the ma ny occisio ns whe re 
she h ,1s been guest speake r at confere nces, co ngresses, co unc il m eetings, 
synodica ls, prcsbytc ri ,ds, a ttest to this popu la ri ty S he has an instinct fi.1 r the 
right wore.ls a t the right time and puts these words togethe r ve ry sk ill fully. P,1rt 

of her success is tha t she rea ll y loves words, e njoys compos ing, and eve n has 
fun do ing it. For a numhcr of yea rs she was a contr ibuting write r fo r the 
Pres byterian Hecorcl as we ll as writing num erous arti cles for Clad Tiding,. So me 
of the poems that have appea red in Glncl Ticli11gs have hec n fro m he r pe n and 
while at Rive rside she wrote hymns fo r congrega ti o nal use. 
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Wh en, as part of their five-yea r plan, the WM S cITiba rked upo n a p roject 
to publish a comprehe nsive hi sto ry of the Soc iety, Lo is Klempa was asked to 
wri te the ea rl y hi story - a daunting task requiring much a rchiva l resea rch -
a nd Rose mary was :tpp roached to write the hi story from 1972 to the prese nt. 
For her part, Rosemary has sa id that she enj oyed the academic exe rcise and 
the rcsc:1rch necessa ry fo r the rask . Again, :-is she herse lf h:1 s sta ted, she 
rcga rds writing as pa rt of her min is try. 

H er lo ng assoc iation with, and commitm ent to, the Wo men's Missio miry 
Society led to the fitting pos itio n of Pres ident of the Society in 1995 :111d 1996. 
Her congregatio n at Rive rside, tho ugh witho ut a WM S group, were mosr 
accomm odating and supportive during her two-ye.tr pres identi a l te rm. At that 
time the Society was in the process of taking a lo ng hard look at itsdf, its past 
and its future - and initiated ;1 program ca lled "Threatened with Resurrection." 
O ut of this evolved the five-year pl a n, and numerous changes and 
mod ifica tio ns to progra ms, staffing, etc. were suggested. 

Not the least o f these suggestio ns invo lved increased pub li city fo r the 
So ·icty within the h urch , with the soo n-to-be published hi sto ry book as 
o ne of the resu lts. Througho ut her pres idency Rosemary d cmo nstr,lt ·d he r 
grasp of procedures, he r o rg;111i zatio n :1 I ski ll s, her peop le ski lls, and her 
li ste n ing skill s. She a lso showed an apprec iation fo r the hi story of the 
Society, but emphas ized the "sharing of ideas and experime ntatio n as we let 
go of who we were and ge t o n with who we arc." 

As Pres ident, she se rved o n various church committees , including 
Assembly Council a nd Li fe & Miss ion Agency. During her term of office she 
visited hina as the Presbyterian representative of an Ecumenicd Study To ur 
organized by the anada C hina Program . O n her return, she wrote a se ries 
of articles o n her tri p fo r Glad Tidings, exami n ing the rc-c 1T1 ergc ncc of 
chu rches and co ngregatio ns afte r the end (if the C u ltura l Revolutio n in 1976. 
Rose ma ry ret ired fro m Rive rside C hurch in August 2000 - Cc rry had retired 
a few years hefo rc and now it w:1s time for the Do rans to move o nce aga in -
this t ime to Miss issauga. Rosema ry found the move to he traumatic. 
Sudden ly she had plenty of t ime to pursue her own inte rests hur, with her 
deep ly ingrained se nse of se rvice to others, thi s did no t fee l right. As so ofte n 
happe ns in life, as o ne door closes another o pens. Rose mary was ca lled ro St. 
A ndrew's C hurch in Brampton as Assoc iate Ministe r for Visitation, part 
t i,nc. Any wor ri es the family m ay have had about the ir mother were di spe lled 
whe n they saw her fa ce at the mo me nt whe n she w;1 s confirmed in her 
appointme nt. She rad iated joy. Those fow hou rs a week spent in the se rvi ce 
of o thers made eve rything right again. And so Roscm:1ry is e nj oy ing her 
"retireme nt." She never ceases to be amazed that God has chosen hcr1 
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Yf?atherine ~llespie 

by PETER BUSH 

C ATHER INE "KATE" G ILLESPIE was the first woma n in Ca nada to 
be the princ ipal of a Native Res id e ntial Sch oo l. A gifted 
administrato r and an effective teacher, G illesp ie never lost sight of 

the prim ary miss io n of the Presbyter ian C hurch in its wo rk among Native 
people - the proclamatio n o f the gospe l of Je:; us hri st . 

Ca th erine was born in 1866 nea r Teeswate r, Onta ri o, the daughter o f 
Willi am G illespie and Janet McAu ley. In the mid-1 880s, her pare nts and 
fo ur sib lings jo ined the many O ntar ians who were head ing west to seek their 
fo rtunes as settl e rs in the new Lind that was be ing o pened up by the 
expansio n of the ra ilway. The G ill espie fam ily settl ed fifteen kilo metres 
south o f present-day Balcarres, Saskatchewan (near Fort Qu'Appell e). Kate, 
who was a lready teaching at thi s time, rema ined in O ntari o fo r a couple of 
yea rs befo re she too headed west in 1889. She taught fo ur years in va ri o us 
communities in south-eastern Saskatchewan. 

In 1894, the Rev. C. W. Whyte , miss io nary fo r The Presbyte ri an C hurch 
in Ca nada o n the Cote Rese rve (nea r Kamsack, Saskatchewan) o ffered her 
the pos it io n of teache r in the rowstancl Native Res idential School. It was 
he r respo nsib ili ty to te:-ich the thir ty-fo ur pupi ls enro ll ed in the school, 
ranging in age fro m seven to sixteen yea rs, a ll in o ne classroom . Ry the time 
of he r depa rtu re th ree yea rs la te r the re we re fo rty-o ne stud en ts in th e school. 

G ill espi e took a bas ic nurs ing course in the summer of 1897. She 
recogni zed that, if she was go ing to continue teaching in Native res iden tial 
a nd day schools, basic medical knowledge wo uld be invctlu ablc . That 
summ er G illespi e moved from the C rowst,md to the Mistawas is Rese rve 
(n ear Prince A lbert, Saskatchewa n), where she beca me the teacher of the day 
school. In the 1898- 1899 academ ic yea r there we re thirty stud en ts in the 
schoo l, twe nty o f w ho m were Native chi ldren. 

T he weather had a great impact o n the students' ,tttendance at schoo l. 
O n bad weather days, whe n no stude nts showed up, G ill espi e do nned her 
winter gea r and headed o ut to take school to her pupils. It so happened that 
a ll the stude nts li ved alo ng the same road. Starting at the first ho use that had 
pup il s, she set lessons fo r the childre n living there to do , and then moved o n 
down the road ass igning lesso ns as she went. She usually acco mp li shed th is 
task for a ll he r stude nts by lunch time. After lunch at ho me, she wou ld again 
make the ro und of he r pupil s' ho mes, this t ime tak ing up the ass ignments 
g iven o u t in the mo rning. G ill esp ie fo und thi s process ti ring and 
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discouraging; she much preferred th e traditio nal school model whci·e 
stud ents cam e to he r. She had, howeve r, di scovered a way to d o schoo ling in 
a manner appropria te to the climate and the culture. S he h ;icl shown hl:' r 
wi llingness to ad apt to the context. 

The Mistawasis Rese rve h,1s had a lo ng and hea lthy re lati o nship with 
The Presbyterian C hurch in C anada, go ing back to th e mini stry o f the Rev. 
Jo hn McKay, o ne o f the first Native ministe rs in the deno mination. G illespie 
arr ived o n the rese rve at the same tim e as a move ment of the Ho ly Spirit w,\s 
underway, a number of young people had co nfessed the ir fa ith in Jesus 
C hri st. As the school teacher to some o f the newly co nverted , G illespie 
so ught to nurture their faith in Jesus C hri st. She noted o f these stud e nts, 
"The ir C hri stian ze,il is still conspi cuo us. " 

The summer o f 1899 brough t a number o f changes to G ill espi e's li fo. 
Her mothe r di ed . Her siste r, Janet, wh o had bee n li ving with the ir pare nts 
moved in with Kate at Mistawasis, as did the ir fath e r. K:1te a lso made a 
dec isio n that summ er abo ut how to address the atte ndan ce problem . Th e 
two-storey ho use in which the three G illespi es lived was transfo rmed in to a 
board ing house. The G illespies lived in three small rooms at the fro nt of the 
ho use o n the ground fl oor. The children wh o hoarded with them fron, 
Mo nd ay through Fr iday li ved in two rooms upstairs that we re se t up with 
hunk beds. In 1900, seven children boarded with the C,ill espies. At the back 
o f the ho use o n the main fl oor there was a large kitche n in wh ich Janet 
cooked the me,i ls, did the laundry, a nd the many o ther things invo lved with 
keeping a ho useho ld o f ten fun ct io ning. 

Ry the spring o f 1901, however, Kate G illespi e rea li zed that she cou ld 
not co ntinue living th e way she had been - the board ing progrnmm e was too 
successful, the ho use too small. There had to be cha nges . S he had a pLu : th e 
wife o f the miss io nary o n the rese rve was a train ed teache r who was a lread y 
ho me schooling her own children, she could take ove r the day school. Th e 
wid owed d aughte r o f the Rev. Jo hn McKay needed a mea ns o f suppo rting 
herse lf and her fam ily, and who be tte r to take over the hoard ing ho use? 
C illespie proposed thi s plan to the Fore ign Mi ss io ns Committee ,111d a fte r 
some hes itati o n they ado pted it. In propos ing the plan, (J ill espi c showed two 
characte ri sti cs that wo uld he crucial in her nex t educat io nal ve nture. First, 
she was ab le to recogni ze gifts and skills in ochers, including native people, 
pushing th em fo rward to p laces wh ere they could use th eir gifts. Seco nd , she 
tho ught o utside norm al patte rns, and was ab le to co nvince t·he d ec isio n 
makers to who m she was respo nsihlc to let her try he r ideas. 

So it was that in the spring of 190 1 Kate G ill espie was looking fi.) r a jo b. 
Th ro ugh the grapevine she hea rd that th e prin cipa l o f the Fi le Hill s 
Res idential Schoo l w.is res igning. She dec id ed to ,lpp ly fo r the jo b. File Hill s 
was close to Ralcarrcs , so her fath er wo uld he back in the ne ighbourh ood o f 
hi s friend s and could work as the school's ma in te nance man . Since File Hill s 
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was a res identi al school her siste r Janet could become the Matron of the 
school. It a ll made perfect se nse , the o nly problem being that G il lesp ie was 
a wo ma n, a nd no wo man had eve r bee n the p rincipal of a res identi al schoo l. 
After much back-and-forth negotiating, (; illespic was offe red the post, but 
she soon di scove red that she w,1s be ing paid less than any other Presbyterian 
Res id entia l School p rincipa l, and less than her p redecessor had bee n pa id. 
S he wrote to the Com m ittee desc ribi ng herse lf as "p iq ued" by th is di scovery. 

File Hill s was a perfect match for G illesp ie's skill s and perso nali ty. As 
p rin cipal of the school, not o nly was she respo nsibl e fo r oversee ing the 
school, she was a lso to ensure that the re was Sunday worship at the school 
a nd at the sma ll na tive Presbyterian church o n the rese rve. Through her 
ab ili ty to recogni ze the skill s and gifts of others, she fo und a male teacher fo r 
the school who was also prepared to lead wo rship o n the rese rve eve ry 
S unday. Her siste r and fath er led worship at the school wirh students who 
we re prese nt. And Kate he rself went o ut each Su m h1y morning in her ho rse­
d rawn buggy or o n her sleigh (depe nding o n the weather) to gather together 
sm all groups of native peopl e in ho mes o r o ther p laces fo r worship. She 
wo uld lead wo rship and spea k the gospel message in any co ntext in her 
co mmitm e nt to th e evange li sti c work of the church . As an as ide, it is worth 
re membering that no ne of these ind ivid u,ds who were leading worshi p and 
preaching was o rdained as a ministe r. 

G illespie spo ke C ree wel l eno ugh to be able to lead a s im ple wo rship 
se rvice in the Lingu,1gc that was spo ke n o n the File Hill s rese rve. In her first 
lette rs to the Fo re ign Miss io ns Committee afte r becoming the principal, her 
co nsta n t refra in was, "Please se nd me some C ree hymn hooks." When she 
was final ly to ld tha t the re were no rec hymn books to be found, she 
expressed not o nly her own di sa ppo intme nt, but also the fr t1 stratio n of those 
ro who m she ministered. Th is gives an impo rtant insight in to C ill cspi c's 
thinking: th e classroom was taught in Eng li sh and the graduates of the 
school were expected to worsh ip in Engli sh (the school teacher led worship 
in Engli sh) , but C illesp ie und erstood thar to reach those who had not been 
through the res identia l school system it was esse ntial to use C ree. She sought 
to b ridge the l.rngu;1ge barri e r, not by impos ing Engli sh o n her li steners, bur 
hy learn ing C ree to be able to ministe r in the language of the people. Her 
rudime ntary medi ca l knowledge and her functio nal rec got her into places 
o n the rese rve where few o ther miss io nari es had ever bee n . 

C illesp ie was committed to nurturing the fa ith of the young lead ers who 
graduated from the File Hill s School. T he school bern me a p lace they visited 
regu lar ly; each Sund ay supper the G illespi e's dinner table was host to three 
or fo ur of these young me n . Cii ll esp ie was no t just a suppo rting car, she was 
a lso a spiritual c.lirector praying with these future leaders, a nurse sitting with 
the m when th ey were sick (a shocking number of gifted yo ung native 
Presbyteri an leaders across the prairies di ed young o r we re seve rely ham pered 
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by chroni c illnesses), and a matchmaker, acting as go-betwee n fo r the yo ul\.g 

men and the young wo me n th ey had the ir eye o n . (1 illesp ic understood th,)t 

if the future leaders of the native peo ple could be for m ed by the gos 11 1:- I 

message, then the gos pel wo uld have a chance to impact the File Hil ls 

Rese rve as a whole, and beyond that to othe r rese rves in the reg io n. 

C ill espie was a ca pable administrator who was prepa red to cha ll e nge th e 

Indi a n Affairs Department in Ottawa . Unde r her princ ipa lship the 

enro ll ment at the File Hill s school g rew: by 1905 there was no room for th e 

o ldest boys to sleep in the school bui ld ing. C ill espie had no cho ice but t0 

buy tents and pitch them nex t to the school fo r the boys to use as thei r 

dormitory. It rook two yea rs of consta nt appea ls to the Departme nt ()f 

Indian Affairs to get any acti o n. Finally, o n ly when G ill esp ie co nfro nted th e 

Deputy Ministe r with the fact that stud ents fo r who m he was respo ns ible 

were spending yet another prairie winte r sleeping in te nts wa;-; funding mad e 

ava ilab le to bui ld additi o nal accommodations . G ill espi e was so committed 

to th e students of he r school that she used her connectio ns and fo rcefu l st)' lc 

to o btain the ve ry best welfare fo r the young people in her charge. 

The File Hi ll s community was a n inte resting place to be in the ea rl y 

1900s. O n each rese rve the Indian Affairs Department in O ttawa had nn 

appo inted representative, the Indi an Age nt. The Agent was the first p lace t0 

whi ch a ll pl ans in regards to anyth ing taking p lace o n the rese rve had ro g\). 

The File Hill s Rese rve Indian Agent was W.H . G rah ,1m who had see n mal\y 

students go through the res ide nti a l schoo l system, retu rn to their rcsc rvc-s 

bur then take no steps to promote their pe rsonal o r the ir rese rve's eco no mi c 

improvement. (; raham's plan was to create an eco no m ic in cubator - he 

ca ll ed it a co lo ny - where stude nts graduating from res identia l schoo l wou ld 

be provided w ith a quarter section of land and ap p ro priate equipment to 

farm th e land, in exchange for li miting the ir tics with rese rve life . He ho ped 

to create an econo mi c eli te who would lead the native peopl e into a se lf­

sustaining future. Alth o ugh the plan had s ignifica nt fl ,1ws, C rnham did 

attract a group of gifted, entrepre neurial young me n to the colo ny, m,iny ()f 

them for mer stud ents of the File Hills School. 

In 1905 the Covcrnor Cc neral of Ca nada, Hi s Exce ll ency Ea rl U rey, 

visited the File I l ills Co lo ny. He stopped in at eve ry house ,ind fa rm to sec 

for him se lf what was taking place and to encourage the project. Earl C rcy 

was surpri sed at what he saw at the Colo ny, it gave him a ve ry differe nt view 

of native peo ple tha n the o ne he had gathered from hi s di scussio ns w ith 

gove rnm ent offi cials in far-off Ottawa . He was impressed hy the eco no mi c 

progress th.it was he ing made. T his visit confirmed the co nvicti o n of those 

invo lved with the "Colo ny" project that they sho uld co ntinUL' thei r e fforts . 

To that e nd , Ui ll cspie used he r contacts on the Fore ign Mi ss ions Committee 

of the Preshyte rian C hurch to find fun d s to e rect a church building o n the 

Co lo ny. T h rough a loa n from the Committee , building mate ria ls for the 
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church were purchaseJ, and in 1907, Wanakapew (Angels Sitting) lnJi an 
C hurch was ope neJ, h,1ving been built by the native people themselves. 
C illespie saw the loa n as the Presbyte ri an C hurch's statement of "trust in o ur 
yo ung people." A yea r afte r the co nstructi o n of the church bu ilding, worship 
,1tte ndance was up by twenty per cent ,rnd some peop le fro m the rese rve, 
who h,1d neve r befo re attended church se rvices, we re now in regula r 
a tte ndance. 

c_:; ill espi e und erstood that the school was simply o ne part of the broad er 
mi ss io n of the church among the na tive people at File Hills. As the principal 
of th e school, she knew she was a lso to be eva ngel ist, church plante r, and 
spiritua l director. In short, she was to be a miss io nary of Jesus C hri st o n the 
rese rve. Th at vis io n put her work at the school in its proper place and gave 
it a deep spiritual IT1 ea ning. 

O n August 26, 1908, Ca therine (; illespie and the I lo no urabl e W. R. 
Mo the rwell , Saskatchewa n's Ministe r of Ag ri culture, we re married at the File 
Hill s School. Res ides family membe rs a nd a few close fri e nds, th e o nly 
wedd ing guests we re the stuJe nts of the school. G illespie's marriage mea nt 
the e nd of her o ffic ia l co nnectio n with the File Hills school, a ltho ugh she 
remain ed deeply inte rested in the school anJ the progress o f he r fo rm er 
students. This was Mo therwe ll 's second ma rriage, hi s first wife having died 
three years earli e r. Kate beca me step-mother to Alma, Mm herwe ll's sixtee n­
yea r-o ld daughte r. In the autumn 1908, Kate was instrumenta l it starting the 
first Wo m e n's Mi ss io nary Soc ie ty Presbyte ri a l in the Province of 
Saskatchewan. Kate Mo the rwell took her role as the wi fe o f a po li ti cian 
se ri o usly, favouring uni versa l suffrage a nd an increase in women's econo mic 
rights . In 1911, she shared the stage at a Saskatchewan-wide wome n's 
co nvent io n with Nellie McClung and ✓ora Hind. W .R. Motherwe ll ran fo r 
the Liberal s in th e 1920 federa l e lectio n, becoming federa l minister o f 
agri cu lture in the first two Mackenzie King cabinets ( 192 1-1930). In 1940, 
the Mo th erwe ll s left publi c li fe , retiring to Lanark Place (now Motherwell 
Natio nal Histo ri c Pa rk) nea r Abernethy, Saskatchewan. W.R. Motherwe ll 
di ed in 1943. O n July 6, 1952, a therine G illespi ' fo llowed . She w,1s 
re me mbe red by Eleanor Rrnss, a fo rmer stude nt, in the fo ll owing way: 

IC 1thc rine Cii ll espie ] was a ge ntlewoman of the highest type. Her success 
in ga ining the co nfide nce of the Indian people was due to her ge nuine 
in te rest in the ir general we lfa re. She spa red neithe r time no r effort in 
her miss io nary work o n the reserves . She was an exce ll e nt ho rse-woman 
a nd drove a spirited tea m of ho rses in a ll kinds of weathe r, through 
bli zzards ,\lld muJdy roads to b ring the Cospel of love to her fl ock. 

FURTHER READING 
L. L. Dobbin , "Mrs. Catherine G ill espi e Motherwell : Pio nee r Teacher and 
Miss io n ,1ry, " Sas lwtchewa n History, vo l. 14, # I, 196 1, pp. 17-26. 
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!fZ5orcas &ardon 

By JA IN (]. N ICO L 

FO R TH E FIRST WOMAN PRIN C IPA L OF KN OX COLLEGE eve ry 
cLiy begin s ve r y early in the (;ordo n ho use ho ld in Newcastle, O ntari n . 
At least p,ut of the d ,1y is ,dre,1dy 111 ,q, ped out with usua l routine items 

a nd ongo ing 111 ,1tters. There arc dead lines to he met: perhaps a class to teach, 
meetings to be cha ired, visito rs to be we lco rncd, a repo rt to he completed, 
and perhaps an eve ning funct io n to attend . But each day also ho lds its 
un expected surpri ses: the interruptive te lepho ne ca ll , the unann o unced 
vis ito r, the unan t icipated se t of circurnstances that threatens to dom inate the 
day's age nda and throw the best laid p lans into comp lete con fusio n . En 
route at 6: 30 am , usually o n the C,O train for the eighty-k il ometre trir to the 
co llege, Do rcas uses the tim e to write, perhaps a br ief memo to the co llege 
admini strato r, o r some notes releva nt to an important meeting ,1genda item, 
or eve n a few lin es o f a se rm o n fo r the fo llowing Su nday at a church to which 
she has bee n inv ited to represent the co ll ege. 

For many people the mere prospect of such a crowded day ahead wo uld 
he sufficient to induce me ntal and phys ical paralys is. For Dorcas, o n the 
other ha nd, Cod 's ca ll is "new eve ry morning." Each new day is rece ived as 
a gift and a task, as Cod 's call ,md as God's commiss io n . Th is particular 
n10rning is no exceptio n . As she will read ily and glad ly admit, for her God's 
c 1II is th e overarching rea lity, the so urce fro m whi ch she draws courage and 
stre ngth . It is thi s ca ll th at ern1bles her to view the futu re in a pos it ive light. 
New eve ry mo rning it summ o ns her to ho pe. 

Bo rn in No rthern lreL1nd, Dorc 1s\ fami ly moved to Ca nad a in 1955 
whe re her fath e r se rved ,1s ministe r of co ngrega tio ns in the presbyteri es of 
Lind say, Pete rborough and West Toronto. She com pleted an ho nours degree 
in hi story at the U nive rs ity of Toro n to in 1969. Th ereafte r she studied a t 
Knox College fro m which she rece ived the M.Oiv. degree in 1972. There she 
met Noel C ord o n, and they we re rn arri ed in Kn ox College chapel in 197 1. 
Afte r graduati o n they soo n rn oved west to St. Albert , A lberta, where Noe l 
served as rnini ste r at Braeside a nd Do rcas continued to pursue her studies at 
Newman Theologica l Co ll ege in Edm onto n . A lo ne but not lo nely 
Protesta nt in a cornmun ity nf Rom,rn Catho lics she graduated from 
Newman in 1977 with th e Th.M . degree in Interdi sc iplinary Stud ies. It was 
,dso dur ing thi s peri od that three of the fo ur Cordo n chi ldren we re bo rn. 
A ltho ugh Dorcas rnay no t have full y rea li zed it at the time he r experi ence at 
Newman and that of ra ising a young farni ly together with Noel was to prove 
inva luable fo r the future. T he forrner e nabled her to e nter fu lly into the 
sp iri t of ecurn e ni ca l encounter and dial ogue, an aspect of ecc les ial li fe to 
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which she is sti ll ve ry d eep ly co mm itted. The larrer, g ive n the ins iste nr 

d emands o f ra ising a fam il y combined with furt her study, in ev ir.1hly req uired 

he r to d eve lop the di sc ipline and practi ce the art of ca lmly keeping as many 

items as poss ible in the air at th e same time 1 

Returning to O ntario in 1978, Do rcas\; acad emic, adm ini strative and 

ministerial for mation continued. In 1980 she e mbarked on a d octorate i11 

Biblica l S tudi es at the Toronto School of T heo logy (TST) . Spec ial iz ing i11 

New Testament studi es she graduated with the Th.D. d egree in 199 1. l1 uring 

th is pe ri od she lectu red in New Testam ent a nd taught New Te,;tament C reek 

at Kn ox College , was o rda ined to the minist ry of Wo rd a nd Sacrame nts i11 

1984, a nd together with Noe l em harked o n a tea m ministry at St. D,1vid \ 

Presbyter i,m C hurch in Sca rhorough , O n tar io. In 1994 she was appo inted 

Director o f T ST's Doctor of Ministry programme . After a five-year te rm i1, 

thi s pos itio n and having had the o ppo rtunity to ga in yet furthe r teaching, 

adm inist rat ive and ecume ni ca l ex peri ence she w:1s appo inted Pri nc ipal of 

Knox Co llege a nd ass umed the fa cul ty positi o n of Assoc iate Professo r o f 

Bihli cal In te rpretati o n . With a ll the ir inhere n t ini-e r-in stitu tion ,\ l 

,1dministrative complexit ies , it is diffi cu lt to imagine a more fitting 

prq1,1ratio n fo r a princ ipal of a theologi ·: ti co ll ege pl:1ced in th e ,1cademic 

co ntex t of the oIT and in th e federated ecume ni cal/acad e mic co ntext ()f 
the seven theo log ica l co ll eges that comprise TST. 

A br ief note o f some of the many co mmittees and assoc iatio ns of whi ch 

Dorcas is a member wi ll give some fu rther impr ·ss io n of the range o f h <.: r 

inte rests and co mmitm ents. She continues to se rve o n m,111y committees of 

T he Preshyte rian C hurch in C anada. As a me mhcr of its Accrediti ng 

Co mmi ss io n she is close ly invo lved in the work o f The Assoc i,1ti o n o f 

Theologic tl Schools in the USA a nd Ca nada . She co ntinu es ro ho ld 

mcmhcrship in the Theology Committee, C arihbe,1n and N o rth Ame ri ca n 

Area Coun cil of the World Al li a nce of Refo rm ed C hurch es. She rece ntl y 

completed a three-year te rm as Vice Pres id ent of th e C anadian Counc il of 

C hurches. Somehow she has found t ime to author :1 hook , severa l ;1c 1demi c 

a rti cles, num ·mus puhlic:itio ns of a p,1sto ra l nature, and to prese nt papers 

on va ri o us themes at ecum en ical co nfere nces in diffe re nt parts of the wor ld . 

Ami not least, as a pnson who is ve ry much committed to ma inta ining lwr 

rclario nship with congreg,1tio ns, she rare ly mi sses the o pportuni ty to 

co nduct Suml:1y wo rshi1 and preach when invited to d o so . 

Min ister, scho lar, educator, administrator, fe mini st, ecum e ni st ,111d 

much more - as Dorcas understands it, a ll of these roles ca n he li sted unLkr 

th e comprl' hl'ns ive rubri c o f Cod's one c tll to ministry. Thi s o ne ca ll is we ll 

l'x prcsscd as fo ll ows in the Prea mble to the ordin :1t io n questi o ns in T he 

Presbyte rian C hurch in Ca n,1d a 's Book of Forms: 
All ministries of the church p roceed fro m ,111d a rc susta ined by th L· 

ministry of the Lord j l's us C hri st .. . . A ll members o f rhe church :m: 

ca ll ed to share the Ciospd with the wo rld , and to o ffer to the fat her the 

worsh ip and scrv i ·e that arc due to the C r ·,1to r from the c rea ti on. 
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Am o ng o ther things these stateme nts c learl y imp ly that just as there is 
o ne Sp irit from whom we rece ive ma ny gifts, God 's o ne ca ll to he engaged in 
Cod 's mi ssio n in the church a nd in the world is di spersed among God's 
peo ple in a va ri ety nf different ministri es or voG1tio ns. S imila rl y, l;od's o ne 
ca ll to a ny o ne pe rson ca n be understood as invo lving o ne in a plurality of 
ministries, as a Gill to he practi ca ll y deployed in a va ri ety of cal lings. As 
Dorcas und erstands he r prese nt ro le ,ind respo nsib il iti es as Principal , thi s 
o ne c,ill may he sa id to ass um e ,1t least a threefo ld fo rm . Sourced in the o ne 
ca ll of C,od , she is ca ll ed to the m in istry of Word and Sacr,in1cnrs, to the 
mini stry of admin istratio n, and to the ministry of teaching. 

We m.1y let Dorcas spea k for he rself. With re fe rence to co ngregatio nal, 
p,1sto ra l ministry she no tes: "Wh ile my primary mini stry at present is 
teaching and adm inistrati o n, I enjoy eve ry o ppo rtuni ty to ministe r within 
loGil co ngrega ti o ns. It is he re that my faith an d ca ll to ministry co ntinue to 
he challenged and re newed ." We shall sec that thi s fo rm of ministry is o ne 
that she a lso practices in the context o f th e Knox College community. With 
rega rd to teaching and administratio n she says: "I bring a teacher's love of 
learning to the administrative tasks of a learning instituti o n ." This sa me 
co nvicti o n is o ne that she c.1n sometim es express rather diffe rently, fo r 
example: "M y und erstanding of my primary ro le as Princip;il ar ises fro m my 
understanding of my role as teacher." O r aga in, with a bright smi le: "I enj oy 
administration, hut I love teaching." 

The di stinctions arc impo rtan t a nd have some equa lly important 
implicatio ns for Do rcas's understanding of her ministry. Two po ints may he 
no ted. First, they express "the Ca nadian way," the way that she natu ra lly prefers 
above any o ther, namely, that unli ke thei r pres ide nti al counterparts in 
seminaries in the U nited States , principals of theological coll eges in Ca nada 
arc cng,1gcd not o n ly to ad ministe r bu t abo to teach . Secondly, tho ugh 
d iffe rent and distingui shable fro m o ne another these fo rms of ministry arc not 
necessari ly at odds with each o the r. Of course , in the heat ;md h,1stc of 
practice, now o ne wi ll take precede nce, now anothe r. They have to be juggled, 
hear ing in mind the fa ct that the inab ili ty to d o so has prec ipi tated the demise 
of many a p rincipal or pres ident. Rut they arc not in confli ct primaril y beca use 
they a rc to he co nstrued no t as di stinct ends in themselves hut as essent iall y 
inrc rrcl,1tcd and interdependent. So understood , they a rc a lso subject to the 
sta ted va lues that shape Knox College as a communi ty of theologica l learning 
and teaching, a communi ty which in its own turn and according to its own 
miss io n is a lso subject to Cod's call "to eq uip the sa in ts for the work o f 
ministry, for bui lding up the body of C hri st." (Eph. 4: 12). 

What, the n , arc the fundam ental persuasio ns th ,1t info rm Dorcas's 
vis io n for theologica l edu cation and the convictio ns that shape her 
understanding o f he r role in thi s e nte rpri se? The fo llow ing words o f wisd o m, 
with the ir o rigina l context in the philosophy of the game of bascb,dl, 
ce rtainly sum up o ne of them , probably the most bas ic o n ': "The future a in 't 
what it used to be." Fo r some people thi s stateme nt might be inte rpreted as 
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,1 counse l o f d espair, for others as an invita t io n to mire o urse lves in n ostalg i,1 
for the p,1st . Fo r Dorcas the fa ct that the future is not w hat it used to he i~ 
again a summ o ns to ho pe, a hope that insp ires the three fo rms o f mini str \, 
to which she is presently committed . 

First, with rcg,ird to pastoral ministry, in he r 1998 submi ss io n to th \; 
sea rch committee fo r a principa l Do rcas writes: "Go ne arc the days whe ,\ 
stud ents, the majo rity wh ite, male, yo ung, s ingle li felong Presbyte ri ans, liveq 
in res ide nce and ca me together regularl y ove r meal s and at worship." Th \; 
co ll ege (and many co ngregati o ns of the Presbyte rian C hurch in Ca nada a~ 
we ll) is call ed to re-vis io n communi ty w ith a view to creat ing o n e th ,it 
inte nti o nally ackn owledges and cmbr,1ccs d ivers ity, diffe re nces o f race 
culture, gende r, theolog ical o pini o n, sexual o ri e ntati o n. With the adve nt of 
thi s new situ ,1tio n what fo rm sho uld co mmunity takc1 How docs a co ll cg\: 
most approp ria te ly respo nd to and embody the ca ll to be an in c lu s iv\: 
community in which "we arc me mbe rs of o ne ,111o th cr1" - hy seeking "t,l 
nurture relatio nships of trust ,rnd respect," and by each ,1ffirm ing the oth q 
in hi s or he r individua li ty and freedo m. 

It is prim arily in respo nse to this s ituation that Dorcas's role a t,; 
minister/ pastor comes to ex press ion most clearly. S he und e rstands th ,1t thi t-; 
ca ll s for perso n-ori ented rathe r than goal-o ri ented strateg ics , o n e thac 
requires caring policies and proced ures. O f the theo log ica l rationa le for sud"\ 
Do rcas notes for example: " o mmunity invo lves rel a ti o nships whicl, 
e n co mpass the d iv ine, the se lf and o th e rs." O n the bas is of thi :,; 
und ersta nding the co ll ege is ca ll ed "to prov id e the pL1 cc whe re a ll of u :,; 
recogni ze the unique manifestatio ns of the divine no t o n ly in o ur indiv idu ,lj 
se lves, but also in thuse we meet." As a tc,1ching, learning, worshipping an~1 
conve rsati o nal community, she adds, the co ll ege is the p lace where "stud e nt:,; 
share their dive rse li fe experi e nces, and 'hea r' each othe r in to pe rso nal an(! 
spiritual maturity in the midst o f the 'how, what and why' of n, ini str y 
cdue,1tio n." Fo r any theo logica l school characte ri zed hy such di ve rs ity the n.: 
arc no quick fixes and there is ce rta inly n o se nse of hav ing "a lread y 
ohta i ncd ." Nevertheless, in the stre ngth of co nvictio ns such as these t h e re is 
eve ry e ncouragement to "press o n" in ho pe . (Phil. 3: 12). 

It h.1s a lrc:1d y hec n noted that it is difficult to im ,1ginc :1 more comp le)..: 
web o f intc r-imtituti o nal relationships than that in wh ich she exe rc ises t h 1,: 
mini stry of administratio n: Kn ox College , TST, Uoff, The Prcsbyte ria,~ 
C hurch in anada . Whethe r it is a m,1ttcr of curri cu lum, courses , bud,!._!e ts , 
stud ents' learning and finan c ial needs, or academic or church po liti cs, in o n 1: 
way or another t he age ndas of a ll of these co nstitue nc ies impinge upo n th e 
li fe and work of Knox College. He nce, fo r Do rcas a nd he r ,1dministrati ve 
co un tc rp,1rts, life has to be li ved "i n the fast lane." 

Like most compete nt administrators Do rcas is full y familiar w ith th e 
moves t hat a rc cssc nti ,11 to making sound administrative judgeme nts a nd 
d ecisions: g,1the r the tacts of the s ituati o n , organize them, cons id e r the 
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problems and oppo rtuniti es they present, select and determ ine your goa ls, 
;rnti c ipatc criti cism and debate, make your proposa ls, and so o n. T his 
co njures up the image of the lo nel y leader, toi li ng away at so me in tractab le 
admi nistrative problem in her or hi s respective obscurity. This is no t a 
car ica ture but an esse ntial part of the task of admin istratio n. That rol e is 
m,1dc to le rab le, o r mo re accurately from Oorcas's po int of view, becomes 
"enj oyable" when the power of dec is ion-ma king is understood to be a shared 
powe r, a nd when boards, commi ttees, fac ul ties , assume common ownership 
of whatever dec isio ns have to he made. G ive n these <1ss umptio ns o ne's 
leadership style , as Dorcas und ersta nds and p ractises it, h,1s ahovc .di to be 
co ll abo rative, co ll egia l a nd consensua l. It invo lves extensive co nsul tatio n , 
li ste ning with respect to diffe re nt po ints of view. Rut she fu lly rea li zes ton 
thi s is not necessa rily a lways the end of the process. Difficult dec isions sti ll 
have to be made when no clear consensus is ev ide nt, and as she readi ly 
admits, thi s ca n mean "mak ing such dec isio ns in the midst of ongoing 
amb igu ity accepting respo nsibili ty fo r them if they arc the wrong o nes, and 
learning from that fai lure. " 

We can <1lso as k: why d ocs she d o it? The sho rt answe r to this q uestion 
is that she docs it and e njoys d o ing it beca use ad ministrat io n is to be 
und erstood as o ne fo rm amo ng others o f hope in actio n . It is no t an end in 
itself but a m ea ns to effect change. The sa me can be sa id of her app roach to 
teaching - the a im of good teaching sho uld be transfo rm ativc learn ing, o r 
mo re precisely, mutually transfo rmativc of both student a nd teacher. The 
occasio n whe n such lea rning happens, the "Aha" moment brings the 
rea li zation that she has taught we ll, a nd leaves her with a deep sense of 
sa ti sfaction . Dorcas readily gives credit for thi s insight to Parker L. Pa lmer' s 
book The Courage co Teach. He rc Palmer a nalyses three models of ed uca tio n: 
the th erapeutic w hi ch makes intim acy the highes t va lu e in hum an 
relati o ns! ips; the civic which assu mes that truth is to be decid ed by majo rity 
vote; the marketing model that be li eves the customer is a lways right. These 
models cont1in insights that educa ti o n needs, but if ed ucatio n is to be 
ge nuin ely trn nsfo rmative it has to di sconcert, provoke, eve n subve rt. Th e 
trouble with a ll three m ode ls is that in diffe re nt ways they effective ly prevent 
thi s. P,dm cr no tes: "students who have been we ll se rved by good teache rs may 
wa lk away a ngry- angry that the ir prejudices have been cha ll e nged and their 
se nse of se lf shake n . T hat may lie a sign that rea l education has hap pe ned ." 
Such teaching is "teaching from a h -a rt of ho pe." For those who know 
Dorc 1s the descripti o n fits perfectly. O n the subject of ho pe St . Augustine 
says: "H o pe has two bea uti ful daugh ters. Their names a rc ,1nge r ,md courage; 
anger at the way things ar ', a nd courage to sec that they d o not remain the 
way they arc." Do rcas's cournge is not in q uestion. Asked if she eve r gets 
angry Dorcas says: "Watch my eyes!" 
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Q/tfldur Q/Cistine Q/Cermanson 

(Miss Wa sh) 

by DR. A. DO NALD MAC LEO D 

S H E WAS A W O MAN O F MANY LAN GUACES AND MANY 
NAM ES. I kr la nguage o f birth w,1s Swedish, he r language o f c1d o pti o n 
English , he r l,rnguage o f ministry the Ta iwanese dialect o f J1 inese. 

And to those three she add ed a ti.i urth under compu lsio n - the la nguage of 
th e co nqueror, Japanese. Il e r nam es were many a lso: Hildur Kri stine 
H erm a nso n in her language o f birth, Ho C,.-1 n Yu am o ng the Taiwanese, 
" He rmie" to everyo ne, and "Miss Wash" to those who loved her and who m 
she se rved with d evoti o n . 

Hildur Hermanson was bo rn in 190 [ in Hasjo, Jamtland, Sweden, o ne 
o f a fam il y o f ten , seve n boys a nd three girls. H er fath er, Herman , 
immigra ted to C anad a wh e n Hildur was a sm,111 g irl. Th e fam il y 
ho meste<1 ded in Buchana n, Saskatchewan, a small community thir ty miles 
northwest o f Yo rkto n. From her far ming childhood H ildur developed a 
strong wo rk ethic a nd a great dea l of practi ca l comm o n sense . She went o n 
to Saskatoon a nd stud ied nursing at St. Pa ul's Hospita l, graduating as a 
Registe red Nurse in 1929. She then wo rked at the "Hugh Waddell " Hospital 
in C ano ra, sixtee n miles fro m ho me. The "Hugh Waddell" Hosp ita l, o pened 
in 1913, was o ne o f a number o perated by the Presbyte rian C hurch in 
C anada 's W o m e n's Miss io nary Soc iety (WMS) fo r no n-Anglo Saxo n 
immigra nts, pr imar ily U krainia ns, who wo uld o therwise have bee n dest itute 
o f medi ca l care. O f a ll these WM S hospita ls the "Hugh Wadde ll " was the 
la rgest and m ost impress ive, a five-storey bui ld ing with sixty beds. 

It may we ll have bee n thi s experi e nce tha t put Hildur in to uch with the 
Presbyte rian C hurch and its Wo me n 's Miss io nary Society. She app li ed for ,111 

ove rseas post ing unde r the WM S in 19, 1, was appo inted to the Mackay 
Mem o ri a l Hosp ita l in Tai ho ku (as Taipe i was then ca ll ed , re fl ecting its 
Japan ese colo ni ze rs). Hildur the n cam e to To ronto to take a mandatory six 
m o n ths of study at th e M iss io nary a nd Deaconess Tra ining School and was 
the n se nt o n to Queen harlo tte's H ospita l in Lo ndo n, England , where she 
rece ived a dipl o m,1 in midwi fe ry. This qualifi catio n was suggested by the 
Fo rm osa Co uncil because the Japanese c.:;overnment was granting a dip lo ma 
in midwi fe ry to graduates of Mackay Hospita l, a nd they wanted ,l second 
nurse to lie properly ce rtifi ed. At an impress ive se rvice at St. Andrew's 
C hurch , Saskatoo n, o n Oece mher 16, 193 1, Hi ldur Hermanso n was 
des igna ted fo r miss io nary se rvice in Form osa. She sa iled fro m Va ncouver o n 
J,111uary 16, 1932. 
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Mackay Memo ri al Hospital had been established in 1880 by a gene ro ~1s 
gift fro m the widow of a Captain MacKay of Detroit, a n o perato r o f boats ,) n 

the G rea t Lakes. Ceorge Lesli e Mackay, pioneer Ca nadian Presbyte rian in 
Formosa, described it as "a great bless ing to tho usa nds of people." A nursit1u 

school, connected to the Hospital , had been reopened in 1925 and Hildur-•: 
ass ignment was to be a backup to another WMS appointee, Miss C hisho lm. 

Hermi e soon fo und herse lf invo lved in a physica lly dra ining activity. In 
her annual repo rt fo r 1935 she d esc ribed it as "a ve ry, ve ry, busy yc:1r. 
"A lthough I was ve ry tired often, the joy of working fo r o ur M:1ste r he lp1.:d 
me o n . Th e Form osa n nurses have heen a wonderfu l h e lp to m e ,ind ~o 
patient with my meager Form osa n language." Hospita l work had a d e finite 
spiritual compo ne nt. The Bible woman at Mackay Hosp ita l, Po-S ian-Ko:1 

had heen te lling "the story of joy and peace ." O n di scha rge, patie nts we r~ 
fo ll owed up by the loca l pastor, or in the c ity itself, by a Bible woma n . " I 
a lways hope to have the t im e some day to go w ith Po-S ia n-Koa wh e n sh e 
visits, but so fo r I have bee n far too busy with qu ite co mm o nplace tasks. 

Perhaps the Maste r mea nt me to d o these o rdinary tasks and su in my s 111 ~\ II 
way d o my part in thi s great wo rk." 

When Miss C hisho lm left on fu rl o ugh in 1936, I l ildur was :1ppo int1.:d 
Superintendent of Nurses at Mackay Hospital. She was be ing stretched to 
the limi t of he r profess io nal and physica l capac ity. T h ese d e mand s, rhe 
Formosa Council reported to th e church at ho me, "she h:1s ca rri ed in a 
happy, cheer ful and effic ient ma nner." Her stamina w,1s a ma zing and he r 

·o mmitmcnt to the medical wo rk was a lways of the highest order. But he r 
ma in conce rn was the eva nge li stic aspect of med ica l work. "Lately," sh e 
wrote in a 1936 letter, "we have hea rd of seve ral cases of people who h ,l\ ·e 
hea rd the C,ospe l in the hosp ital and o n return ing to the ir own di str ict h ,1\•e 
co nt inued the ir stud y of the Sto ry unti l they have at last :1cce pted C hr ist. '' In 
August of 1937 she left for he r first a nd we ll-d ese rved furl o ugh , "afte r :1 ve ry 
strenuous yea r o f se lfl ess service ." She spent th:1t furlough upgrading her 
nurs ing cred entia ls with a six-week co urse at th e U ni ve rs ity o f Manito l1:1, ; 11, I 

made ;1 spec ial stud y of recent adva nces in tubercul a r work. 
O n January 21, 1919, she sa iled from Vancouver o n the Em/Jress of l~msia, 

nor to i-=onnosa hut to Tokyo where she spent the nex t ye,tr advancing he r 

knowledge of Japanese which was now essential to work in the Emp ire. By now 
J;ipan had invaded C hina. After that yea r in Jap;in she returned to Formos:1, 
hut o nly hri e fl y heca use in November and December of 1940 a ll ex p:1triate 
miss ionar ies had to leave the Island. The evacuatio n was not witho ut its 

benefits fo r the indigeni za ti o n o f miss io n work. In May that yea r the three 
northern presbyteri es of the Preshyte rian C hurch of Form osa had already liec n 
org:in izcd in to a North Formosa Synod , and by November a Form osa n d octo r 
hecame supe rintendent of the Mackay Hosp ital under :1 committee ap po inted 
hy the new Synod. The Miss ion Report noted that, "Under the new order in 
the Jap;inese Empire today the government autho riti es a rc o pposed to any 
foreigners he ing at the head of any institution ." 



Hermi e's return to C anad a proved to be providentia l. In Alberta the 
Rocky Mo unta in Ho use Hospita l o f the WM S required an expe ri enced 
S uperinte nde nt to replace Irene MacRac who had left in February o f 1941 
to be marri ed. The re was a substantial adm in istrative respo nsibi lity to 
Hermi e's new pos itio n : a staff o f three nurses and genera l help, over 600 
inpati e nts a yea r, a nd 150 o ut-patients, with x-rays and about a hundred 
o bstetri ca l cases. During her time at the hospital Hermie improved the 
fa c il ities a nd never lost her comm itm ent to its spiritual min istry. She 
accompanied the medica l treatment with a generous d istributio n of Bib les 
and o ther religio us mate rials. 

The Presbyte rian C hurch ceased o perating Rocky Mo un tai n Ho use 
Hospita l at the e nd of the War. After e ight yea rs, it was reported to the 
C hu rch, "the Presbyterian ce nter for a ll the su rrounding country, bringing 
no t o n ly medi cal but also sp ir itua l help to people o f a ll nati o na lities, in Jul y 
1946, was t,1ken over by the municipa li ty." By the n I lcrmic was h,1ck in 
Formosa , hav ing sa il ed o n Apri l 29 o n the Marine Fal.con fo r Shanghai and 
the n ca ught a plan e fo r the fli ght ("j ust three a nd a half ho urs") to Taipei (as 
it was now call ed, the island hav ing reve rted back to hina at the end of the 
war) o n June 20. She was under appo intment to the C hina Rel ief 
Committee, seco nded fo r a yea r by the WMS. 

The city was in a te rrib le state when she arr ived . The Hospita l, and rhc 
ne ighbo uring miss io n co mpo und had bee n ravaged during the War. 
Am e rica n bo mbers had scored a d irec t hit o n the air-raid shelter nex t to the 
Hospita l and kn ocked d own a w,111 , with seve ra l casualti es. Hermie repo rted 
to C anada that, "Ou r Hosp ita l is practi ca ll y empty, what the Department of 
Publi c Hea lth did not take away when they ca me the so ldiers who have 
occupied the p lace have e ither broke n o r so ld. I felt quite ill after see ing it." 
Ja mes D ickso n, a miss io n,1ry o n the cast coast, had mo re pos itive news ahout 
an amaz ing swing to C hri stianity among the abor igi nal tribes people wh ile 
the miss io naries we re absent. Oickso n eve ntua lly got the so ld iers to leave, 
and me n cam e in to repair the hospita l. Within a few weeks the O ut-patients 
Departme nt was o pened . Of the e ighty beds that they had left in the 
bu ilding o nly sixtee n remained. Newly co nve rted aboriginal women were 
he ing e ncouraged to come fro m each vill age to study basic nursing ski ll s ,rnd 
th en return to teach o thers. 

H il dur was a lso wo rking with UNRRA, the U nited Natio ns reli ef 
agen y During the summ er of 1946 there was a cho lera epidemic and the 
age ncy's docto r a nd nu rse asked her to translate. 

I had never seen clwl.em before, and I do not wish to see any more! Ir has 
increased terribly in th.e south because of the lack of proper 1/1wmnci11e a r the 
ports from China a11cl also because of the ignoran ce of the /Jeo /Jle. They luwe 11 ot 
had cholera in Formosa before and the ordinary people do not k110111 111/urt to do 
a boat it. They keep the /Jatients at home until it is too /me to do a nything and, 
of conrse, daring th.is time they ase no /Jreccrations. Last week so many diecl each 
clay th.cr.t i.t was terrible. 
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Hermie set about with Dr. Hirschy, the UNRRA docto r, to di s infect t h l' 
Iso latio n W,1rd at the Tainan I lospital, 

bringing basins, pails and brushes for deaning and swrrecl a cleaning rnm/JC1ign . 

I've never workecl so hard! We d ea ned one ward ancl with e1•eryone 's he/./J we clicl 
manage ro get rhe three sickest /Jatienrs washed ancl to becl the first clay. The fi rst 

four nnrses who came clicl nor ap/Jcar rhe second clay as they were too tired, bi.Lt 

we finally got them back, the iclecl being to lw ve the same grou/Js 01,er each cl{l y 
and teach tliem properly, instead of going through rhe b1Lsiness of having a n ei v 

set each cla y. The Mayor wa.1 ro arrange trans/Jorw tion for the nnrses ancl feec/ 
chem, /me it seemed lie hacl to be reminded each clay. 
Hermie attended the mid-week praye r meeting of ,1 lnrn l church a nd 

afte rwards had the Formosa n nurse with he r spea k o f th e dange r of cho le q 
,md o f the p reca utio nary methods. Hermi e al so vis ited Happy Mo unt, th l' 
other Ca nadian Preshyte ri ,in med ical ministry. T he Lep rosa rium had n ot 
hee n ,1s bad ly d amaged as Mackay Hosp ita l. 

We are lw /Ji ng to get some Promin for the /x 1rienrs, as that a/Jparen tly hns q 

better effect chem the Clw lllmoogra oil .. I swyecl for rhe aftern oon injections, rhe11 

walked back to the ri11er and crossed 011er to TamSHi in rime for a la rer din ne1·. 

A ll the /Jatienrs work in their gardens, rend thei.r rabbit.1 a nd clucks, and clea1· 
mvay weecLs on their grollncLs. Even the one who is most cri /Jp l.ecl does gardening 
with liis poor stamps of lwmLs! 
Foll owing her yea r with UNRRA, Hermi e resum ed he r work as D irecto r 

of Nursing at Mackay Hosp ital. Back in Ca nada in Dece mbe r 1947 fo r 
furl o ugh she returned twe lve mo nths late r to a C hin a go ing th ro ug h 
dramatic m ili tary and po li t ica l change. Ry Octoher I, 1949, Mao Tse-tun,~ 
had declared the new People's Republic of C hin a. Taiwan w,1s now the so le 
refuge o f the Ku o mintang und er C hi ,ing Ka i-s hek. There was no respite ro 
the demands made o n the Hosp ital as mainland C hin ese po ured into th \.' 
Island , refu gees using eve ry poss ibl e means of escape from the Communi sts . 
Am o ng those evacuated were two Norwegia n nurses who greatly re li eved th e 
strain I le rmi e was fee ling, a nd a yo ung re located Engli sh m edi e,d 
mi ss ion,1ry, Dona ld Da le, who h,1d respo nded to the ca ll fo r a res id e nt 
phys ician at Mackay Hosp ital. 

For Ta iwan 195 1 was described as "the hest eve r for o pportuniti es in 
C hri stian wo rk." The first Ue nera l Assem bly o f the Preshyterian C hurch of 
Ta iwan met, but at Mackay I Iosp ital it was a diffe rent story: "The H ospita l 
had a reco rd year in its med ica l se rvice and a lso ,1 recurd yea r in inte rn a l 
p roblems o f administ ratio n." T he report co ntinued: "a ske leton miss io nary 
staff carrying ,in a lm ost imposs ible load o f respo nsibili ty in add iti o n to th e 
ce,1se less rou nd of normal d,1ily duti es and o ft-recurring prohle ms." LJo n,1ld 

Da le res igned in Jun e f-<.) r a private practi ce in Ta ipei, as did the two 
Norwegia n nurses , and in Dece mher I-l ildur He rm a nso n drew to a 
conclusion ,d most twenty years of se rvice at Mackay I Iospita l, interrup ted 
o n ly hy the wa r. 
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He rmi e's rema ining missionary se rvice won her the name "M iss W as h." 
S he was now free to pursue he r interest in combining hea lth and fa ith , 
hygie ne and C hri stiani ty, and explained he r vis io n in a 1953 field report. 
"Classes in Hygiene and Hea lth in the Ho me" were started in the women's 
gro ups in the church. 

These clnsses are ill a series of six lessons, a nd were held in 23 groii/Js .... Ac 
each cl.ms there was time for a devocio11nl /Jeriod and i11 new /Jln ces , for cm 
e11angelistic service ivhich was us,.wlly given by the ministers. These classes are 
bringing the women together in feUowshi/J and study. The ca /ks were /nepared 
/Jrimarily for wome11, b,a in mn11y /JI.aces men and yo ,mg /Jeop l.e also attended. 
Where there were Aborigines and Mainland Chinese, the talks had to be 
translated into those lc111 g1wges. The hos/Jital. Bible Woman 11isited all. the nearby 
grou/Js after the series was finished, encouraging them and also taking some 
members of the grou/Js to visit ex-/Jat ie11ts in each district a nd invite them to the 
church. 
It was particularly those people in the m o untain · who Hermi e was 

a n xious to reach . O n o ne such trip, accompanied by a nurse and the wife o f 
a business man who spoke the trib,d language, Tyal, she was driven ,1s far as 
a ca r cou ld trave l, the n the three wa lked o n to the village. 

I had some medicines to give out so after my talks we did treatments. The littl.e 
church, holding about 250 /JeO/Jle, was filled so we were very bwy, ta I.king from 
ten to eleven o'clock, th.en clinic 1mtil 1,mch. We met again at half /Jase two, 
another talk, the aborigines did one of their dances for 11.S in costume alld thell 
clinic again until seven o'clock - al!d was I tired! 
From late 1953 to ea rly 1955 and aga in in 1959 to 1960, Hermie rook two 

fu rlo ughs in he r final period of missio nary service. The compo und, now 
consisting o f four buildings, had heen occupied since the first dernde of the 
ce ntury. The who le property was now very va lwiblc and in the hea rt of a bustling 
metropo lis. Herm ie's house had been known affectionately for many years ,ts the 
"Hermie-rage." Later the property was taken over by the Hospital ,ind the 
"Hermie-rage" became a poli o rehabilitatio n ho use, much to Hermie's de light. 

O n Jun e 30, 1966, Hildur Hermanso n offic ia lly retired, but he r ho me 
m inistry was just beginning. Visitors to he r Vancouve r ap;i rtm ent found her 
a continual repos itory of stori es, reminisce nces and - above eve rything e lse 
- laughter. Hermie could a lways be counted o n, with he r fami li ar words 
"Let's have a party," to bring o ut the pos itive when everything might appear 
negative and dark. She was a suppo rtive m ember and cid e r of West Po int 
C rey Presbyte rian C hurch . In 1990 she rece ived a lo ng ove rdue honour as 
she was granted a d octo rate of di vini ty honoris causa fro m the Vancouve r 
Schoo l of Theology at the Un ive rs ity of Briti sh Columbia . O n June 19, 
1992, in he r ninety-second year she passed peacefull y aw,iy. She was a unique 
gift o f Cod to h e r church and to the people of Taiwan. Even today, when the 
na me " Hermie" is spo ke n, it is with a smile and a se n:--e nf gratitude for 
having known a remarkable human being who loved he r Lord, li ved to make 
othe rs happy a nd never tho ught abo ut he rse lf o r he r own co m fo rts. 
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Alexm1drn Johnston 



~exandra @t. (Sandy) ofi1inston 

T he C hurch's Loss Was the C hurch's Ca in 

By WALTER STEWART 

S HE M IC HT HAV E BEEN A MIN ISTER, but the rules d id not :dl ow 
it. Whe n Sandy Jo hnsto n - mo re properly, Professo r Alexandra F. 
Jo hnsto n, Ph.D. - was faced with crucial dec isions about her future, 

back in 196 1, th e o rdination of women had no t yet bee n passed by the 
Presbyte rian Genern l Asse mbly, so that was o ut. Howeve r, the church, never 
wanting to waste talent, has been able to enli st her as a worker, o rga ni ze r, 
administrator, cid er, steward and, most rece ntly, C lerk o f Sess ion of her own 
church , ove r a spa n o f mo re than three decades. It has been a mutually 
beneficia l a rrangeme nt; she has give n much and rece ived much; her bri lli ant 
academic ca reer and her church work have complemented each other, and 
today, she says, "I have sometimes wo ndered how my life might have gone 
had that optio n been open to me ." But she has no regrets, o nly curi os ity. 

Sandy Jo hnsto n was born in 1939, in Indianapo li s - by acc ide nt; she 
no tes. "We li ved in Brantford, but my mo ther was visiting in Indiana when 
I ca me al o ng a mo nth ea rly." Her father, Geoffrey Deane Johnston, was a 
Presbyterian ministe r (as hi s fat he r had been) and se rved the ·ame church in 
Brantford fo r mo re than four decades. "My grandfather was descended from 
Scots Presbyteria ns who se ttled in I rel and in the seve nteenth century. His 
church in Dublin was burnt in the ri o ts of 1916. " 

Ceoffrey Deane Jo hnsto n, ministe r, met Alexandra (Sandra) Sherwood, 
a bea utiful young Am erican, in Belfast, when Sandra was on a visit in 1927, 
a nd that was that. They se ttled in Irela nd at first, but "My mother didn't t;1ke 
to Ire land too well , and my fath er sa id there were already too many 
Jo hnsco ns in the Iri sh church." So they ca me to Ca nada in 1932 , "My fath er 
d efin itely did not want to go to the U nited States ," and landed in Rrantford, 
O ntari o. "During the Second Wo rld War, Dad served as head chaplain to 
the Fifth C anadi ;rn Divis io n. After the wa r, the chapla ins were the group 
who became leaders of the church. Dad beca me ch:1irman of the Boa rd o f 
Miss io ns in 1948 and as a resu lt I grew up with a forher up to hi s eyes in 
nati o nal church po litics. " 

Steeped in the fa ith, and the lo re, to say no thing of the po litics, o f the 
church, she w;1s always able to combine two busy lives in church and 
acade me that o fte n overlapped. Afte r high school in F\rnntford, she went to 
Toronto in 1957, to e nroll at Victo ri a College, a nd jo in an ho nours course 
in English that includ ed M arga ret Atwood and Dennis Lee. 
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It was whe n she haJ completed he r B.A ., in 196 1, tha t sh e had to d ec id ~ 
wh ere he r future lay. S he was then, as a lways, active in the church, but at tlwt 
time it did no t o ffe r the kinJ o f ca ree r a brilli a nt, amb iti o us yo ung wo mal")_ 
sought, so she d ete rmined o n an acad e mi c life as a pro fesso r o f Eng li sh . S h ~ 
took he r M .A., and the n a PhD., which she earn ed in 1964, whe n she w,1~ 
twe nty-fi ve. 

He r Ji sse rtati o n was "Th e C hri st Figure in the Four Engli sh Cycles ," th Q 
C ycles be ing the seque nces o f re lated scen es in re lig io us dramas, usua ll y 
acted in turn by m embe rs o f the various trade gui lds nf such towns as Yo rk. 
That do ne, the new Dr. Johnston went to Q ueen's U ni ve rs ity to teach 
beca use "Kenneth Mac l ean, the n cha irman o f the Engli sh d epartm e nt ,1t 
Victo ri a, to ld m e I could n o t be hired he re straight fro m school." S he n eed ed 
ripe ning. She got it in three hecti c but happy years in Kingsto n, and nea rl y 
stayed the re. Might we ll have , but for two things. The fi rst was that in th os<.:­
days Q ueens wou ld neve r co ns ide r a woman in a se ni o r administrativ<.:­
pos iti on, and the seco nd that she was summ o ned back to Toro nto and 
Victo ria U ni ve rs ity. 

"Kenneth was a d ea r Ya nkee, with infam o us handwriting, and he sent 
m e ;1 littl e sc raw l o f a lette r, wh ich I read and tossed o n the d esk. N early 
tossed o ut. Two days later I looked o n the othe r s id e , ,111d it was the offer o f 
a jo b ." 

Ra ck at Victor ia , she rose like the Dae m o n E1 iri c Q uee n po pping up 
through a t rap door; she beca me, in turn, Ass ista nt Professo r, te nured, 
Assoc iate Pro fesso r, ,ll)d Princ ipal of Vi ctor ia (1 98 1 to 199 1). 

At the sam e time, she was ri s ing throug h th e ranks in the church . S hc 
supported the re form that brought about the o rdina t io n o f women as c id e rs 
and ministe rs in 1966, se rved as a membe r of the Life a nd Mi ss io n Proj ect 
(LAMP) wh ich proposed ex te nsive o rga ni za ti o n ,tl changes to th e nati o nal 
structures o f the church in 1968-69, a nd then was nam ed to establi sh th e 
Board o f Ministry, to implem ent th e LAMP refo rm s. S he beca m e, in du c 
course , Vice-Cha irm an, the n h ,1irman ( 198 1-84) of the Roa rd , w hil c 
se rving in 198 1 as Commiss io ner to th e Ccnera l Assembl y, and as a m e mbe r 
o f th e Spec ial Committee o n Freed o m of Consc ie nce and th e O rdinati o n of 
W o m e n. 

Th is lieca m e :1 key post s i nee a m ove m ent had grnw n up d e tenn i ncd to 
rew rse rh e di ctum o n the o rdinari o n of women. "I worked with both s id es, 
and rn me to h;1vc a grea t res pec t for som e of th e people, with wh o m I did 
not agree, hut to whom it was a clc;1r m atte r of co nsc ie nce that women 
sho uld nor be o rd a ined . .. . W e managed to con clud e that o rdinati o n was 
now a m;1tte r of church law." 

O h, yes , and she sang in the cho ir. Not a sm;1II po in t, beca use, wh il e all 
thi s was go ing o n, he r acad e mi c c: ircc r was al so proceeding apace . It was 
while she was sti ll an Assoc ia te Professo r at Victoria th at .-, he took he r fateful 
sahhati cal to York, in Engl,md. Re me mbe r the cho ir. 
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O ne day while she was working in Yo rkminsrcr library, in 197 1, a 
lib rarian tosseJ a Jocume nt ,icross the table and as ked, "Wou ld that be of 
a ny inte rest to yo u?" 

"I cou ld not believe my eyes. What I was reading was a previously 
unkn own 14 '3 3 J csc ri ptio n of the c l,1 lioratc wagon se t fo r the Last 
Judge men t p lay pe rfo rmed by the York Merce rs." (M erce rs we re tex ti le 
m e rchan ts). 

Two weeks l,1te r, after a lo t of back anJ forth, she was being whisked (in 
a chauffe ur-dr iven Jagua r) to the Me rcers' Ha ll in Fossgate, to ga llo p through 
the a rchives there. Another scho la r, fro m Australia, Marga ret Rogerson, haJ 
a lso asked to sec the Merce rs' pagea nt docum ents, but she knew no thing of 
th e 1433 find. (Wh ich, in cide nta ll y, showed that many of the suppos it io ns 
abo ut how these phys we re put o n we re, in a word, bunkum). 

"M y first a nd e ntire ly reprehensible instinct was to say, 'Hide it!'; instead 
I mad e the best dec isio n of my life and asked for her address, invited her to 
d inne r and proposed that we share the di scove ry. " 

That was the first step towa rds REED, Records of Early English Drama, 
a project "to finJ, transcr ibe anJ publ ish ex te rna l evidence of dramatic, 
ce re m o nia l and n1instrc l activity in G rea t Br itain befo re 1642." ( 1642 was the 
yea r when the Puritans closed the theatres). T he two scho lars rounded up 
o thers, corra ll cJ financia l suppo rt, a nd in the blink of a n eye, which is to 
say, by 1979, R EED was up anJ runn ing. It is still humm ing ,do ng, and has 
produced twenty vo lum es of research so far. Th irty scho lars arc currentl y at 
work o n o the r projects. 

It is bcc.1use of Sa ndy Jo h nsto n, a nd a sma ll band of sta lwart, if 
ove rwo rked, co ll eagues , tha t the wo rl d ce ntre fo r the study of ea rly English 
dra ma li es, not in Lo ndon, o r New York , o r even o ld York - the c ity usua lly 
assoc iated with this branch of knowledge - but in anada. Much of it, in 
fac t, lies in the head and hands of this unassum ing wom,111. 

Ear ly English drama is no t o ne of the hot butto ns these days; bi ll io ns of 
d o ll a rs d o no t fl ood through the po rta ls of the Internet in sea rch of 
e-co mm e rce shares in The Woman i11 the Moon o r The Seco11d She/Jhercl's Play. 

o rpo rnte d o no rs a rc no r li ning up to excha nge mi lli o n-do ll ar pledges for 
their nam es, b lazed o ut in neon, ove r the po rtals of the nondescr ipt REED 
o ffi ce o n C harles S tree t in Toro nto; and it cou ld he argued that, in thi s 
hustl ing, glo ba ll y fixated, bottom-li ne wor ld, wh ich now includes and indeed 
a bso rbs th e unive rsiti es , thi s is a ll a mo nume ntal waste of time a nd mo ney, 
eve n if it J oes n ot cos t a lot, and much of the work is unpa iJ . The chance 
that a REED scho la r wi ll Ji scove r the miracle mate ri a l to fashion a new kind 
o f cookware, o r pate nt a new drug, may be rega rded ,is remote. 

H owever, as Dr. Jo hnsto n says, "It's not a question of something that 
c ures ca ncer o r builds a bridge. We arc dri ve n by a pass io n to get the facts 
stra ight." W e ca ll that scho larsh ip; it is at the hea rt of what universities, a ll 
fac u lt ies, a ll d isc ip lines , including church Jisc ip linc, is abo ut. Ea rly English 
theatre bcgat m ost western theatre, bcga t much of o ur culture. Ho llywood's 
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latest horror fli ck owes a debt here, as docs th e Stratford Shakes pcarqn 
Fest iva l, as do the myriad C hri st ian pagea nts that add so much to o ur li ve:-\ 
and culture. It is ni ce , it is esse nti a l, to know exactl y how it a ll began . 

Before REED, thi s was mostly based o n assumptio ns and guesswo t!l ; 
so 1T1 etim es bum guesswork at that. Now, it is based o n an eve r-in creas i11 ~ 

body o f ve rifi ed fa ct that has draw n the interest o f scho lars, bo th church ,ll)Ll 

l,1y, a ll ove r the wo rld. 
U nti l 195 1, it was fo rbidde n to depi ct a ny perso n o f th e Ho ly T rini ty ~) l1_ 

the pub li c stage , which barred re-staging of nea rl y a ll "M yste ry" p lays . Th c:­
ba n w:1s li fted as part of the Fest iva l o f Rrita in , and the Yo rk Cycl e w,1~ 
perfo rmed fo r the first t im e since 1569. S ince then , these early dra 1T1as h ,1v,1 
become increas ingly po pular, and, Dr. Jo hnston says , "I have played tlw 
Virgin Mary, an angel a nd a n abbess. " She adds, "The wo rd 'playe r' can refc t­
to music o r acting; we do a lot of music. Music is fun ." 

I !er role as an abbess rose o ut of o the r work she was do ing at th ~, 
U ni ve rs ity o f To ro nto . "I got ,I pho ne ca ll fro m a fri e nd who was wo rking ~) I"\ 

some of these modern re-enactments, who seemed to be asking fo r h e lp . l 
said, 'R igh t, yo u wa n t someone who can sing, knows thi s nrnte ri a l and i~ 
wi lling to wo rk hare.I .' I sang that role fo ur yea rs in a row." 

As her church and academic caree rs re inforced each othe r, she beca rn " 
Principal of Victo ria College, a nd d ur ing the hect ic decide whe n sh e h c.c ltl 
that jo h li fe was full o f meetings . "But I had one rule. No meetings ~) I'\ 

Thu rsday nights. Thursday nights have always bee n fo r cho ir practi ce ." Tlwr" 
were some ro ll ed eyebrows, hut she stuck to her guns. 

In 199 1, the yea r she was ab le to put d own th is huge academi c bun .. kn, 
she took up another bu rd en. She had bee n a me mber of the Task Fo rce r<) 
Restructure the nati o nal o ffi ces of the Presbyterian C hurch , a nd w,1~ 
wo rk ing as Conve ner of the committee to imple me nt these changes, w he n 
she was named as a delega te to the World Council of C hurches. H e r first 
mee ting in thi s capacity was in C anberra, Austr:di a. 

The experi ence o f globa l church po li t ics was ''.1bsolurcly f:1 sc in ati n,e:.'' 
Easte rn Euro pe was e merging, with a ge neratio n o f people who had no 
C hri st ian edu ·atio n at a ll. "Wh,1t I was able to bring was :1 dee p know led _!c(I..' 
of the Lite Medieva l church, a ll the visual arts, the phys, rhe pagea nts fro m 
that period wh ich we re the chief tools of C hri stian educa ti o n . A ll the sa nw 
things needed to he do ne in the 1990s, w ith diffe re nt media, of course -
televisio n rather th an roving plays - hut the sam e things ." 

She w:1s also fasc inared to di scove r both in C tnhcrrn and ar th e W o r ld 
Con k rrnce o n Miss io n and Eva nge li sm in Bra zil in 1996 , that am o ng th '-.' 
Afri can delegates , 

some of the most powerfu l mid im/Jress ive /Jeo /Jle were rhc women , cm cl we cill 
lee1rn ed from them . . . our trad.i tio11, c1mong the nineternth century lll is.1ionc1r ies, 

yon lwd to become a Enro/1ec111 , in effec t, before yon becnme ci C hristian. Tlun 
11/CIS the 1vay pco/Jle thought, cmd it led to some clrec1clf11l results. The sorr of rhings 
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tha t ha p/Je ll ed i11 res icleJ1 ticd schools in Ca J1 acla lwp/Jencd everywhere. Now we 
kn ow dwt it 's okay to rcta ill yoar own w ltme 1vhilc becoming a Christian , and 
there is c1 gain on both sides . 
The Wo rld Co un cil o f C hurches wo rk, wh ich co ntinued, led incvit,1bly 

to the Ca nadian Council o f C hurches , first as Coord ina to r o f that body's 
Study o n Gospel and C ultures, a nd the n , fro m 1994-97, as Pres id ent. The 
Ro man C ath o lic and Dutch Reform C hurches beca me full members o f the 
Council during her tenure; they had bee n o bserve rs befo re . 

"O ne thing my wo rk in both church and academ ics had taught me was that 
we have to get to know each other to work togethe r, and I emphas ized that." 
Ca nada has large populatio ns o f many O rthodox groups amo ng her immigrants, 
and Dr. Jo hnsto n made it a prio ri ty to work with these groups, as well. 

I have learned that it is always ill uminating to try to understand the 
po int o f view o f so 1T1eonc else , even if you do n't share it. The 
I rcsbytcrian C hurch is bui lt o n the parliamentary model. Where there 
is a di spute, yo u arrange a debate, yo u thrash it o ut, come to a 
conclus io n, and that conclus io n is app lied to the who le group. It o ften 
leaves a lo t o f di saffected people. But that is no t the o n ly way to do 
th ings. O ur abo rigina ls, fo r example, and many other peoples , work by 
co nsensus. Yo u keep go ing until eve ryo ne is sati sfi ed. O ther cul tures 
think we're out o f o ur heads to wo rk the way we do , and in many ways, 
they arc absolute ly ri ght. My bas ic premise is that we all accept the Lo rd 
Jes us C hri st as o ur Savio ur, and let's go fro m there. 
As an academ ic, she is accepted fo r her scho la rsh ip; as a trained 

adm in istrator, she is ab le to help o rga ni ze the chaos around, and as a chu rch 
me mbe r, she is ab le to give mea n ing to every part o f her li fe wo rk . 

Dr. Jo hnsto n was a member o f her fath er's church until after his 
re tire ment in 1972, altho ugh she lived in To ro nto and atte nded Rosedale 
Presbyterian hurch, whe re she became - again, o f course - a member, an 
c ide r, the n chairperso n o f many committees, and now J erk o f the Sess io n, 
the key lay post in the church. She is st ill , naturally, a membe r o f the cho ir. 

S he has neve r married . "Who had time?" S igh . "Of course, there have 
hcc n many me n I wa nted to marry, hut un fo rtunately, they we re a ll marri ed 
to fri e nds o f mine ." 

Whe n she is no t reading, translating fro n1 Latin , teaching, writ ing, 
comm e ntating, editing, o rganizing co nfore nccs, se rving o n a score of 
committees , running REE 0, o r t rying to subvert Victo ria 's U nited C hurch 
popu lace into Presbyterians. She adm its tha t "M y record as a miss io nary is 
no t ve ry good ." Or. Jo hnsto n li kes to trave l, sing, cook, do need lepo int and 
work in the garde n o f her house o n Elgin Avenue, just up the street from her 
o ffi ce. And d o n't ask me where o n ea rth she gets the tim e; I have no idea. 

What is clear is that, while Sandy might have mad e a great minister, both 
th e wo rlds o f scho larship a nd wo rship have gained eno rmo us benefits from 
the way th ings wo rked o ut. 
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Q/Celen QS2Zlice d7Cnnear 
by T. MELVILLE RA ILEY 

FO R O VER A C ENTURY, worn ' n have fo ught to stand as ta ll as men 
in the ir freed o m to choose a professio n. Wo men were not regarded as 
pe rsons. In ge ne ral, C anadian fe male suffrage ttes we re fo rced to wa it 

until 1910 before ga ining a modicum o f recognition. 
Not so in the pract ice o f law. Afte r the foun ding of the Law ociety o f 

U pper C anada in 1797, the first woman to e nter Osgoode Hall a rrived to 
beg in her studi es as ea rl y as 1894. By 1905 o nly o ne mo re fe male w,1s add ed. 
In the fo ll owing gene ra t io n, Hele n A lice Kinnear wo uld no t need to wa it at 
a ll ! 

The Kinnea r fa mily in C a nad a traced their roots fa r back into Scotti sh 
h istory. In the mid-ninetee nth century, James Kinnear courted a young lady 
o f Hugue not extract io n named Augustine Lucieux. They were married in the 
Briti sh Embassy, Pa ri s, befo re emigrating to a neatly-la id-out communi ty o n 
the G rand River nea r Cayuga, O ntari o . From the ir e ight children ca me 
Lo uis, the fat he r o f He le n. 

Lo uis chose teaching as hi s p rofess io n , ri s ing to High School pr incipa l. 
Lite r, he ente red the Un ivers ity o f Toronto , which led him to Osgoode Hall 
where he was ca ll ed to the Bar in 1902. Moving to nea rby Po rt Colbo rne, 
Lo u is pract ised law until hi s death in 1924. 

Daughte r H elen, bo rn in C ayug,1 o n May 6, 1894, inherited her father's 
in te llect. Yet, a ll during her stud ies as a n ho no ur student in U niversity 
Co llege, U ni ve rs ity o f Toro nto, she gave no hin t o f a chose n profess io n. 
O n ly fo llowing the chance remark of a fe llow stud ent to choose law did 
He le n reply that it sounded " li ke a good id ea." When her fat her w,1s 
in fo rmed, Lo uis was both surprised and dubio us. 

It was w:utime in 1917 when the twe n ty-three-o ld Helen e nroll ed at law 
school, ,do ng with a hos t of young me n . T hree years l,1te r she graduated with 
ho no urs, stand ing twenty-first in a class of a hundred and fo rty seve n. How 
thri ll ed she was now to read a s ign over the ir law office in Po rt Colbo rne: 
" Kinnea r a nd Kinnea r. " T h,1t made her the first woman barriste r in the 
N iag,ira Pe ninsula. To feel be tte r equ ipped in her p rofess ion, Helen d rove to 
Ca li forn ia to o bse rve law p ractices there. 

With o nly a few ,1ccounts of Helen's ea rly li fe avai lab le, o ne is left to 
surmise some deta il s. Dimi nu t ive in sta ture, the "yo ung girl ," as she beca me 
ca ll ed , must sure ly have app lied herse lf to the profess io n, work ing in a 
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predo minantly male fie ld , with little soc ial life. Nevertheless, by he r dres.-; 

and knitting she di splayed a ve ry feminine nature . Howeve r, Hele n neve r was 

much of an active ho memaker. So meone di scove red that he r ove n had 

hardly been used , with its label still att:i ched! C han ce remarks abo ut H e len 

revea l that she was as mu ch at ho me with childre n as with clie nts and o th e r 

adu lts. A name that rema ined lo ng with her was the "taffy lady," for th e 

sweets she lovingly supplied to children. 

Religio n had always been a strong cle ment in the young lawyer's f,111,ily, 

beginning with her grandparents' invo lvement in the found ing of Port 

Colbo rne's First Presbyterian C hurch. Through her mother, who to ld P.iblc 

sto ri es to the infant girl snuggled o n her lap , the teenage r Hele n late r re lated 

the sa me lessons to a cl,1ss of her own in the Sunday school. 

The barrister' s generosity in good c iuses we re felt throughout th e 

communities whe rever she li ved . C hurches gratefu lly rece ived he r generous 

gifts; and, late r as a Judge in the law courts, she demonstrated her charit:iblc 

nature. Wh en violators of the law stood befo re her, bo th o ld and young, 

Helen demo nstrated her true hri stian nature. This "learned in the lavv' ' 

Judge was always ready to temper justi ce with me rcy, giving youn.~ offen d e rs 

a cha nce to lea rn fro m the ir mi stakes. So metim es, she mad e the ir :ittendan ee 

,it church or in Sunday school a co ndition of the ir probati o n. He r co nce rn 

fo r the we ll-be ing of others served them as a po in ter of what to expect fro m 

her, espec ially when her counse l was sought as a result of society's co nce rn 

for the insane and sex pervert. 

Helen' s littl e day-by-day :icts of kindn ess were co mm o nplace, tho ug h 

seldo m known. When her office secretary hadly needed a warm coa t tu keep 

o ut Lake Erie's winter hlasts the "hoss" suppli ed o ne. Helen and he r s iste r 

were :1ctive in providing similar help to many townspeople, too. 

Ear ly in her law caree r, opportunit ies prese nted the mselves whi ch, when 

"taken at the fl ood," brought Helen loca l and intern at io nal atte nri on. O ,w 
day in the 1940s, fo ll ow ing a few yea rs in practi ce with he r fathe r, he asked 

if she wo uld he attend ing that night's Liheral politi ca l meeting, he ld loca ll y. 

I !er imm ediate ,111swer was in the negative. Witho ut hes itati o n, he be rated 

her thus: "If women like yo u do n't take an interest in politics , how d o you 

expect women as a whole to do so?" The admonishment worked 1 

Helen 's attendance that night sparked her invo lveme nt in a se ri es o( 

important party pos iti o ns. Now, she becime e ither sec re tary or pres ide n t of 

groups in the Ontario Wom en 's Liber,d Assoc i,ll-ion, locitcd in Po rt 

Colho rnc, Toronto :ind I lamil ton. Po liti ci:111s usw1ll y were o n th e looko ur 

fo r people who wou ld promote their pl.ins. Soon, he r po li tical-judicial 

hackground beca me a good hook o n which they hung their coa ts . 
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Proof of he r ability ca me in 1934, when Helen beca me the first female 
to plead a case befo re the Su preme Court of O ntari o. There, Mr. Justice 
William Logic suspe nd ed proceedings lo ng eno ugh to welco me her "as the 
first mod ern Portia" to appear befo re him . Helen successfully reduced her 
cl ient's fin e fro m five tho usand do ll ars to five hundred. Later, co mmenting 
modestly o n that case, she ca lled it: "A reasonable success unde r the 
circumsta nces." The "little girl " now stood o n the first rung o f a ladde r that 
wo uld take her into larger natio nal foc us. Altho ugh it took nine yea rs to 

ha ppen, politi cs and not the law bro ugh t Helen's nam e to much wider 
a tte nti o n . 

In 1942, fo llowing the dea th of a sitting men,ber for We ntwo rth 
County, He len was nominated as the Liberal ca ndid ate. But, prior to the 
actual election, she surre ndered her chance o f vi cto ry to Humphrey 
Mitchell , a reputable party move r (late r the Minister o f Labour). In return, 
He le n was appointed a King's Counsel, the first wo ma n in the British 
Empire! Hele n 's reactio n was partly disappointment. he fo und it a diffi cult 
dec is ion to make "espec ia lly in view of the fact that the wo men o f Ca nada 
had worked fo r 20 years with little success in gaining representatio n in 
O ttawa ." However, fate was now ready to step in. 

The !inch-pin in Hele n's ca ree r-axle he ld firm, a llowing her to maintain 
th e pace, until a few yc,t rs later when she was federa lly eleva ted to a o unty 
Judge - aga in the first woman in the British Empire. 

At Hele n's instal latio n in Cayuga o n June 23, 194 3, mo re than o ne 
hundred no tables fro m a ll wa lks of life ga thered to mark the important 
occas io n . These included seve nteen women lawyers, five judges, prominent 
provinc ial po li tical leade rs and the Ho norable Ellen Fairclo ugh, the fi rst 
woma n to become a cabinet minister in the federa l gove rnment. Judge E.S. 
Liverm o re summed up the impo rtant occas io n : " If a mere ma le judge were 
to be swo rn in today, it wou ld be very o rdinary. But rhi s eve nt marks a 
m ilesto ne in a long a nd sometimes furious struggle to achieve the utm ost in 
fema le e nde;ivo ur." He rc was the chance to show the publi c her swelling 
hea rt. 

He len 's most rece nt appo intme nt proved to be an "Open Sesa me" 
leading to major eve nts. Her duti es included Judgeships of the High o urt 
fo r Haldimand County. Judgeship was an office that now utili zed a nd ho ned 
her majo r ta lents. It was a road down which few wo men had trave ll ed . In a ll 
things, wisdo m was o ne of her grea t gi fts. 

No t a ll the dec isio ns given by Judge He len were earth-shaking. O ne case, 
that inte rested people th ro ugho ut southern O ntari o , concerned a fa rmer 
who had sho t a ne ighbo ur' s dog fo r molesting his ca lves and snapping at 
h im . He was duly convi cted a nd fin ed . Hele n was appointed to pres ide over 
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the appea l. She need ed ;:i ll he r expe rti se ;:ind comm o n se nse. She se t aside 

the former magistrate 's judgement, stating th at the co nvicted farme r haJ 

been cha rged with an offence not known to cr imin a l law. In he r reply, Hel e ,, 

wrote a fo urteen-page judgement o n the case . Court costs amo unted t ~) 

twenty-five d o I la rs! 

Mo re impo rtant was He r Ho nour's expert ise in the subject of th e ri gh ts 

o f the insa ne and crimina l sex ual psycho paths. The Federa l Gove rnme I)t 

appointed Helen to a roya l commi ss io n to make amendme nts. The ir 

find ings resulted in a second enqu iry into the L1w of Ca nada relating to th e 

subject. Five yea rs later she w;:is appo inted to MAC TO, the Ministe r\; 

Adviso ry Coun cil o n the Treatme nt o f the O ffend ers. Som e of he r 

judge ments appea red in law repo rts. 

Beyond the pub li c's eye lay Helen's happy relationship with fc ll mv 

lawyers and judges. In C ayuga , whe n junio r lawyers found di fficu lty it, 

finding fo rm er ru li ngs to be used as evidence, she po inted to books whe re 

they could be found. Promine nt lawyers gave he r such praise as "S he has th e 

log ic of a man and the intuitio n o f a woman." A no the r ma le judge 

remarked: "That is o ne of the best judgements I have eve r heard." 

Judge Kinnea r advoca ted the appo intm e nt of more wo m e n to th e 

Bench, and he r de ligh t was to lea rn in 195 1 that the O ntario Governm ent 

had a lso give n wo men the r ight to se rve o n juri es . Her wo rds we re: " I had to 

p ick the name of men fo r jury duty fo r nine yea rs. I got a bit tired of it." 111_ 
he r li fet ime, women had been g ive n the ri ght to argue as lawyers, and ,\~ 

judges to pass se ntence. 

What were some o f the activities that filled the c racks in H elen's eve ry­

day li fe? They includ ed membership in the C hildre n 's A id Society, t he 

Kappa Reta Pi Inte rnati o nal Lega l Sorori ty, t he N,1tio nal Assoc iatio n of 

Wo men Lawyers (U .S.A) ,ind the C anadian N,1ti o na l Institute fo r the RI ind. 

Mo re mundane in te rests were: making ho me m ovi es , playing br idge, tr,1vc l, 

ho rti culture, motoring, and genea logy. 

Whethe r as an ea rly lawye r, o r afte rw;:irds as a judge, the IT\ ,1tur ing H e len 

increased he r po pu larity with a ll peop le and he r re putati o n in the Law grew 

steadi ly. Had anyone se ri o usly bo the red to cha llenge he r title "A W o man of 

Firsts," they wou ld no t h ,1ve kn own of Helen's achi eve m e nt in 1935, w hen 

she beca me the first woman L1wye r to plead befo re th e Supreme Court o f 

Ca nacl.1 1 There, she succeed ed in having an appeal ,iga inst a previo us 

judgement disa llowed in fa vo ur of he r cli ent. 
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Of all the good qualiti es that e nabled He len to enjoy li fe o ne was her 
zes tful d etermin ati o n. In he r mind, when a goal was wo n, modesty and 
achieve ment must wa lk hand-in-ha nd . When writing a newspaper item 
abo ut Po rt Col bo rne\ giganti c industri es, there appeared at the head o f her 
a rti c le a two-line co uple t whi ch read : 

Yo u can't judge a n e ngine 
By the s ize o f its whistl e. 

No o ne can ever claim that Helen boasted o f her achievements! 
Me:mtime, institutio ns we re qui ck to add the ir laurels to Helen's head, 

with such ho no urs as Doctor o f Laws fro m the Unive rsity o f Toro nto, for her 
e ight years o n the ir Se nate. S he rece ived the first medal given to a woman by 
th e Jo hn Howard Soc iety for her humanitarian se rvi ces with prisoners. All 
such activiti es and ho no urs were partly the result of her bo undless energy 
a nc..l hum a nitarian rega rd fo r both individuals and publi c causes. They 
fo rm ed th e bright thread that bo und together the parts o f her dedicated li fe . 
U n fo rtunately, afte r her death Judge Kinnear 's o nce-renowned place as a 
spec ialist in legal affairs lay sadly in eclipse. Was thi s beca use her records had 
bee n poo rly handl ed, as repo rted 7 It took twenty-three years before an event 
occurred that made her name glow again! 

O n In te rnati o nal Wo me n's Oay in 1993, Helen's name was resurrected. 
Thi s time, it was to become kn own far and wide! anada Post in troduced 
fo ur 4 3-ce nt postage stamps, ho no uring four landmark-wo men. Amo ng the 
fo ur wh o had b lazed a trail in C anada was Hele n A lice Kinnear. The postal 
eve nt ,dso occurred o n the fifti eth a nniversary of her fed era l appo intm ent as 
a judge. Now, he r handsome face shone o ut brightl y for the universe to 

heh o ld! 
Port Colbo rne 's react ion was immediate! Plans were made fo r Helen's 

portrnit to be hung in Osgoode H,dl. A writing o f her bi ography was 
d iscussed. An exhibit was mo unted in the building known as "The Helen 
Kinn ear C hildre n 's Ce ntre," which had been devel o ped earli e r fro m fund s 
le ft by Hele n at her death in 1970. Helen's impo rtance took o n fresh 
mea ning whe n Hamilto n's McMaste r U niversity gave a symposium in her 
ho n o ur. Th e Law Society o f O ntari o created an ex hibit o f Helen 's caree r. It 
was e ntitl ed "C ross ing the Bar: A Ce ntury o f Wo men's Legal Experience: 
U po n th e Ro ugh a nd Troubled Seas o f Legal Practi ce ' in O ntari o ." Today, 
the sa me Soc iety prese nts a medal in Helen's ho no ur to first-year students 
who complete the 13ar. 

Ca nadians need to build o n Helen A li ce Kinnear's achieve ments, for 
mu ch sti ll remains to be accomplished. A fitting assessment o f her caree r 
a lready li es e nshrined in the New Testam e nt tex t fro m Saint Matthew 11 : 19, 
"WI S DO M IS J UST IFIED RY HER DE EDS." 
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CaroUne Ma cclonald 
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QYlppUed ~ristianity 

Caroline Ma cdonald and Misson in Tokyo 

hy JO I IN VAUDRY 

A VI S IT O R T O THE EMETERY at Wingham , O ntari o , might be 
pu zz led hy the inscripti o n o n the north side of the L1rgc, o rnat ' , 
Cel ti c c ross that surm o unts the Macd o nald fam ily plot. It reads: 

A . Caroline Macdo nald 
BA LLD 

of 
To kyo, Japan 

Oct 15, 1874- July 18, 1931 
In her <.L1y, Ca roline Macdo nald was o ne of the best-known fo re igners in 

To kyo, highl y respected and beloved fo r her miss io n wo rk amo ng the poor 
and th e despised of soc iety. This extrao rdinary wo man, who m diplo mat 
Hugh Keenleys ide desc ribed as "o ne o f the great Ca nadi ans o f her 
ge nera ti o n," wo rked for ove r twen ty-five yea rs to bring C hristian influence to 
both individuals and soc iety. 

Bo rn in the small western O ntario town of Winaham, Annie C aroline 
Macd o nald was rai sed in a strong Presbyterian fa mily that was grea tly 
inte res ted in overseas miss io ns. Her ho me congrega tio n, with its Free 
C hurch of Scotland he ri tage, instill ed in her a fa ith rooted in the libera l 
eva ngcli c d ism o f the late ninetee nth ce ntury. Margaret Prang, in her fine 
b iography A Heart at Leisnre from Itself: Caro li11e Macdonald of Japan, 
comm e n t:,; that thi s faith "was fundamenta ll y individuali sti c, be ing ground ed 
in a sense o f perso n:11 sin and the need fo r C hri st's saving grace, but it 
p rovid ed the bas is for commitm ent to soc ia l transformatio n and the crea tio n 
o f hri sti:1n societies both a t ho me and abro,,d." 

Afte r graduation fro m the London o ll eg iate Institute, Ca ro line 
e nro lled in the U ni ve rsity of To ronto, o nl y th irteen yea rs afte r wo men were 
first admitted as students. Many women of that time avo ided sc ience in 
favo ur o f mo re "fe minine" subjects. C aroline dec ided, however, o n a majo r 
in phys ics a nd mathe111 :1ti cs, with a m inor in Engli sh. Altho ugh econo mics 
was no t o ne of her subj ects , C aro line entered an essay contest about 
"Banking" (of which she knew nothing). Due to her dilige nt resea rch and 
good writing, she carri ed off th e pri ze , much to the di smay of the other 
co ntestants who th o ught econo mics :1 male prese rve! In 190 1, this brilliant 
stu de nt graduated with honours but refused a fe llowship fo r further stud y in 
phys ics . 
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While at university C aro lin e had become acti ve in the Yo ung W o me 1,':, 
C hri sti a n Associatio n. It see med natural tha t o n graduati o n she sho uld tah' 
up ,1 pos ition with the YWC A in Lo ndo n, O nta ri o , a nd late r in O w1w,\ 
where she becam e the first ge neral sec retary of the O ttawa "Y" to h ,,ve ,\ 
uni ve rsity educatio n. There she led a Rihle class and a S unday eve n ing 
"gos pel mee ting," while giving weekdays to soc ia l se rvice a mo ng young 
wo rking wo men. The fa ct that she ga thered the me mbers of her board en 
mee t fo r an ho ur o f prayer every Tuesday mo rning indi ca tes something of 
the sp iritu ,tlity und erlying her mini stry. 

Afte r a b rie f ass ignm ent touring C anada o n beh,tlf o f the Stude nt 
Vo lunte ·r Movement (wh ose fam o us slogan w,1s "the eva ngcli zati o n o f tlw 
wo rld in th is generati o n"), C aro line heard Anni e M . Reyno lds o f the W o rld's 
Committee o f the YWC A <1ppea l fo r" secretary to help es tab lish the YWC A 
in Japan . Reyno lds and o thers felt C aroline was the person for the jo b, and 
it see ms she accepted the invitatio n witho ut ;:my hes itatio n . 

Whe n Ca ro line Macdo nald a rri ved in To kyo in 1904, Protestan t 
miss io nary wo rk in Japan was o nl y fo rty ye.u s o ld. C aro line fo und he rse lf in 
o ne o f the most diffi cu lt miss io n fi e lds in the world . Many Japanese we re 
ex tremely hosti le to C hri st ians, be lieving they were subve rs ives a ll ied w ith 
fore ign powers and bent on overthrowing the nati o n. Som e eve n porrraycLI 
miss io nari es as practi c ing canniba lism and infantic ide! 

At the beginn ing, much o f her tim e was spe nt "gruhhing at the lingo ," as 
she put it. W ith the bri lli ant teacher M.1tsumiy,1 Yahei as her tuto r, C aro line 
imm e rsed herse lf in the Ja p,m ese la nguage , eve ntu a ll y beco ming s() 
p ro fi c ient at the spo ken langu<1ge that some said th at, "if yo u closed yo ur 
eyes , yo u wo uldn't know the differe nce." 

Macdo na ld began her work with young middle-class wo me n. S he 
estab li shed hoste ls where university stude nts could li ve in safety and wh e re 
they might be ex posed to C hri st ian influe nce. Engli sh c lasses we re o ffe re d, 
as we ll as Rihle classes , ,tl tho ugh it was made quite c lear that atte ndan ce at 
the latte r by no n- hr isti ans was vo luntary. C aro line ,dso co ntributed to the 
so luti o n of the "ho using proble m" by a lmos t ,1 lways h.tving some young 
wo men staying in her own ho me. In 1905, she became Natio na l Secretary o f 
the Nati o nal Committee o f the YWC A o f Ja pan, and in th e autumn of thar 
yea r accepted a pos itio n t ·aching Engli sh lite rature fo r two ho urs a week rn 
the graduating class a t T~ucla College. 

In 1910, Carolin e we nt o n furl o ugh, returning to C,m ada to vis it fa mil y, 
and then go ing to Europe to ,lttc nd a YWC A con fe re nce in Be rlin. S he was 
,dso prese nt at the h istor ic Wo rl d Miss io n,1ry Co n fe re nce held in Edinbur.~h 
under the leadership o f Jo hn R. Mott. Whil e in Scotland , she was able ro 
spe nd a te rm , stud ying theo logy in the U nited Free C hurch Co ll ege in 
Aberd ee n und e r such no tables as David a irn s ,1nd Jam es ' talk e r. 
Macdo n,tld a nd Ca irns beca me fri e nds and he a nd hi s fam il y late r vis ited 
her in Japan. A fte r her death , he rc m,irkcd th at she was "the mos t 
di stingui shed studen t o ur co ll ege had during my t ime." Fo r her pa rr, 
C aro line cheri shed a ro m,mtic inte rest in the wid owed Scotti sh p rotcsso r. 
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Caroline's min istry too k a new directio n in 19[3 when Yamada Zen'i ch i, a 
yo ung m ,in who had atte nded her Sunday evening Bible class for two years and 
h ad bee n bapti zed, murd ered hi s wife a nd two sons, the n went to the po li ce 
a nd turned himself in . C aroline and Annie West, a n American Presbyteri an 
miss io nary, vis ited Yamada fa ith fully in jail and stood by him through hi s tria l, 
w itn ess ing to the truth that "God has shown .. . that his love extends deep 
e n o ug h to cover it a ll. " Through the ir words of comfort, no t o n ly did Yamada 
com e to ex pe ri e nce a "marve ll o us sense of God's fo rgiveness," but other 
I ri son c rs and eve n prison guards were conve rted. One guard stated, "having 
seen the agony of our friend, I have recogni zed my own sins, and am repe ntant 
and wish to fo llow C hri st ." Soon C aroline could write (alluding to Paul 's Letter 
to the Philippians), "The whole praeto rian gua rd o f thi s 20th ce ntury p lace a rc 
be ing migh ti ly m oved hy the spirit of the Living God." 

M acdona ld and W est co ntinu ed to vi s it prisone rs as they fe lt that God 
had guid ed them provide ntia lly in to thi s ministry o f persona l eva ngelism 
a nd wo uld grant "the m c,ms whe reby to live & do it a ll. " They had the joy of 
see ing people becom e C hri stians in res po nse to their "d irec t" personal 
ap p li cati o ns o f the Gospe l. 

In 1915, Macd o nald res igned from the YWC A to becom e a free lance 
m iss io nary to pri sone rs, trusting that God wou ld supply he r needs. From 
wo rk mostly among women stude nts, she had n ow turned to o utreach with 
m e n in prison and the ir fami li es. I lcr fi nanc ia l support wou ld come from 
we ll-to-do friend s and churches in Ca nada, Britain and the Un ited States. 
The Wome n's Miss io nary Society of the Presbyterian hurch in C anada 
suppo rted he r ,1s did tha t of the nited hurch of anada, tho ugh she was 
no t o ffic ially a miss iona ry o f e ither d e no minati o n. C aro line ide ntified fu lly 
w ith th e Presbyterian C hurch o f J,1pan and was proud of being an ordained 
cider in he r congregatio n . 

A lth o ugh C aro line maintained that her conce rn was "not to refo rm 
pri so ns, hut to refo rm priso ne rs," she beca me increas ingly inte rested in the 
who le question of prison refo rm. Late in 1915, she spent some t ime vis iting 
Amer ierrn pri sons and co nfe rring w ith leading crimino logists a nd prison 
refo rm advocates . Some id ea of the extent o f her activ ity (and of her sense of 
humo ur!) is see n in a le tte r wr itte n about thi s tim e. She wrote of: 

Making speeches in two languages o n various & sundry to pics, teaching 
English litcr,1ture, ho lding aud ie nce with all and sundry in lmyl own 
h o use , vis iting friend s (m os tly ge ntl e m e n !) who find it inconvenient to 
co m e to sec m e, hunting up their wives & fam ilies & trying to stra i<1 hten 
the m up to be worthy of straighte ned up husbands, giving advice o n 
everything unde r heave n fro m the m anagement o f a hushand & the 
hring ing up of childre n (being a spec iali st alo ng these lines!) to the 
inte rpre tati o n of The Hound of Hea11en to a group o f co ll ege graduates, a 
lecture on pri so n refo rm to a group of rather e legant Japanese ladies who 
had probably until that m o m e nt tho ught it not quite prope r to think 
there was such a thing as a prison. 
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Macd o nald's rrison mini stry beca me fam o us th ro ugh the sto ry o f th e 

conversio n o f Ishii Tokichi, o ne o f Japa n's most notori o us criminals w h o 

had spent, o ff and on, almost twenty years in prison. In 1915, he was again 

impriso ned in Tokyo. While the re he learn ed that a man was go ing to he 

hanged for the murd er o f a ge isha. The truth, howeve r, was that Ishii was th e 

actual murdere r. As he re fl ected o n the innoce nt man's suffering, Ishii 

dec ided to confess hi s guilt in the matte r, ,is we ll as the fac t th at he had kill ed 
a husband and wi fe in a robbery attempt in Yo ko hama. 

Ishii , who had bee n such a hardened crimin al, th en experi e nced d ee p 

spiritual anxiety. "What wo uld happe n if I sho uld di e just as I am ? Was the re 

such a thing as a soul ? I die.I no t know, but if th e re were must mine no t go to 

hell ?" At thi s po int, o n New Year's Day 1916, Ishii rece ived a gift o f spec ially 

prepared food sent by two stra nge rs, West a nd Macd o nald . A few days late r, 

they se nt him a copy o f the New Test,1ment a lo ng with two C hri stian hooks . 

As he read the story o f C hri st's crucifixio n, he was stunned by the wo rd s, 

"Fathe r, fo rgive them fo r they know not what they d o ." Ishii la te r wrote o f 

th is experi e nce: 
I sto pped : I was stabbed to the heart, as if pie rced by a five- inch nail. 

What did the verse reveal to me? Shall I ca ll it the love o f the he:irt o f 

C hri st? ... I d o not know what to call it. I o nl y know that with an 

unspeakably gratefu l heart, I beli eved. Thro ugh thi s simple se nte n ·e I 

was lee.I into the wh o le o f C hri st i,mi ty. 
Ca roline continued to visit Ishii o n c.l e,ith row to share the co nifort o f 

the Scriptures with h im. The sho rt poe m he left behind testifies to hi s 

triumphant death : 
My name is defiled 

My body di es in prison 
Bu.t my soiil , /Ju.rifiecl 

Today returns to the City of Goel. 
Ishii left aro line "a ll he possessed - one se n, a copper co in wo rth a 

pe nny. Fo r the rest o f he r Ii fe she wo re the co in o n a chain a round he r n eck ." 

Fo ll owing hi s convers io n , Ishii wrote an account o f hi s li fe and o f hi s 

experi ence o f the grace o f Coe.I. Through C aro line's e ffo rts, The Sco 1rndrel 
Who Became r1 Saint was published in To kyo o n C hri stm ,1s d ,1y, 1918, less 

than six mo nths afte r lshii 's death. In 1922, an Engli sh transLiti o n by 
Macd o nald appea red entitl ed A Gent/.cman in Prison , with ,1 fo reword by ,1 

noted Scotti sh li be ra l evange li ca l ministe r, Jo hn Kelman. The hook (whi ch 

we nt th ro ugh three Engli sh editio ns and was translated into s ix othe r 

Lrnguages) is ,1 powerful ex press io n o f simpl e trust in Jesus C hri st. 

Through her studies and h "r reLitio nships with prison ers a nd th e ir 

famili es , C aroline came to beli eve that "the e;1use n f c rim e is the neg lec t 0 ( 

children ." She saw first-hand the "ho rro r" o f life in the slums o f East To kyo. 

She saw the need for C hri sti ans to wo rk to create bette r soc ial co nditi o ns in 

order to preve nt crim e. As Marga ret Prang puts it, "Increas ingly th e 
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questi o ns she sought to answer co ncerned the relati o nship betwee n the 
a lvati o n of the individual and the transformatio n of society. More and mo re 

she be lieved they were insep;1rable and that to attempt the o ne without the 
o th e r was futil e. " 

Caroline tack led social problems o n several fronts. She continued to 
we lcom e rece ntly released prisone rs to her home whe n they had no other 
place to go and no o ne who would trust them. She wou ld then help them 
re-cstabl ish the mselves. 

Wednesday night meetings in her ho me fo r fell owship a nd di scuss io n 
bega n to focus more on the appli catio n o f hri stianity to social problems. 
Thi s "sa lon," atte nd ed by a wid e diversity of peopl e, was poss ibly "the most 
ega litari a n gathe ring in To kyo. " 

Caro lin e was co nce rn ed about th e plight of the working class. 
Industriali zation had brought about inhuman conditi o ns. Evangelism cou ld 
no t succeed when poor people had no time to attend religio us services. She 
lam e nted the s ituati o n in an address to missio naries: "If you and I ... 
wo rked in a fa ctory 16 ho urs a day or eve n 12 at the minimum, seven days 
in the week, practi ca ll y 365 days in the yea r, yea r in a nd year out, till we fe ll 
a t o ur task, and we re then pushed aside for a nother unfortunate to rake our 
pl ace , how much backbo ne wo uld be left in yo u a nd me?" 

An othe r aspect of C arolin e's ministry was work with you ng offenders. 
he sometim es provided overn ight accom modatio n in her own home for 

boys just re leased from prison o r re formatory, and gave counselling to boys 
a nd their parents. "The work with juveniles" says Prang, "could have 
co nsum ed all of Macdona ld's tim e." 

Fo llow ing th e First Wo rld War, C aroline came to sympathize with the 
a im s of th e labour movement through her friend ship with Matsuoka 
Ko ma ki chi, o ne of its leaders. He r conce rn for workers led her to intervene 
in a strike in 1927, and took he r to c:;cncva in 1929 to act as interpreter for 
the Japanese delegate to a n International Labour Confere nce. Pe rhaps her 
most s ignificant ;1chi evement was the fou nding of a "settlement house," 

hinrinkan ("Th e Ho me of the Frie ndl ess Stranger"), in Tokyo to provide 
the poor with better opportunities fo r educa tio n, hea lth care, recreition and 
relig io us act ivities . 

arolinc was awarded the S ixth O rder o f the Sacred Treasure by th ' 
Emperor of Japan in recognitio n of her social work . In 1925, she became the 
firs t woman to rece ive the honourary degree of Ooctor o f Laws from the 
U ni ve rs ity of To ronto. In spite o f these ho no urs, she remained unpretenti ous 
and d own-ro-ca rth, a fri e nd to a ll sorts and conditions of people. 

Ea rl y in 1931, C aroline became ill with lung cancer and returned to 
C anada to he with he r family. Just seven weeks after leaving Japan, the gifted 
and d cdic itcd woman kn ow n to many as "the White Ange l of Tokyo" died 
in Lo ndo n , O ntari o, in he r fifty-seve nth year. 
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?fiarabeth "Beth" GYf/cintosh 

Smnonim - "H onourc1bl.e Pastor-M ocher" 

Ry JO YCE DAVI S 

D AV ID MC INTOS I I, son o f Beth and Jack, o ffe rs thi s moving 
test imo ny to the qualiti es of hi s mothe r: 

"S he has a lways bee n the smi ling, loving, giving, singing, cooking mother 
and s,1mo nim (Korea n fo r pasto r's wife) I've known her as. I use the word 
sa m o nim de liberately, fo r it lite rall y mea ns 'h o no u rable pasto r-mother' 
wh ich I think neatly captures both her pe rsona and many ro les ." 
What nurtured and produced th is remarkable wo ma n? When asked 

what the inspirati o ns in her li fe had bee n , Reth po inted first to her wa rm 
a nd loving fam il y a nd her m o the r's bright spir it a nd deep fa ith demo nstrated 
in a spec ia l le tte r "setting us free" with her bless ing to go to Jap,1n. 

O n the occas io n uf be ing ho no ured by Knox Coll ege in 1987, Jack 
rcfc rr ·d to the ea rly in flu e nces in the ir li ves: "Roth my wife, C larabcth, and 
I owe a grea t dea l to Cod's pra ct ica l prese nce in fam il y and fri e nds in C uclph 
dur ing o ur ea rl y yea rs of awaken ing and respo nding, and to the many 
co ll eagues who have bee n o ur li fe models in thi s Presbyte ri a n C hurch of 
which we a rc ,l p;ir t ." 

In C rad c Eleven , whe n Beth was Vice-pres ide nt of th e Y-Tce ns group 
(YW A), she capita li zed o n a ra re o ppo rtu ni ty to invite a d ate fo r the ir Sad ie 
Hawkins Dance. Part of the fun eve nt was a mock wedding, compl ete with 
a n "offi c ia l" Ccrtifi c 1te of Ma rriage. Writte n in L' I Ahner language , it d ec rees 
that Iara beth Maffey a nd J. Mel ntosh were "hi tched" by Marryin' Sa m. That 
nigh t, Nov. 10, 195 1, marked the beg in ning of the ir fifty-year wa lk together. 
Be th thoroughl y e njoyed he r yea rs in unive rsity, be ing Pres id ent of Q uee n's 

Women's Associatio n, the Lcvana Society in he r fina l year, and graduating 
fro m Q uee n 's with an I lo nours B.A. in Engli sh ,tnd Latin in 1958. Wh ile 
she was teaching at Bl oor Co lleg iate in Toronto fro m 1958-60, she took 
cou rses during the summ ers of 1958 a nd '59 at the O nrnrio Coll ege o f 
Educatio n ea rning he r the O nta ri o Seco nd ary School Teaching Cert ifica te. 
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O n August 22, 1959 C larabcth marri ed her high school sweeth ea r t a nd 

class mate, Jo hn Uack) Henderso n McIn tos h, then a stud ent fo r the mini stry 

at Knox College, To ro nto . In Dece mber 1960, two weeks after Oav id \,\" \s 

bo rn, Jack Gt me back from a miss io n weeke nd and asked Beth , "W h ,1t wo u Id 

you think about applying for overseas se rvice?" "Yes," she repli ed. "Le t 's rry 

the waters." So they ,1pplied to the Board o f Wo rld Miss io n o f the 

Presbyteria n hurch in C anada. "Right fro m the beginni ng it was a se n se (\f 

call to both o f us. Always, during the fo rty years, we have had a stro ng sc n ~e 

o f being in the right place and at the right t ime . Because we did , the 

children, too , fe lt secure." 

They rece ived con firmati on o f God's ca ll to them by the Board 's d ec is io n 

to se nd them to wo rk amo ng Ko rea ns in Japa n . Jack w,1s ord a ined to the 

ministry o f Word and Sacram ent at St. Andrew's Presbyte ri an C hurch in 

G uelph , o n May 25, 1961 and they were des ignated toge the r as miss io n a ri 1cs 

to the Ko rea n C hrist ia n C hurch in Japan . After o ri entati o n, they fl ew tu 

Jap,m in Octo ber where they were in troduced to the cramped style ( )f 

Japanese living and th e warm welcome o f Korea n hri stia ns. 

Moving to Japan not o n ly invo lved the obvio us challe nges o f learning tl l 

like the food, to be comfo rtable with a s im ple r life style such as s itting o n the 

fl oor fo r many activiti es, and struggling to understa nd and he und e rstood in 

the diffi cult Japanese language. Underneath a ll thi s we re the subtl e 

assumptio ns o f ori enta l gender ro les which delcgated a wife tu ,1 pos iti o n () f 

subse rvience to her husband . However, this docs no t appear to have fa zed 

Reth. She continued working alo ngs ide Jack in whatever w:1y was need ed, a nd 

the quali ty o f their teamwork develo ped as God shaped the ir ministry togethe r. 

The fo llowing year, 1962, they n1 oved to Kyoto fo r nine mo nths w hc ,·c 

Janette was bo rn. From September they spent six 1T1 o n ths in Seou l, Ko rea , -1r 

Korean la nguage schoo l. Returning to Jap,m, they se ttl ed into a large mi s~ i,1 n 

ho use in Osaka, which beca n.c no t on ly the ir ho me but ,tl so a ce nte r for 

ministry. During those early years in Osaka , whi le the chi ldre n atte m k d 

Japanese school, Reth encou raged the ir flu ency in Engli sh using O nta ri o 

correspondence materi a ls. An hour o f Engli sh lesso ns, begun with David in 

grad e two , bec11T1e the expected pattern fo r Jan ette, Mira, and C wyn eth in 

tu rn . Mira, aged three , jo ined the fam ily in 1969 after co mp let io n o f 

ado pti o n procedures in Ko rea and legal require ments in Japan . Janen e 

remarked that Beth, in the midst o f everything else she did , was ,tl w,1ys ;i 

dedicated wife and mothe r. 
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Ear ly in the ir ministry in J;1pan, they dec ided to live cl ose to the Korean 
co mmuni ty. Jack worked with the newly-fo rmed Laity Associati o n as their 
vi s io n fo r a communi ty-based Korean C hri stian Centre (KCC) grew. Fo r that 
reaso n, in 1969 they d ec ided to move furth e r into the Ikuno community, the 
m os t d e nse ly Korean po pula ted di stri ct in Japan . A co mpact traditio nal 
Japan ese ho use in O ikebashi became the ir ho me fo r the next twe lve years. It 
was he re that Cwyn eth was bo rn, and that Mira, Janette, and David p layed 
and we nt to school with ne ighbourh ood chi ldre n, Japanese be ing the ir first 
lang uage . The wh o le famil y shared together in the joys and d iffi culties o f 
th e ir ministry as people young a nd o ld, Ko rean and Japanese, were 
we lcom ed into th e ir ho me at any tim e o f day. 

Loo king back o n th ose years, Reth explains further: 
It was living in the Ikun o ward where 50% o f the res idents were Korean 
that soo n g;1ve us a feel frir their d ;1il y life s truggle, the ir human rights 
and id e ntity issues , and the ir in abil ity to real ize the ir dreams. Over the 
years the re grew an am;1zing network o f caring fo lk, Japanese and Ko rean 
toge th e r, who he lped establi sh 20 group ho mes and sheltered worksho ps 
for th e me nta ll y and phys icall y cha llenged members o f many o f the 
area's families. In many ways, we left o ur hearts th ere - a ll o f us 
M c lntoshes . 

In 1974 for the first time "the Miss ionary Wife" was approached as an 
indiv idual and requested to fi ll out an annua l repo rt. It asked he r to give ,1 
h ri e f d esc ripti o n o f he r main respo ns ibi lities. She li sted : 

home maker for the fam il y and hos tess for numerous interesting guests; 
Eng li sh tc,1che r for o ur three schoo l age children; teaching English 
co nve rsati o n and coo king informa lly at ho me to neighbo urhood wo men 
and childre n; teaching W es te rn cooking at the Korean Y; liaison 
be twee n C ,madian contacts and the Osaka-based Inte rnati o nal C u ltural­
Athl eti c Exchange Assoc iati o n for C hi ldren; member of the Zi o n 
W o m e n 's ho me maker for the famil y and hostess for C horus o f the 
Ka nsai area Ko rean churches; active at presbyte ry and loca l levels o f the 
KCCJ W o men 's Assoc iation . 

She adds tha t a new inte rest that year was rousing ne ighbo urhood wo men 
to acti o n o n issues o f po ll utio n control ;ind methods o f co-operative marketing. 
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A big move occurred in August 1982 as Jack and Beth began min ist ,-y 

e lsew here in Osa ka, a t th e newly esta bli shed Tats umi H o use of' 

Reconciliat io n, with Jack as fo unding pasto r. Beth repo rts that life heca t1) 0 

"eve n fu ll e r than befo re, with the o rga ni zatio n of a church school prngrHnl 

he re, and attempts, th rough Engli sh and cooking classes to reach nCv'' 

ne ighbo urs," as wel l as communi ty co-ope rat ive ventures with the YM C A , 

,/ cooking classes, and a monthl y soup kitchen in a ne ighbo uring slu m. 

In 1985 and '86 , Jack, then Beth, refused to submi t to fin ge rprinting, 

standing in so lida ri ty with thei r Ko rea n community in its fig ht aga inst thL\ 

d ehumani zing Alien Registrati o n Law, that required a ll a li ens to k1 
finge rprin ted eve ry th ree yea rs. Ir was the p li ght of the Ko rean tee nage r:;, 

most of them th ird o r fo urth ge ne ratio n res idents of Japan, whi ch co nvinced 

them that the tim e had come to take the ir stand alo ngs ide the growing 

number o f protestors, refusing to be finge rprinted yet aga in . 

Jack stood firm, with the resu lt that he could nor leave Japan fo r e lew r\ 

yea rs. Beth supported him as he filed hi s civil suit aga inst th e Japanese) 

governm ent in 1987. He cha rged Japa n's Minister of Justi ce w ith abuse o f 

disc retio nary powers fo r refusing to re new hi s miss io na ry visa, o r to issuQ 

him a re-e ntry pe rmit to Japa n. 

Jack and Beth 's sta nd against the oppress ive A li en Registratio n Lav'> 

helped to foc us the internati o na l com muni ty's attenti o n o n thi s d espi c;1 hl ~ 

practice, thus bringing increased pressure on the Japanese author iti es tl) 

revoke these procedures . By the yea r 2000 the finge rprin t ing require m e n t 

was co mpletely abo li shed . 

While Jack stayed o n at Tatsumi , Reth was able to he in C anad a o n 

May 13, 1987, when both she and Jack were awa rded ho norary d octorates by 

Knox College . These degrees we re presented in recogniti o n of the "ste rlin R: 

wo rth" of the ir q ua rte r ce ntury of C hr istian ministry w ith in the Kore.U-) 

C hri st ian C hurch in Jap,in and the ir e ne rge ti c advocacy of human rights . 

The mini stry at Tatsumi continued to grow, beginning each day w ith 

congregatio nal praye rs at 6.00 a. m. The McIn tosh hahit of ho lding "o pe n 

ho use" wheneve r people wanted to co me, (to ca t o r sleep!) was we ll known 

througho ut the ir marri ed li fe. It reached its pinnacle in "th e H u use o f 

Reco ncili at io n" with the church in the d ownstairs po rti o n of th e ir ho m e. 

Their li ves beca me thoroughl y interwove n both with the ir church me mbe rs 
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and Japanese ,rnd Korea n ne ighbo urs. They broke dow n ingra ined mistrust 
betwee n many Japa nese and Koreans by the ir indiscriminate love and se rvice 
to th e co mmunity. 

Looking hack o n he r wide-ra nging activiti es of 199 1, Reth reported that 
th e wo me n's di scuss io n group o n Mo nd :1y mo rnings "is mo re dema nding 
now, as we compl ete ou r hook o utlining Japanese women's concerns, soc ia l 
a nd pe rso nal. " In that book, she says that the discuss io n gro up o n wo men's 
iss ues is th e o ne whi ch has p rovid ed the grea test person,11 cha ll enge during 
he r twenty-five yc:1 rs in Japan. "In that a tm osphere of mutua l acce pta nce, we 
have hee n no uri shed, and drawn fo rth to take crea ti ve risks in sharing o ur 
di scove ri es, o ur ho pes, o ur deepest co ncerns." 

The re co ntinued to be te ns io n ca used by Jack's pe ri odi c court 
appeara nces and Jack's hea lth became a growing co nce rn . The Mclntoshes 
s truggled to di scover God's pri o riti es, while li ving in the midst of such 
uncertainties. O nce the dec isio n was made to ca rry o ut hi s needed surge ry 
in Ja pan, they both had a "se nse of peace. " His ensuing surge ry and fo llowing 
set-back was a very low po int in their li ves, but the suppo rt, visits, a nd prayers 
of Ko rea n, Japanese a nd Ca nadian co ll eagues , fri e nds, and fa mily we re an 
imm easurable com fo rt. 

Altho ugh Jack's hea lth was returning to no rm a l, they rea li zed the need 
to slow the ir pace. Making the diffi cult dec isio n to b ring their pasto ra l 
re latio nship w ith the Tatsumi C hurch to a close in February 1994, Beth 
comm e nts: 

Saying good-bye to thi s church ho use a nd neighbo urhood represents a 
small d eath, for o ur 12 yea rs here have enabled the weaving together of 
the threads o f a ll o ur most mea ningful li fe re latio nships of work and 
fri e ndship s ince o ur arr iv,11 in Jap,1n in 196 1 .... Being a pa rt of the birth 
a nd growth of that little co mmunity of f:1ith drew o ut of each of us o ur 
utm ost, ho pefull y fo r I-I is highest. 

Durin,i..: that Listye:ir in Tatsu rni , Reth experie nced ":1 heightened intensity 
o f re latio nship w ith e:1ch one ... . At o ur prese nt stage of li fe, se ri o us illness 
a nd eve n dea th have honded us more deep ly." She concluded with a joy-fi ll ed 
co mm ent: "The o pportunities to share my own deep conviction as to the 
d iffe re nce knowing Jesus C hri st has mea n t in my own li fe co me almost da ily 
now, a nd I fin d deep joy in the ., igns of response after yea rs of seem ing 
indiffere nce, in the li ves whi ch answer 'yes' to o ur Lord's e,dl. " 
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A big move occurred in August 1982 as Jack a nd Reth began ministry 

e lsewhe re in Osaka , a t th e new ly es tabli shed Ta tsumi Hou se of 

Reconciliat io n, with Jack as fo unding pastor. Reth repo rts that li fe hec.nn e 

"even fu ll e r than befo re, with the organi zati o n o f a church school progr;1m 

he re, and attempts, through Engli sh and coo king c lasses to reach new 

ne ighbo urs," as we ll as community co-ope rative ve ntures with the YM C A -

cooki ng classes, and a mo nth ly soup kitche n in a ne ighbo uring s lu m . 

In 1985 and '86, Jack, then Reth, re fu sed to submit to finge rpri nting, 

stand ing in so lida rity with the ir Ko rean community in its fi ght aga inst th e 

d ehumani zing A lien Registration Law, that required a ll a li ens to he 

finge rprinted eve ry three years. It was the p light o f the Ko rean tee nage rs, 

most of them th ird o r fo urth ge ne ratio n res ide nts o f Japa n , which co nvin ced 

them that the tim e had come to take the ir stand a lo ngs ide the grow ing 

number o f protesto rs, refusing to be finge rprinted ye t again . 

J,Kk stood firm, with the result that he cou ld no t leave Japan fo r e leve n 

yea rs. Reth suppo rted him as he fil ed hi s civil suit aga inst t he Japa nese 

governm ent in 1987. He charged Japan's Ministe r o f Just ice with ab use o f 

di scretio nary powers fo r refus ing to renew hi s m iss io nary vi sa , o r to issue 

him a re-e ntry pe rmit to Japan . 

Jack and Reth's stand aga inst the o ppress ive A lie n Registratio n Law 

he lped to focus the in te rnati o nal community's atte nti o n o n th is d esp ic 1h le 

pract ice , thus bringing increased pressure o n the Japanese authorit ies to 

revo ke these procedures . Ry the year 2000 the finge rpr inting requ ire me nt 

was co mplete ly abo li shed. 

While Jack stayed o n at Tatsumi , Reth was ahlc to he in C anada o n 

May 13, 1987 , when bo th she ,rnd Jack were awa rd ed ho norary d octorates by 

Kn ox Co ll ege. These deg rees were prese nted in recogniti o n o f the '\ te rling 

worth" o f the ir quarte r ce ntury of C hr istian ministry within the Kore;u-1 

C hri sti ,rn C hurch in Japan a nd the ir ene rgeti c advocacy o f hum an rights. 

The m inist ry at Tatsumi continued to grow, beginning each day with 

congregat io na l praye rs at 6 .00 a .111. T he Mc In tos h hab it o f ho lding "o pe n 

ho use" wheneve r peop le w,rntcd to come, (to cat or sleep!) was we ll known 

througho ut th e ir JT1a rri ed li fe. It reached its p innacle in "the Ho use o f 

Reco ncili at io n" with the church in the d ownsta irs po rti o n o f the ir ho m e. 

T he ir li ves hecam c thoroughly inte rwove n bo th with the ir church m embers 
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a nd Japanc:--c a nd Korea n ne ighho urs. T hey b ro ke down ingra ined mistrust 

betwee n ma ny Japanese and Ko rea ns by the ir ind isc rimin ate love and se rvice 

to the co mmuni ty. 

Looking back o n her wid e-ra nging ac ti vities of 199 1, Beth repo rted that 

the wome n's di scuss io n group o n Mo nd ay mo rnings "is mo re demanding 

now, as we com plete o ur book o utlining Japanese wo me n's concerns, soc ia l 

a nd pe rsona l." In that book, she says that the di scuss io n group o n wo men 's 

issues is the o ne which has provid ed the greatest personal cha ll e nge during 

he r twe n ty-five yea rs in Japan . "In that atm osphere of mutual acce pta nce, we 

have bee n nou ri shed , a nd drnwn fo rth to ra ke crea ti ve ri sks in sharing o ur 

di scove ri es, o ur ho pes , o ur deepest co ncerns ." 

T here co ntinued to be te ns io n caused by Jack's pe ri odic court 

a ppca r,1nccs and Jack's hea lth becam e a growing co nce rn . The Mcl ntoshcs 

struggled to di scove r God's prio riti es, while li ving in the midst of such 

unce rtain t ies. O nce the dec isio n was made to carry o ut hi s needed surge ry 

in Japa n , they both had ,1 "se nse o f peace ." His ensuing surge ry and fo llowing 

set-back was a ve ry low po in t in th eir li ves, but the suppo rt, vis its, a nd praye rs 

of Ko rea n , Japanese a nd Ca rn1di an co ll eagues, fr iends, a nd fa mily we re an 

immeasurabl e comfort. 

A ltho ugh Jack 's heal th was returning to normal, they rea li zed the need 

to slow the ir pace . Making the di fficult dec is io n to bring their pasto ra l 

re latio nship with the Tatsumi C hurch to a close in Febru a ry 1994, Reth 

comm ents: 

S.1ying good-bye to thi s church ho use and neighbo urhood represe nts a 

smal l death, fo r o ur 12 yc,1rs here have e nabled the weav ing toge ther of 

the threads of a ll o ur mos t mea ningful life re la tio nshi ps of work and 

fr ie ndsh ip since o ur a rri va l in Japan in 196 1. . . . Re ing a part of the b ir th 

a nd growth of tha t li tt le communi ty of fa ith drew o ut of each of us o ur 

utmost, hopefully fo r His highest. 

Duri ng that last yea r in Tatsumi , Beth experi enced "a heightened in te nsity 

of rela tio nship with each o ne . ... At o ur present stage of li fe , se ri o us illness 

,i nd eve n death have bo nded us mo re deepl y." She concl uded with a joy-fil led 

comment: "T he o ppo rtuniti es to sh,1rc my own deep co nvicti o n as to the 

di ffe re nce know ing Jesus C hrist has 1T1ea nt in my own li k come ,1 lmost da il y 

now, and I find deep joy in the signs of response afte r ye,irs of seemi ng 

indiffe rence, in the lives wh ich answer 'yes' to o ur Lord's c,1 1." 
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Fina lly, in 1994 the cour t case was co nclud ed, Jack's miss iona ry visa was 

resto red, a re-e ntry permit grn ntcd, and they were ab le to return to C anad a 

together fo r a o ne year's ho me assignment. In June, at the Cie nc ral Assembly 

of the Presbyte rian C hurch in C anada , they we re both ho no ured with the E. 

H. Jo hnson Award "for se rvi ce o n the cutting edge of miss io n." 

A n impo rtant thrc,1d running tho ugh Beth's years in Japan is he r 

growing ro le in the YWC A, se rving o n the Peace Committee , represe nting 

the m at a symposium en t itled "Asi;in Peace and the Role of Wom en ," and 

representing the Osaka Y at the Internationa l W o men's Summit in Seou l, 

Ko rea . She comme nts that "parti c ipati o n in the Seoul eve nt deepe ned my 

ow n apprec iati o n fo r the contributio n made by YW/ YM C As around the 

wor ld towa rds the empowerme nt of women through lead e rship training and 

su ppo rtivencss." 

Anothe r big shift occurred in the ir lives with the ir move to Kitakyushu 

in Southwestern Japa n in July, 1995 . The o ld Kokura church , including the 

manse, becam e the ir home. With Jack appo inted Director of the Sci nan 

Korea n C hri stian Cente r (SKC ), Beth, in her usual e ne rgetic fa shi o n, 

found many auxi li ary ro les s imilar to those in Osa ka. Herc they includ ed a 

Friday night soup kitchen fo r the homcl -ss, building ecumenica l fe ll owship 

and so lidarity with grow ing numbers of street and park dwell e rs. 

The influe nce of Beth's many yea rs studying women's issues alo ngs ide 

Japa nese and Ko rean wo men quietl y bo re fruit during thi s fina l pe ri od in 

Rcth 's life in Japan. Even witho ut o ffi c ial responsibilities at e ithe r presbytery 

or nationa l leve ls o f the KCCJ Women's Assoc iat io n, he r active presence at 

study co nfe rences , retreats, and annua l mee tings served as a ri ch catal yst fo r 

broadening women's thinking. She repo rted that "o ur o ngoing studi es in 

assess ing the changes needed in the KCCJ Constituti o n and reading the 

Riblc fro m a woman 's pe rspective , mark thi s as a very impo rtant stage in the 

deve lo pment of awareness and pe rsonal preparati o n fo r new roles in the 

wider church community." 

A highlight for Reth in 1999 was to be prese nt with Jack at the KCCJ 

Ge neral Asse mbly "where, fo r t he first tim e, e ight no n-ord ,tincd 1T1embcrs of 

the church Wo men's Assoc iati on were welco med as commissio ne rs - a 

tcmpor;iry measure to compe nsate , in part, for the di sproporti o nate 

numbe rs of me n and women prese ntl y exe rc is ing d ec is io n-making 

66 



respo nsibilities in that august body." O nly Cod knows the great ex tent to 
whi ch rk th 's work in stimu lating wo men in the KCCJ to read the Bilile from 
a wome n's perspective , led to thi s astound ing develo pment in a culture 
whi ch is still ve ry male do minated! 

Jack and Beth report on the yea r 2000 as "the yea r of the Me l ntosh team 

act. " Jack's weakened hea lth conditi o n led to a re,1ppo rtion ing of duti es 
betwee n th em . Jack worked primarily ,ls p rogram fac ilitator of the Se inan 

Korean C hristian Ce nte r, whi le Beth's invo lvement increased to include 
co mmittees a nd con fe re nces whi ch Jack could no t attend. 

Summing up the yea rs in Japan , Beth speaks o f the deep sa ti sfaction 
experienced from ,rn interweaving o f conce rns: 

peacemaking, human rights, the enable ment of wo me n in church and 

society, parti cu larly in the fields o f responsible dec isio n-making ,ind 

acti o n, C hri stian communi ty se rvice , and leadership develo pment. Bo th 

church circles and the YW A have thread ed their way through these 40 

yea rs in ,111 un fo rgettab le fa shi o n . 

In March 200 I, they returned to a nada for an expected Ii fe of 
re tire me nt, still ove rflow ing with ideas fo r miss io n a nd ministry. However, 

in God's tim ing, Jack's work o n earth had reached co mpletio n, and he was 

"ca ll ed ho me" o n June 7th . In God's grea t plan, Beth is enjoying a new ho me 

in the Vancouver School o f Theology where she se rves as o mmunity Co­

o rdina to r fo r the townhouse communi ty a t St. Andrew's Hall , whi ch ho uses 
famili es of married stude nts fro m Korea, Japan a nd other parts o f the wo rld . 

T h us she re mains closely co nnected, no t o nly to her immed iate fami ly, but 
to that wide r fami ly whi ch she loves so deeply and co ntinues to se rve so 
faithfu ll y. 
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Bessie Ma cMarchy 

68 



'Pl3essie ~ rgaret ~cMurchy 

/-lea /er and Adventurer 

by KIM ARNOLD 

B 
ESS IE MAC M U RC HY BEC:,AN LIFE ON 24 AU GUST 1903 in 

Collin1-,:rwood, O nta ri o; a picturesque town se t bes id e th e sho res o f 

Georg ian Ray at the base of Rlue Mo untain . She attended the loca l 

schoo ls a nd rece ived a co mmercial dip lo ma from Collingwood Collegiate 

Institute. Despite thi s ea rly training, the business wo rld was not to be her 

d estiny, rathe r, she dec id ed that n-1edic ine was her true vocatio n . Ress ie had 

a lways ;1chi eved first class stand ing and was accepted in to the e li te nursing 

p rogr;unm e at the Mo ntre,d Ge nera l Hospi t;1I. She tra ined successfu lly and 

g rad uated from nursing in 193 1. 
T he MacMurchy fa mily had strong roots in the Presbyte rian C hurch in 

Colli ngwood and so it was perhaps a natura l progress io n for Ress ie to e n ro ll 

in the Preshyter ian Miss io nary and fka co ness Train ing School in Toronto 

to prepare for ove rseas service as a miss io nary nurse with the C hurch . U po n 

graduati o n, the Women's Miss io nary Society (WD) appointed her to the 

Rhi l Regio n o f Indi a in the Ca nadi ;m Presbyteri an Miss io n I losp irnl , a lso 

kn own ,1s the Jo har C hri stian H ospital. 

The Wome n's Miss io nary Soc iety's staff handbook stated that the ir 

purpose was to: "un ite the women , girl s a nd chi ldren in prayer, stud y and 

se rvice for the advancement of the Kingdom o f Cod at ho me and abroad." 

Wome n suited for ove rseas miss io n work needed to be of "strong and mature 

C hri st ian faith , good phys ica l co ndition, ed uca ted, emotio nall y mature and 

tole rant of other cu ltures and re ligio ns." A suitable c 111did,1te in all respec ts, 

Ress ie sa il ed for India in Septe mber 1932 a nd began her duti es at the Jo har 

Hospita l in October 1932. 

A s ignifi cant transiti o n in li fes tyle ;-iwaitcd Bessie as he r new ca ree r 

wo u ld prove both exc iting and cha ll enging. The Bh il Regio n is situated in 

Ce ntra l Indi a in an iso lated , rura l setting. There we re no r;1i lway lines nea rby 

and market towns we re di st,111t. Ag ri culture was the mai nst;1y of the loca l 

69 



eco no my. Th e landscape consisted o f a co ll age o f fa rm fie lds, hill s, fl owe rs 

and fruit trees , situated bes id e de nse jungle repl ete with predato rs. nu e to 

the extremes in temperature, the Bhil area cou ld be ex pe ri enced as e ithe r 

arid or lush, d epending o n the a nnwtl rninfoll. C lea n drin k ing water was a 

necess ity, hut no t a lways readily avaih1ble . As a new res ide nt o f this country, 

Miss MacMurchy was espec ia ll y se nsit ive to these surroundings. H e r 

persona l p,1pers re fl ect bo th the pleasure and pain thi s e nviro nm e nt wou ld 

create fo r the co mmuni ty over the years. 

At the tim e o f Miss MacMurchy's res idence, India's po pu latio n co ns isted 

o f e ighty-fi ve per cent vill age rs li ving in ado be hut compo unds. H o mes did 

not have san itatio n fa cilities, running wate r, proper ve ntilati o n o r elec tr ic ity. 

Pesti lence was rampant as was po llu ti o n ca used by an ,1ccumul ;1tio n o f 

re fu se. All these fa cto rs created illness a nd di sease. A ltho ugh mi ss io nari es 

were re lative ly well o ff in te rms o f ho using, medicines and di e t, Miss 

MacMurchy he rse lf suffe red with ma laria o n a number o f occas io ns. At th e 

best of times, the locals' di et was sub-standard; lacking in vita mins and 

prote ins. Depe ndent o n weather co nditio ns, starvatio n cou ld r,1vage the n, 

o ne seaso n yet an over abundance o f corn cou ld plague the m the nex t. 

Conversely, Bess ie marvel led a t the dramatic geography a nd pe rso nal 

o pportunities lnd ia provided to her. She apprec iated the plent ifu l and fres h 

fruit tha t grew o utside her door - mos t especia lly the mango trees. H e r 

papers detail ed the beautiful yet diffi u lt te rrain she traversed in he r work 

and the dramati c weather conditi o ns that accompan ied them . She loved the 

co mmunity pic nics; enjoyed music o f a ll sorts and late eve nings w ith fri e nds 

watching the co lo urful a rray o f sunse ts. He r writings di splay an acute 

awareness of the landsca pe a nd personali ti es that we re her e nviro nm e nt. 

The Jo har clinic first o pened in 1926 as a s imple di spe nsary funded by 

The Presbyter ia n C hurch in C anada's Ce nera l Board o f· Miss io n . O the r 

docto rs in res id ence included Dr. Jo hn Howie, Dr. Effie Win cheste r and l)r. 

W.R. Q uinn . It was Dr. Q uinn who , wo rking a lo ng with Ress ie, managed to 

exp,rnd the practi ce, make grea t improve ments in the fa cili ty, and attract 

greater finan cia l support fro m the governme nt and church . Ry 1913 the 

hosp ita l had e lectr ic li ghts and running wate r. In 1935 the Lo ui se 

Henderson Maternity Ward was comple ted . In 1936 th e Mary Rro;1dbe nt 

Training Ho me fo r Nurses was built as a n a rm o f work assumed by the Jo h;1t 
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H ospital. The number of beds fo r in-p,1ti cnts grew to sixty. By 1941 the 
H ospit,11 had a staff of e ighty and d cm,rnd was o n the increase fo r eve n more 
tra ined medi ca l staff of all levels. 

The studen ts had hands-on responsibilities in the hospital as part o f 
th e ir ove rall training requirem ents for graduati o n. The fi rst graduati o n fro m 
the nursing school roo k place in 1945 with the Bhi l gradu ates numbering 
o ne male and four fema les. Th is ce remo ny was a spec ial o ne for the 
co mmunity and Bessie wrote thar "the light of Jesus was with the Bhil 
people" o n th at d ,1y. The ce remony was held in Zio n C hurch in Jo bat. It was 
al so a n occasion fo r persona l tr ibutes including o nes fo r nurses Isabel 
McConne ll and Bessie MacMurchy, who were compared to Florence 
Nightingale in thci r sc i fl css dcd ication to the vill agers. 

Weste rn medicine was rcg,1rdcd with suspic io n by many of the natives. 
Th e ir traditiona l medic ine w,1s provided by a village witch d octo r o r "barwa." 
Evidence of the harwa craft was seen in the strings that they tied o n patients 
wri sts, ank les and necks; supposedl y co nta ini ng a fo rm of medi cine fo r the 
v,iri o us ailments. Mo re o ften than not, patients ca me to the Hosp it,d as a last 
resort o nce they reali zed that the witch doctor's medicine was not working. 
These desperate mcdi c d c;1ses put added strain o n Bess ie and the staff. M,iny 
needless d eaths occurred ,1s a resu lt of the ba rwa medicine. Pati ents trave ll ed 
to the Jo har Hospital from as far away as 200 mi les. By 1954 this faci li ty 
se rved 6,679 out-patients as fo ll ows: Bhi ls 4282 , Hindus 955 , 
Mo hammedans 541 ,rnd C hri stians 900 . Forms of trea tment included : sixty­
fou r maternity, fifty-seven major o pcr,1tio ns, 15 2 mino r o peratio ns and 144 
teeth ex tracti o ns. 

Hospital eva nge li sts wou ld preach the gos pel in the waiting a rea of the 
o ut-pati ent ward and a dai ly se rvi ce was held for th e in-patients. Vo lunteer 
C hristian wome n's groups ass isted the hospita l workers by providing Bible 
stud y time, teaching the women handi crafts, making clo thes fo r the poorer 
fami li es and new babi es, c rea ting communion clothes for the pati ents; and 
prepar ing bandages for the use of hospit,d staff. O ne of the hospita l's more 
fa ith fu l Indi a n supporte rs was quoted in a lette r to Bess ie co mparing Jo b.it 
Hospi ta l to "the Taj M,1 hal; in which is ento mbed hri stia n love." He 
continu es, "this superh and splendid memo rial to your kindness a nd love is 
a tower of light, ho pe and life to many ,1 ship-wrecked soul - a have n of ho pe 
to the d iscou raged and needy." 

71 



Miss MacMurchy played a signifi ca nt ro le in the deve lop me nt of Medi cal 

Mo bile C linics in the Rhil Regio n. They hec11ne necessa ry beca use o f the 

growing populati o n and the ch ron ic need fo r improved public hea lth. 

Mobile cli ni cs and dispe nsa ries were just part o f the answer to thi s problcn-1, 

conseque ntly she advocated the need for larger pe rm anent clini cs for rural 

Indi a. Rampant infectio ns such as sma llpox could qui ckly wipe o ut an entire 

village if not checked . Vacc in ations were ava il able in urban centres but 

vi ll age rs tended not to make this journey as they li kely wo uld have to trave l 

a great di sta nce by ox-ca rt ove r poor ly maintained roads, to reach the cl osest 

clinic. During tim es o f famin e, numbers at church se rvices and clinics we re 

lower because robbers, desperate fo r food, wou ld attack the vuln erabl ' w ho 

left the ir secure dwellings. Travel li ng eva ngel ists wou ld a lso accompa ny the 

medi ca l srn ff at the mobi le cli ni cs. By 1953, there were seve ntee n mobi le 

clinics se rving 4,990 patients coupled with e ight hri stian co ngregati o ns 

and ten preaching stations where regul ,n se rvices were held . 

Evangel ism in the C hr ist ian faith was qu ite p revale nt througho ut Indi a 

at thi s time, largely because of the g rowth o f C hri stian colleges res u lting 

fro m miss io n work. Lay miss io nari es se rved the large po pulatio n's needs and 

we re in much greate r numbe r than o rdained mini ste rs. The ~hri st ian 

Medica l Assoc ia tion had committees that mo n ito red upgrades in medica l 

fac ilities, registe red medica l m iss io nari es for lega l practi ce in the country and 

resea rched the issues of disease preventio n and co ntrol. Government 

suppo rt o f higher educa ti o n fo r women resu lted in more <1pp licants f<x 

nurses training and mo re profess io nal nurses in the fie ld. Despite thi s move 

fo rw,mJ, Bess ie often lam ented in her cor n.:spo ndence th .it nurses we re pa id 

too little for the ir work. Poor pay contributed to this tende ncy. O nly the very 

dedi ca ted wo men wou ld return to the miss io n fi e lds as nurses , espec ia ll y 

after they had sampled the o ppo rtuni t ies ,1vailablc to the m through th e 

uni vers ity ,md the modernity o f c ity li fe. Throughout the yea rs more public 

a id ca me fo rward but the o ngo ing leadership in th is area rested with th e 

C hurch, the ir resources and initiative. The Ind ian governme nt continued to 

di sp lay a ce rtain warin ess towa rds the C hri st i,1n influe nce over Indian 

soc iety a nd in 1954 a Co mmittee of Enquiry was struck to investiga te thi s 

trend. In the end, these gove rnment officials we re actua ll y won over by the 

good wo rks that the church community had achieved, ,md the rea fte r, ;m 
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in creased use of C hri stian sponsored serv ices w,1s documented. The 
gove rnm e nt as a whole ca me to accept a nd eve n va lue the C hristian 
influe nce on the ir peop le. Thi s recogn ition ca me in an offi c ial srntement 
fro m the Indi an Boa rd: 

A specia l refe re nce sho uld be made here to a nati o na l need which the 
high schools arc c;dled upo n to sa ti sfy in the nea r future ... . In add iti o n 
to the needs of the teaching profess io n, a ny comprehensive scheme for 
d evel op ing the socia l se rvices will invo lve a vastl y increased supply of 
d octo rs and nurses. 

T he gove rnme nt wa nted an improved leve l of education fo r their 
wo me n, as well as for the ir young men . The o ld regime regarded educa t io n 
as a threat hu t thi s new attitude acknowledged that an educated po pulace 
wou ld he nefit the future qual ity of Indian society. 

Bess ie was o ne o f the lead ers to uting bette r educatio n fo r those in the 
m edi cal field. She va lued a ny progress made but the rate o f improvement was 
neve r s ignifi ca nt e no ugh fo r her. Nurses still held no profess io nal o r soc ial 
sta tus in the community. Bess ie was a unio n suppo rter :rnd felt that thi s 
syste m wou ld ultimately se rve the medica l profess io n in India. Her regular 
repo rts to th e Wo men's Miss io nary Society o ffi ce not o nl y refl ected the 
d icho to my of her love of India, but also her frustrati o n with the system. 

O ne of Miss MacMurchy's co ncerns was the lack of birth contro l 
ava il abl e to me n and wo me n. C u ltura l fa c to rs have always bee n a 
d etermin ant in thi s area of o ur soc iety. Of cho lera, small pox, in fect io ns, 
starvati o n a nd malari :1, death in childbirth was the sixth highest threa t to 
human li fe in lnd i:1 dur ing Bess ie's tim e. O ne o ut of eve ry ten wo men di ed 
in childbir th and th e average number of surviving ch ildren bo rn to a wo man 
was six to seven, hut thi s did not include those that died prc m,1turely o r 
through abo rti o n. A chroni c sho rtage o f fe male d octo rs and nurses in a 
culture whi ch stressed that girl s could o nly be exam ined by other fe males 
exacerbated the p rob le m . Theor ies that suggested se lf-co ntro l or imposed 
steri li za t io n as mea ns of po pu l:1tio n contro l were summar ily di smissed by 
Bess ie as she saw the diffi culty in po licing and fund ing th ese methods. The 
cost o f vo lun ta ry birth co ntro l wou ld have to be reduced and its ava ilab ili ty 
from reliable clinics wo uld have to be increased , espec ia ll y to the poor 
vill age rs. 
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In 1949, Miss MacMurchy left Jo bat to se rve o n staff w ith the C hristian 

Medica l o ll ege Hosp ita l in Vellore, South India, a f:1 c ility that the WMS 

financially supported. This sophistica ted inte rnati o na l medi ca l ce ntre was 

des igned to d o resea rch , d evelop preventative medica l pol ic ies, train those 

fo r se rvi ce in rural areas of India, and fos te r a C hri stian :1ttitude toward s 

medicine in s tuden ts and staff. During Bessie's tenure it se rved as the base 

for 260 miss io n hospitals a nd 500 di spe nsaries . Miss MacMurchy taught 

graduate and undergraduate level stud ents in nursing at Ve ll ore . Th ese 

courses were taught in the Hindi language, which she had a lready maste red . 

S ignifica ntly, she was the o nl y teacher in graduate studi es for nurs ing in 

Indi a at that time. 

Ry 195 2 Ressie MacMurchy had taken he r third furlough t rip ho me to 

Collingwood. As o ne of he r respons ibilities as a church miss ionary she 

travell ed across the country talking to Presbyte rians and a lso at nurs ing 

schools about he r work as a nurse in Indi a. Kee n to spe nd more tim e with 

yo ung peo ple, she also acce pted leadersh ip positi ons in church ca mps. 

Exper ienc ing summer ca mp, espec ia ll y in a C hristian setting, has o fte n bee n 

considered the foundation of a young pe rson's spiritual awaken ing. Bess ie 

was aware of thi s responsibility and her papers revea l great pleasure in be ing 

part of th is process. "Faith in nature" was a sentime nt found in a number of 

he r lette rs. Li fe was not a ll work; miss ionar ies were also e ntitl ed to ho lid ay 

ti me. Ress ie trave ll ed extensively during he r caree r a nd re li shed e:1ch tww 

adventure. H er love of Indi a was evid ent as she ofte n e lected to re m:1in the re 

during he r vacatio n pe ri od, so that she might expe ri e nce othe r parts of the 

cou ntry. 

In 1955 she returned to C anada to attend the Schoo l of Nu rs ing a t the 

U nive rsity of Weste rn O nrnri o where she ea rned he r Raclw lor of Sc ien ce in 

Nursing. She returned to Lond o n in the 1960s to begin a Maste r of Science 

of Nursing. She completed the course work but passed away sudd e nl y on 16 

June 1961, prior to actua l graduati on . l lcr thes is forms part of he r pe rso nal 

papers. It is e ntitl ed, "Factors Which Favour Par t ic ipati o n of Registe red 

Nurses in th e Activities of The ir Profess io na l Nurs ing O rga ni zation." S he 

professed va lue in uni o ns, professiona l ethics, and imp roved sa laries a nd 

li ving conditi o ns fo r medi ca l staff in C an ada and ove rse<1s. He r th es is mig ht 

he summ ed up in this simple quote re lated to a proposed nati o nal 

organi zation fo r nurses: 

74 



such natio n.ti associati o n sh,tl l lie no n-po lit ical, sha ll embrace all 
re li gi o us fa iths, and sha ll work together ft) r the pu rpose o f p ro mo ti ng 
the hea lth o f natio ns, imp rovi ng the care o f the sick, adva ncing the 
p rofess io na l and eco no mi c welfa re n f nu rses and e nhancing the ho no r 
o f the nu rsing p rofess io n. 

O nce, hcforc returning to C anada, she had managed to spearhead a 
province-wide prnfess io na l assoc iatio n fo r nurses in Jo ba t. The aim s o f th is 
associatio n echoed those in her thesis: profess io nali sm, educat io n, pub lic 
h ea lth , fund rai s ing fo r med ica l inst itu t io ns, a nd gove rnment awareness . 
A tte n t io n to a ll these arc required in o rder to make str ides in overseas health 
ca re. 

T h ro ugho ut Bess ie's ca ree r she rece ived tes timo nials praising her 
d edi catio n a nd skil l. These arc fo un d in her personal pa pers and pra ise her 
ab il iti es in med icine, fina nce, administratio n; but also her co mpassio n, 
co n fid ence , "sparkling brown eyes" and C hr istian fa ith . T here arc notes o f 
tha n ks fro m pati ents, lette rs of suppo rt fro m colleagues and requests fo r 
m o ney fro m th e need y. Wh e n o ne ex ::i m incs Bess ie MacMurchy's 
co ntribu t io n to the peop le o f Ind ia it seems they e nco mpass a ll poss ible 
categu ri cs o f overseas work: mcd ic 1l, educatio nal, b 1dersh ip and soc ial 
se rv ice. Incl ud cd in he r correspo ndence is fo und a po rt io n o f the Prayer o f 
St . Richa rd o f C hichester, wh ich is a testament o f her fa ith a nd wo rk : 

T ha n ks be to thee , my Lo rd Jesus C h rist, 
Fo r a ll the benefits tho u has wo n fo r me, 

For a ll the pa ins a nd insul ts tho u has borne fo r me, 
0 most mercifu l Redeemer, Fri e nd a nd Broth er, 

May I know thee mo re clearl y, 

Love thee more dea rly, 

A nd fo llow thee more nearly: 

Fo r ever a nd eve r. 
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Mary McQ,iescen 
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~ry oJ'a,ne Gftc:Questen 

By JO HN ALEXANDER JO HN STON 

Be Ye Sreadfast...Ever Abo1rnding in The Work Of The Lord 

B 
lnE A W EE RY THE MASS IVE OA K DOO RS OF MAC NAR 
STREET PRESRYTERIAN C H URC H, HAM ILTON. Let yo ur gaze 
rest o n the sto ne wa ll across the stree t which separates thi s Scott ish 

c:;othic edifi ce fro m Whitchern, the ho me of the McQucstcn fam ily fo r o ne 
hundred and fifty yea rs. O r climb the state ly sanctuary tower, rung uro n 
rung, and ma rve l ;1t the mass ive clockwo rks whi ch a McQucstcn had rescued 
whe n, generati o ns late r, th e o l<l Post O ffi ce was demolished. Its golden face 
is c lear ly vi s ib le fro m the do no r's res ide nce. Today, Uo-tra ins shunt between 
th ese two symbo ls of Hami lton soc iety hut no t befo re the church had bee n 
awa rded ge nerous compcns,1tio n fo r thi s intrus ion , a court case argued a nd 
won liy a McQucstcn. 

To exa mine the p lace and influ e nce of the McQucste n fa mi ly, 
parti cul ,1rly that o f its m,1tria rch, M,1ry Jane McQucstcn, is to reveal a 1T1 icro­
ctching of Scots/ Iri sh/ Presbyterian Enlighte nment in a changing world . 
Mary Jane Raker ( 1849- 1934) was a child of the Manse, ,Ill o n ly daughter by 
a seco nd m,1rri;1gc of Co mmande r, The Rev. Tho mas Baker, R.N ., who had 
se rved King ,ind Country with di stincti o n in the Napo leonic Wars. At o ne 
rim e he co mm and ed th e largest British nava l vesse l o n the G reat Lakes. A 
stri ct Ca lvinist and ,I man of h igh moral standards, he stud ied fo r the 
Co ngregatio nal ministry fri ll ow ing his di sch;1rgc. His pastora l labours arc 
reco rd ed in the anna ls of Kingston, Paris, Brantford (where Mary Jane was 
horn), Newma rket a nd Toronto. 

Th o mas Raker de m,1nded the sa me stri ct standards of hi s congregatio ns 
a nd h is famil y. To exa min e hi s co rrespo nde nce is to sec refl ected th e 
accuracy, fo rm and conte nt o f a strong wi ll ed m;rn-of-thc-cloth. His was ,Ill 

up pe r middle cL1ss fa mi ly man, intense ly suppo rtive o f the mo narchy and 
the we ll-be ing of the co1nmo n man . In the vo lum e Thonws Baker McQues re11 , 
the autho r, Jo hn Hcst rde rred to Raker's daughter, Mary Jane, as o ne who 
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was "bo lste red up in life by he r d eeply he ld re lig io us be liefs a nd by h er 

e no rm o us strength o f characte r, bo th of wh ich we re the lq.(acy of he r father." 

Her bi ographer co ntinues, stating thc1t from childh ood Mary was rai sed to 

sec he rse lf as the embod iment of hi s C hri stian idea ls as a miss ionary at 

ho me and a suppo rte r o f miss io ns abroad. A wo man of aristoc rati c beauty, 

self assu red and ofte n d o minee ring, she was eulogized in 19'34 by h e r 

ministe r of thirty yea rs "as o ne of the br ightest most cm 1r,1geous and m os t 

charming C hri stian lad ies kn own to him ." 

Ye t how it chafed Mary to be a woman in a world co ntro ll ed by m e n 

where she was no t able to vote, simply hcca use of he r ge nde r. Ry pe rso na l 

lo bbying and pro Ii fie correspo nd ence, howeve r, she wc1s recogni zed as a fo rce 

with wh ich to be recko ned . Never cou ld it be said th.tt she was withou t 

o pinion o r that she was reticent about ex press ing he r strong views. 

In he r erc1, Mary Baker wou ld have been co nside red we ll-educated. 

Wa ltshmidt's Latin Oictimwry was prese nted to he r o n he r eleve nth birthday, 

inscribed as a reward fo r dilige nt atte nti o n to he r C lass ica l Studies. As ,1 

s ixteen yea r o ld in 1865, at the N ewmarket Coun ty Cra mmar Schoo l, s he 

di splayed competency in Latin, G reek, French, German , Euclid , Phil osophy, 

Geography, Mathemati cs , History and Engli sh . Four terms we re spe nt at 

Mrs. Burns L1dies Coll egi,ite Inst itute in To ronto, a we ll-es tab li sh ,d and 

high ly recommended fini shing school fo r young ladi es. A numhe r of the 

books from th e ve ry ex tensive library in he r childh ood ho me we re la te r 

depos ited o n the Wh iteh ' rn she lves in Ha milto n. 

Mary was indebted to he r fathe r for he r lifelo ng suppo rt of the ri ghts of 

women. Tho mas Baker strenuo usly o pposed the limi tation o f fema le 

o pportunities in both the church a nd the secula r wor ld . As to th e fo rm er, 

wh il e he might no t have been ready to o pe n the pulpit to women, he was 

known to qu ote Latin and th e C hurch Fath e rs in support of rhe ir 

partic ipati o n in the business o f the d eno min,1ti o n . His inte rests inc lud ed the 

commence ment of women's cl.1sses at McC ill U ni vers ity in tand cn1 with th e 

Mo ntreal Co ngrega ti o na l o ll ege in 188'3. 

Mary met her fu ture husband in To ronto . ls.tac McQ ucstc n w,1s ,1 

successful yo ung lawyc'r, graduate of U pper C anada Coll ege and Osgoodc 

H.111, with a M.1stc r of Arts Oegrce fro m the Unive rs ity o f Toro nto . A law 

practi ce in that city was fo ll owed by a partne rship in Hamilto n with Willi a m 
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Proud foot who late r beca m e a Justi ce of the High Court of O ntari o. 
Wi lli am's father, in c id e nta ll y, was a leading figure in Secess io n 
Presbyte ri an ism and was pri ncipa l of its theologica l co llege in Lo nd o n, 
Ontario. 

In m a ny ways , Mary Jane was the turn-of-the-ce ntury symbo l of wo man's 
libe ratio n . Her suppor t for wo men 's rights was stre ngthened, no t o n ly by her 
fath e r, but by inifr1tives o f Dr. C alvin McQuesten, he r fat her-in-law. He had 
bee n instrum enta l in fo und ing the Ham il to n Wesleya n Ladies College , 
whe re any wo man, irrespective of her d e nomination, could ea rn a degree. 
H e a lso se rved as the co llege's vice p res id ent until 1872 and as its pres ident 
until h is J ea th in 1885. 

Dr. Ca lvin McQueste n was acknowledged as an in fluentia l and wea lthy 
Hamilto n bus inessman with li bera l learnings, a pio nee r in the fo undry 
indu stry, produ cing pl o ughs, stoves , we ighing sca les and threshing 
machines. He retired at the age of 55 in 1857 to devote hi s li fe to fu rthering 
th e miss io n o f the Presbyte ri an ca use in C,rn ada, taking with him a fo rtune 
es tim a ted at the rather ;1stronomica l figure of $ 500,000.00. 

Fo ll ow ing her marriage to Isaac in 1873, Mary dropped her midd le 
nam e Jane and therrca fre r signed her co rrespo ndence with her ma iden 
initi ,1ls M.B. The young co uple moved from To ro nto to Whitehern, the 
fam il y ho m e in I lamil to n that hi s fat her had recently vacated. They had 
seve n childre n between 1874 and 1885. U n fo rtunate ly, fam il y diffi culti es, 
he,d th problems and bus iness reverses a ll contributed to Isaac's sudden 
d eath in 1888, leavi ng a gri eving and penuri o us yo ung wid ow with her small 
childre n . Bankruptcy m eant fina ncial ruin. Cio ne we re the spinning mill s in 
Hespeler, the mines of Marm o ra and a myri ad o f o ther in te rests. O nly 
White he rn, several sm,dl investme nts and a re nta l property nea rby remained 
of the once vast for tu nc. 

Thus begins the sto ry of a matriarch, d ete rm ined to ho ld her he,1d high 
in the fa ce of ,di adversity. Mary McQ uesten, in sp ite o f he r straigh tened 
c ircumsta nces, was d ete rmined to maintain her place in soc iety and to 
provid e her off~prin,gs with an upbringing worthy of an upper c lass C hri stian 
fam il y. O ne wonders how o ften she res isted the te mptatio n to se ll he r o nl y 
tempo ra l asse t, state ly Whitehern, the visible sign to the wo rld to what she 
co ns ide red her rightful place in soc iety. 
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Across the street fro m he r ho me stood the tho us,tnd-sea t Mac Nab S tree r 

Presbyte ri an C hurch est,1blished in 1854 hy he r husba nd's fath e r. In 1T1an11 

ways it became her fortress and her guide, a spiritual li fe-line in times of 
tro uble . Atte ndan ce at both mo rning and eve ning Sabbath se rvices of 
wo rship was scrupulo usly obse rved. Sunday lette r writing was frowned upo n. 

Fam il y devoti o ns were de rigeur. The spac io us property with fl owe r heds a nd 

orchard hosted co ngregationa l garden parti es ,ind teas. A local Hamilto n 

newspaper credited Mary McQuesten with influencing the d eve lo pm e nt of 
parks and ho rti cultural projects far beyond th e bord ers of he r ho me and c ity. 

An ingra ined propensity for evange li sm resu lted in the use of he r ho m e for 

classes in Engli sh and religious instru ction for C hin ese immigrants. Late r, 

wh en wo men in var io us communiti es were prepared ro jo in toge th e r in 

coordinating the ir miss io nary e ndeavours, Mary McQueste n was o ne o f fifr,1 

ladies who gathered in Knox C hurch , To ron to, to fo rm the W o m e n ',; 

Fore ign Miss io nary Soc iety. 

Through the effo rts o f Mrs. McQuesten and o the rs, miss io n,1ri es we re 

commiss io ned to se rve overseas, espec ially in countri es whe re the lo t o f 

wo men was d egrad ing. It was largely tho ught the effo rts o f s i1T1i lar ly 

d edi cated wo men that C anadian medi ca l schoo ls hegan to o pe n the ir d oor,; 

to female stud ents. If wo men were no t allowed to practi ce m edic ine in 

C anada, the re was a p lace for them overseas. 

In 18 2, Mrs. McQuesten was e lected to the Board o f Manage m e nt o f 

the a ll -embracing Presbyte rian Wom en's Miss io nary Society (WM S), ra is in,!.! 

fund s and e nrolling members in loca l branches. As pres ide nt and Lite r 

ho no rary pres id e nt, countl ess jo urneys througho ut O ntari o, and o n 

occasio n, across Ca nada, were undertake n by Mrs. McQueste n while a t t he 

sam e time rai s ing he r fami ly in ,1 stri ctly C hri stian a tm osphe re . 

When the Yuko n Cold Rush attracted its ho rdes of fortun e hunte rs, a 

Ho me Miss io ns program was organi zed to provid e them with spiritua l ,tnd 

medi rn l support. Mrs. McQu este n he lped orga ni ze loca l branches inc lud in,l! 

o ne in Hamilto n . In 1906, she d e li ve red a paper to the annua l m eetings o f 

th e n,itio nal WM S in Winnipeg, a lo ng with the we ll-kn own Ft ilph Co nnor, 

auth or of Clengarry School Days. Late r she trave ll ed hy hor~c a nd buggy fro m 

Minnesota to Regina to vis it a miss io nary school. 
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ln 1910, when the I lo m e ,md f o re ign Miss io ns o rgani za t io ns jo ined 
toge ther, Mrs. McQuesren was e lected the First Vi ce-Pres ident o f the 
O ntari o Provin cia l Soc iety. Her duti es includ ed address ing groups across th e 
provin ce whme inte rests now rurned in part to the spiritual a nd material 
needs o f rho usands of immigr;mts wh o we re fl ooding the land . Bales o f used 
c lo thing we re co ll ected . C hurch-run schools and hospita ls d otted the 
prairi es. Co l po rte u rs were supported in the ir di stributi o n o f Bibles. 
Deaconesses rece ived training pri o r to appo intme nts a mo ng the native 
peoples espec ia ll y in the no rth-west corner o f O ntari o. Engli sh-language 
c lasses we re organi zed. The McQueste n ho me was o pened to Jewish 
immigra nts. It is in te resting to no te that in 1904 when a p;irti cular 
indi vidu al was conve rted through her e fforts, she did no t invite him to jo in 
he r own MacNab Street co ngregati o n , but direc ted him to nearby Phi lpott 
Tabernacle whose me mbers we re co ns id ered to belo ng to a lowe r strata of 
soc iety. I !er lead ership in WM S presbyte ri a l, synodi ci l and nati o nal 
e nd eavours, continued unti l he r death in 1934. 

Mary McQ ueste n was intensely proud a nd supporti ve of her chi ldre n, 
w ho ge nera ll y spe nt much o r a ll of the ir adu lt li fe within the co nfines of thi s 
cl ose knit fa mi ly circle at Whitehern. Whenever the children were away at 
schoo l, working o r ho lid ay ing, lette rs we re wr itte n to then, tw ice weekly, 
sharing th e fa mi ly news and exhorting them to li ve as faithfu l C hri stians. 
Eve r aware o f how her husband's life had suffe red fro m drink , no ,1lco ho l or 
c ig,1rettes we re to be see n unde r her roo f. No ne o f he r chi ldren eve r marri ed . 
I ad Ma ry McQ ueste n been ove rly protecti ve? Did mo ther cons id er suito rs 
unworthy of the m 1 A tra it o f· mental illness in seve ral ge nera ti o ns of the 
fa mi ly m ,ty have bee n a contributing fa cto r. 

Ruby was the o nl y daughter to have a caree r o utside the ho me, be ing o n 
srn ff ,lt th e Presbyte ri,rn Ladi es College , O ttawa , until tuberculos is cla im ed 
h er life. Ca lvin , rhe cider son but in many ways the baby of the fa mily, 
di sp layed a brilli a nt mind at unive rsity. At o ne stage he worked as a Globe 
newspape r repo rte r. A seco nd caree r proved less than successful. As a 
mi ssio na ry a t Rocky Mo untain I lo use and Banff, he showed him self more 
ad ept ar ph otogra phy a nd the sa le of prin ts of tribal people in full rega li a 
tha n in custo mary pastora l respo nsibiliries. I lcalth di sabi li ti es d ogged h im 
th ro ugho ut li fe, a nd fo r many yea rs he ,1sce nded Ha mil to n Mo unta in as 
ch apbin , a nd late r as a vo lun tee r at th e Sanato rium . 

8 1 



How mother basked in th e world of he r o the r son, the H o n o urahJ.; 

Thomc1s Bake r McQues ten. Fo ll owing in the fami ly traditio n, Tom studi cll 

law and then e nte red po liti cs as a Hamil to n Schoo l Trustee and a lde rman, 

end ing hi s po liti ca l ca ree r as Ontar io 's Minister o f I lighways in th e c.1hi11c f 

of Premier Mitche ll Hepburn , and in the process re-esta hli s hed liquidity 0 f 

the family finan ces . To m is credited with d eve lop ing O ntari o's first sys te m 0 f 

divided highways, the Niagara Parks Commiss ion, a "bridge huild e r" an ll 

ea rl y e nviro nm e ntali st. Yet he was always hi s mo the r's little hoy, co nsta nt!)' 

be ing exho rted and advised as to hi s C hri stian responsibilities. "To who 111 

much is given," she wou ld say, "m uch is expected." 

Mary McQueste n was an ardent libern l in po liti cs. In spite of, or pe rh aps 

beca use of her uppe r clriss viewpo int, she was prepared to suppo rt tlw 

work ingma n's ca use. He r lette rs, fo r instance, co ntain diatribes against th e 

wea lthy businessme n wh o, in he r mind, were taking advantage o f Hami lton 's 

stree t rai lway employees. 

A tire less worker in the temperance move ment, Mary a lso threw h e r 

considerahle e ne rgies behind the Na tional Counc il of Wom e n, nL'wly 

est,ibli shed hy he r s iste r Presbyte ri ,m, Lady Abe rd ee n . In March 1889 , s h e 

proposed the establi shment of a Young Wo me n's C hris tian Association in 

H,unilto n to provide working girl s with re lig ious instru cti o n. S he feared th ,1t 

many you ng wome n were ill-equipped to fa ce th e te mptati o ns of c ity li fe. 

While the YWC A develo ped cooking and h o usekeeping classes unde r the 

directi o n o f Adelaid e Hoodless o n its uppe r fl oors, Mrs. McQues ten 

lam ented that th e emphas is on re li gio us instruction was langui shing. 

In the yea rs leading up to the 1925 C hurch U ni o n , which Mr~. 

McQueste n a lways refe rred to as the Oism/nion, the famil y took ,1 firm ;ind 

vocal stand in suppo rt o f the continuing Preshyte rian C hurch. Altho ugh 

C al vin , no d o ubt influenced hy hi s mini stry among the community 

churches in the Wes t, suppor ted the uni on move me nt, the o the r m e mbers 

of the fa mil y, led by To m and hi s mo ther, were ve heme ntl y opposed. 

At a pre-uni o n rall y in 1923 , Mrs. McQ ueste n too k to th e po dium to 

oppose uni o n with the Methodists and Congregario nali sts, saying that "the 

idea of me rg ing the Presbyte rian C hurch in to o hscuriry was a proposa l hoth 

inso le nt and imprud e nt. " In that sa me address, s he a lso c riti c ized "rlw 

no nse nse of gove rnme nt of rhe church hy m e n," compla in ing that women 
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we re not pe rmi tted to vote at sederunts of the General Assembly. Il e r so n 
Th o mas was deeply involved with lega l issues revo lving around church uni o n 
as we ll as with spea king e ngage me nts o n the anti-union platform . It sho uld 
he no ted that their congregatio n, like m ost Hamilto n churches , remained 
within the Presbyte rian fo ld and C alvin agreed in the end to co ntinue to 
wors hi p with his s iblings in the histo ri c fam ily pew at MacNab Street 

C hurch. 

So me wou ld s;1y that Mary McQuesten was a product of her times, not 
al o ne in suppo rt ing worthy causes and being a pi o nee r, espec ially in 
W o m e n's Miss io nary c irc les . Yet in many ways, she stood we ll ahead of most 
wome n in he r d ay. Recognitio n is ex te nded to thi s able matri arch , a widow 
of forty-s ix yea rs, for he r pe rspicac ity a nd her steadfastness in the midst of 
ad ve rs ity. Fa ith fulness to he r Savio ur a nd to the high ca ll ing as His se rva nt 
was upperm ost in a ll that she sa id and did. 

Many might e nvy he r early marri ed li fe among the first fa mili es of 
Hamilton; few wou ld he able to face the ge ntee l poverty of he r widowhood 
and the privati o ns suffe red with he r sm,dl childre n. The Bible was the lamp 
to he r fee t and the li ght to he r path, as she struggled with the respo nsibilities 
,111d poss ihilities that crossed he r path . Her li fe span covered the emergence 
of women as an influ ential force in Ca nada. Today, he r lov ingly preserved 
Whitehern h,1s bee n d eed ed to the c ity o f Hamilto n as a muse um . It is o pen 
to th e puhli c as a symbo l of a pi o nee r urba n fan, ily who co ntributed in no 
s m ,dl m easu re to the greatness of C anada . 
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CC1thie Nicol./ 
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Yfatherine (Cathie) ~ derson Q/((con 

hy DAV[[) R. V IN CENT 

ACCO RDIN (:; TO A C HIN ESE PROVE RR "the jo urney of a 

tho usa nd miles begins with a single step." For Ca thie Nico ll that 

single step was th e dec is io n to leave C hina for C anada at the age o f 
e ightee n a nd within the year to acce pt the pos itio n of Secretary to the 
fl edgli ng stude nt move me nt known as Inte r-Va rsity C hri stian Fe ll owship 

(IVC F). This moveme nt wo uld become the ve hicle fo r five decades o f 
ministry a mo ng stude nts in high-schools, unive rsities and schools of 
nurs ing, as we ll as ,it summer camps. From a ll across Ca nada and fro m 
places a ro und the wo rld Ca thi e co ntinu es to hear fro m many o f her fo rmer 
stud e n ts, so metim es fro m three ge nera tio ns of the sa me fam ily. In her 
ninety-first yea r C athi e is a member o f G race Presbyteri an C hurch, C alg,iry, 

and res ides in Trinity Lodge, wh ere she sti ll bids Rib le studi es. 

Cathi e was ho rn in C hina and was the eldest of fo ur daughters of 
Scotti sh miss io nary p,irents, George Nico ll and Rachel Anderson. Cathie's 

fa th er had le ft Scotland fo r C hina in 187 5 and was ass igned to the great 
weste rn province o f S ichu ,1n by pio neer miss io nary Hudson Taylo r of the 
C hina Inl a nd Mi ss io n . Her mo th er trnve ll ed o ut later fro m G lasgow to 

C hina to marry her fat he r. Ca thi e had a very happy childhood in C hina. 
Des pite her father's busy schedule ,md the demands o n her mother o f 

managing th e ho useho ld , both parents were atte ntive to Cathi e and her 
s iste rs a nd hoth li ved o ut the ir fa ith inside and o utside the ho me. The 
Sc riptures, espec ia lly the Psalms, we re read dail y, and hymns and cho ruses 

we re sung. Memory wo rk was encouraged a nd the fo undatio ns fo r a li feti me 

of sh,1ring he r love of Scripture and the great hymns of fa ith we re being 
crea ted in Cathi e's mind a nd sp irit. 

A lo ngs id e the nurture o f ho me, schoo l w;1s a fo nT1 ,1tive ex peri ence fo r 
Cathi e. She atte nd ed the we ll-regarded C hdt)O School. Her teache rs we re 
gene ra ll y yo unge r grad uates of Rriti sh uni ve rs ities who ca me to C hina ;1s 

m iss iona ri es. Th is high school experi ence was inte ll ectua lly st imulating even 
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<1s it provided a setting where her leadership skill s, a lready in ev ide nce ac 

ho me, were give n o ppo rtunity ro fl o uri sh in ,irc,1s ,is di ve rse as dran1a, 

singing, reading and spo rts. The fa ith first shared in her fam il y was givei1 

depth und er the supervision o f th is fin e staff 

Upon successfu lly completing high school C athie was ready for the next 

step. She w,1s <1ttractcd tu C <1nada, whi ch she saw as a young country where sh.: 

cou ld be se lf-sufficient in plan ning for a caree r as a teacher. At age e ightee n she 

left famil y and fri ends and set out for Ca nad,1, arr iving first in Vancouver 

before travelling o n to Toronto . C ath ie was armed with a firm be li ef in Go I, 

an inquiring mind and a determined spirit. She wou ld soon need a ll of these 

as she discovered that she was unable to begin teacher tra ining through 

No rmal School as she lacked Ca nadi an hi sto ry ,md business. 

So C athie went back to high s:hoo l, this time to a To ro nto school of 1,800 
students of many ethnic backgrounds. It was a cu lture shock for both athi e 

and her fe ll ow-students. C hcfoo School in C hina was an all -girl s school o f 100 

students, and bes ides her matriculati o n ce rtifi cate C athie had also acqu ired 

the school's d istinctive accent! Despite its struggles and ch,dlenges ath ie 

recognizes the benefits o f thi s experience . he develo ped some business skill ~ 

which seemed necessary fo r someo ne ,1bo ut to be offe red ,\ positio n as ,1 
secreta ry; she greatly admired her teachers and she experienced Ca nad ian 

high-school students first-hand, a community o f you ng people that in rime 

wou ld draw C athi e o ut o f the offi ce and into the ir lives. 

Ca thi e's first and o n ly employment was with the lnte r-V,irsity C hri stian 

Fe ll owship. The first meetings am o ng uni ve rsity stud e nts h ,1d begun in 

Kingsto n, O nta ri o , in 1929. The fo ll ow ing yea r the Rev. Noel P,d mc r, first 

C anad ian Director o f the IVCF, invited C athi e to beco me its sec retary. T he 

org,m ization was sma ll with few resources and Cathi e was soo n given 

o pportunity for leadership. She began to vis it high schoo ls in the To ronto 

and Hami lto n arc,1, suppo rting ex isting C hri sti ,m fe ll ows h ip gro ups, or 

st,lrting o th ers at th e requ est of a teacher o r stude nts. In tim e th ese groups 

were known as Inte r-Schoo l C hri stian Fe ll owship or ISC F clubs. 

T he has ic phi losophy of IVC F and ISC F was th .it these C hri st ian clubs 

were to lie student-led, so Cathie began to gather the pres ide nts of th e 

fe ll ows h ip clubs for regul.1r tim es of devot ions ,rnd praye rs. In thi s way they 

we re supported ,md encouraged as le;1de rs ,rnd they in turn ofte n led th e ir 

86 



in d ividu a l clubs into amaz ing miss io n act ivit ies , ,ind together they hosted 
To ro nto-wide ISCF ralli es. At o ne point forty of these Junior Executives, as 
they were ca ll ed, met regularl y with Cathi e in Kn ox C hurch Ho use on 
Spadin a Avenue. From the o utse t Cathie was im pressed by the faith, the 
vis io n ,md the se nse of fun o f these committed leaders. At o ne high school's 
evange li stic miss io n, Cathie was advertised as the C:, uest Spea ker with the 
banne r, "Come n ut and get your N ico li 's worth!" 

In those ea rl y yea rs Ca thie was active not o n ly with high school clubs but 
a lso among university stude nts. Whi le the cl ubs were sti ll few in number 
Ca thi e invested as much ti me as poss ib le with the student leaders. Summer 
ca mping was her nex t cha ll e nge. Despite littl e pe rsona l ca mping exper ience 
she di scove red the op po rtuniti es for C hristia n witness to young peop le 
thro ugh th e boys' c.1mping progrn1T1m c that begun in 1929. Just two yea rs 
after coming o n staff Ca th ie helped to o rgani ze the O nta rio Pionee r G irl s 
Ca mp in the Musko ka area, no r th of Toronto . 

i-:o r the nex t fifty yea rs Ca thi e remained active in ca mping. Her visio n 
and love for thi s m inistry, when co mbined with her experi ence, led to the 
c reati o n of Pio nee r G irl s a mps in O ntari o and a lso in Bri ti sh o lum bia 
a nd A lbe rta. Each ca mp had its own particular characte r, a ltho ugh the 
und e rl ying ca ,nping phi losophy was the sa me. While Ontar io Pio nee r 
C amps spec iali zed in o ut-tripping, "Pi o nee r Pacific" with its wo nderful 
h:1rbo ur o n T heti s Isla nd o ffe red sa ili ng, canoe ing and kayak ing. Alberrn 's 
two ca mps, in the fcmthill s o f the Rocki es , a rc appropriate ly named "Pio nee r 
Ran ch C 1mps. " C athi e be li eved wh o le hearted ly in the ca mping ministry of 
Inte r-Vars ity. She rec ruited leaders, (many of whom h,1d come to fa ith 
th e mse lves at camp), suppo rted the m in the ir responsib ili ties, and led them 
hy ex,1mple to offe r the ir campers a n expe ri ence that was fun-fill ed, 
re lat io nship-based , ye t ch:11lcnging in ski ll deve lo pm ent. Through a ll of these 
act ivit ies the C hristian characte r a nd faith of her leaders was shared. 

C athi e's t r,1wls across Ca nada to work with students in high schools, 
uni ve rsiti es, schools of nurs ing and summer ca mps read like the Apostle 
Paul 's miss io nary jo urneys. In the ea rli est days of the ln te r-V,1rsity movement 
the re were ve ry few staff ,md o fte n C,1thie wo rked alone. Afte r seve n years in 
O ntari o C 1thic set o ut for W inni peg. Three yea rs later she moved in to 

askatchewan and the n A lberta, be fo re returning to O ntario in 1942. A yea r 
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late r C athie was in the Maritimes and in 1944 made th e first o f two vis its t(1 

co nsolidate wo rk in Vancouve r and surround in,~ a rea, At the co nclus io n of 

her second ass ignm ent to Vanco uver, fro m 195 1 to 1956, while she was th <-' 

o n ly staff mem ber in the city and surrou nd ing area, bes id es o pening Pio nee r 

Pac ific Ca mp, Ca thie was suppo rting thir ty-three high school clubs, si:i< 

Nursing C hristian Fell owships, ,rnd the IVC F gro u p at the U nive rsity o f 

Rrit ish Columbia (U BC )1 

Hi ldy Leverto n, an cider in First C hurch, Winnipeg, rem embe rs th os<-' 

days. She had gone to Vancouve r in the fa ll o f 1953 fo r post-gradu ate worl< 

in nursing. So me of Hi ldy's classmates invited he r to attend a Sunday 

afternoo n Bible Study at UBC. H ildy di scove red to her great delight that thi :; 

we ll-atte nded eve nt was conducted by C athie Ni co ll , staff m embe r witl1 

Inte r-Varsity C hr istian Fe ll owship, They soon beca me friend s and C ath i<-' 

invited Hi ldy to wo rk with her the fo llowing summer as a sect io nal d irecto r 

at O nta ri o Pio nee r Ca mp. Two yea rs later H ildy ca me o n Inte r-Varsity staff 

to wo rk with the Nurses C hristian Fe llowships across Weste rn C,1nada . 

Meanwhi le C athie's student groups in Va ncouve r had bee n pray ing that 

Ca thie wo uld return fro m the Weste rn Staff C onference in the fall of 1957 

with ,in ass ista nt to help with the grow ing work in the Vancouve r area. Hi ld y 

was to become th at answer to praye r. She m oved to Vancouve r, lived with 

C athi e and "rece ived train ing fo r the rest of my caree r." The de mand fro n1 

high schools in Vancouver and the Frase r Va ll ey to suppo rt o r beg in ISCF 

clubs was enormo us. In fo ur ye:irs the number of ISCF clubs grew fron1 

thirty-three to sixty-three! Those fo ur yea rs with C athie had a profo und 

influence o n Hi ldy's life as she we nt o n to beco me the G irls Ca mp Direc tor 

at the Manitoba Pionee r Ca mr and th e staff worke r fo r ISCF in W innipeg 

fo r the nex t twenty-five years. And H ildy is o nl y o ne of many whom Cathi e 

mento red in a simi la r way. 

Tho ugh in the first two decades o f her IVC F ministry C athie trave lled 

to many places within C anada, she was able to put down roots fo r sew n tee n 

yea rs in Va ncouver ( 195 1-1968) fo llowed liy e ighteen years in A lbe rt:1 o n th e 

U ni ve rsity of Ca lga ry campu s, retiring in 198 1.Ca thi e a lso visited Jama ica o n 

fo ur occas io ns, beginning with a three mo n th st.1y in 1948, work ing w ith 

stud e nts , facu lty and fri e nd s to es tabli sh th e ir S tud e nt C hri sti an 

f e llows hips. Cathi e's practical leade rship was dee p ly va lued in th ose 
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"pi o nee ring d ays" hut so too was her exa mple "of what a C hri stian and a staff 
wo rker sho uld be like: close to the Lord, easy to ta lk to and share with, 
skill ful at leading Bible Studi es, full of li fe and vita li ty, fun to be with, deeply 
spiritual , but no t in a ny way off-pu ttingly pi o us. " 

Ca nadia n stud ents have been drawn to these ve ry qua li ti es whereve r she 
has se rved in Ca nad a. Her par ti cula r gift of iden t ifying, supporting and 
tra ining young people to give leade rshi p to o ther young people in C hri sti an 
c lubs in the ir high schools, uni ve rsities and schools of nursing as wel l as in 
summe r camps, h,1s had a profo u nd effec t o n the spiritual li fe o f C anadi an 
yo uth fo r ove r ha lf a ce ntur y. It was fo r thi s life-time of remarkable 
co mmitme n t to yo ung people that the Government o f Ca nad a ho no ured 
C athi e by awa rding her the O rder o f Ca nad a in 1987. 

The 're,1ch' of Ca thie's ministry to young people is stagge ring! Rut what 
was her app roach to the m? Fro m the very o utset she was committed to 
deve lo ping lead ers. That her pe rsonal approach was a lso the dec lared thrust 
o f Inte r-Vars ity's ministry with stude nts p roved to be of eno rm o us benefit to 
thi s stude nt m ove me n t. Cathie encouraged and chall enged students to 
deve lo p the ir po te n t ia l, to exe rc ise the ir gifts, to a im high, to ri sk. She ca me 
a lo ngs id e, she spo ke whe n absolutely necessa ry and li stened a lways . Above 
a ll C athi e led by ex,1mplc. She illustrated in her own life the essential 
qua liti es a nd cha racter isti cs of a leader and those who worked alo ngside her 
o n Gtmpu s or in ca mps knew that C athie's leader was C hr ist. 

Three 'l oves' inte rsected th ro ugho ut Cathie's li fe and work with lnte r­
Vars ity. Th e first was her pe rsonal fa ith in Cod , severe ly tested in the ve ry 
earl y d ays with IVCF. From that time of 'shaking the fo und atio ns' Ca thie's 
fa ith h ,1s retained a fres hn ess and a fl ex ibili ty bo rn o f a tho ughtful ,rnd 
p raye rful love of C hri st - hi s ca ll to he r to wo rk with students and the 
aw,1 rc ness o f hi s a hiding love fo r he r. Th is is a t the hca rt of C athi e's spiritual 
res ilie ncy which to thi s d ay is joyful , hum ble a nd giving. 

Th e seco nd o f he r three 'loves' is he r ge nuine love o f yo ung people. A 
lo ng-tim e assoc iate of Ca thi e's in In ter-Va rsity h,1s remarked that Ca thi e 
loves yo ung people and they know they arc loved . Such love to students in 
hig h schools, unive rsit ies, schools of nursing and summer ca mps h;is bee n 
re turned in innumera ble ways. Express io ns of gratitude and apprec iatio n 
co me fro m ma ny who have bee n in troduced to a living fa ith in C hri st 
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through her ministry, from those whose hor izons of the C hri stian li fe have 

been expanded by C athie's th o ughtful and compass io nate fa ith expos iti o n s. 

The same fee li ngs have co me fro m those with wh o m C,1thic has spe nt 

countless ho urs re-thinking faith's fo und atio ns, explo ring the C hri st ian Way 

in the face o f cultural, inte ll ectu al and personal challe nges. Fo r numero us 

o thers it was simply apprec iatio n fo r the shee r joy a nd fun of summ er camps, 

with C hr ist at the ce ntre of it a ll . 

The third 'love ' is C athie's love of Scripture. "Ca n that wom,in ever 1T1,1kc 

the Bible come a li ve!" is the testimo ny of someo ne who attend ed C athi e 's 

Bible Studi es at G race C hurch , Ca lga ry, a number of yea rs ago, o ne am o ng 

many fro m va ri o us de no minati o ns who were draw n by her gift of free ing 

scripture to become a living wo rd. Scripture is 'a li ve ' to Ca thi e lK'cau se 

C hri st is 'ali ve ' in its stories and in her own li fe. Whether in a roo m fu ll of 

high school or university students, or with a group o f leade rs or in ;1n 

inducti ve Bihlc study in a local co ngregati o n, Ca thie's a live ness to the 

Scriptura l Stor y in her life is co mmuni cated to her li ste ners - its co lo ur, its 

drama, its people, its C hri st, its reali sti c re leva nce to the ir li ves. And not 

o nl y to th ose with a measure of biblical lite racy. 

As o ne o f C athie's fri e nds has acknowlcdged,"C ath ie has thi s life-lo ng 

gift of being able to teach Scripture in a w;1y that peop le who have neve r re;1d 

it befo re o r arc ·ompletely ignora nt of it, can ge t ho ld o f it and hegin to 

think through it in a way they neve r have before." Ca thie's love o f Scr ipture 

was nurtured in her ho me. She did not atte nd any theologic d se min a ry o r 

Bible College , hut deve lo ped he r own way of praye rfu ll y inte ract ing with the 

text, jo tting d ow n o bse rvations, tho ughts ,ind ,1ppl ica tio ns as they occur to 

her. Then with her command of langu,1gc , he r underst;1nding of the hum an 

co nditio n, he r convictio n of the truth of the C hri stian message , a lo ng with 

her characte ri sti c story-te ll ing, she takes her listeners o n a jo urney to the 

heart of C hri st, present ,111d real. 

Whereve r C athie has worked and li ved she has bee n active in a loci! 

congrega ti o n . Her church ho me for ma ny yea rs has bee n lJ race Presbyte rian 

C hurch, C algary, eve n whe n she 'winte red ' with the Ang li cans in Vanco uw r! 

Ca thi e has greatly va lued the min istry uf the C race co ngregati o n to he r, in 

the ir praye rful support, in personal fri e ndships, in the ir conce rn and 

p racti ca l pasto ral ca re a nd in the invitatio n to share her beloved Scriptures 
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with rlw m . Cathi l' has been blessed by l1 race's Ministers of Word and 
Sacrament thniugh the yea rs - the Rev. Dr. Murd o Nicolso n, the Rev. J,Kk 
Stewart, th e Re\'. Joh n Fraser and her current ministe r, the Rev. Victor Kim. 
The co ngregati o n in turn is grateful for the p rese nce of C athie Nicoll in 

their mid st and recogni zes that in congrega tio ns a ll across ou r deno minatio n 
persons of all ages li \'l' out their faith, a faith that at o ne tim e was touched 
in high school, unive rsity, school uf nursing or summer ca mp by C athi e 
N icoli's love for them in C hri st's Na nw. 

FURTHER READING 

Stories of onr Becoming, (fl'aturing Cathie Nicoll. Hosted by Maxine Hancock), 
Windho rne Produ cti o ns, V.mcouvl'r, RC, 1994. 
C ithi e Nico ll , This Ma y Be Yo11.r Life's Work. (Video on leadership) 
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Lamer Pe/ru11 

92 



by CEOFFR EY D. JO HNSTON 

LAURA K. PELTON WAS BORN IN PRESCOTT, NTAR IO, in 
1893, hut grew up in Montreal, the daughter of J.Ci. Pelto n , a 
promine nt Presbyterian layman in the yea rs following 1925. After 

g raduating from McC ill U ni ve rsity she worked fo r the Student C hristi,111 
Move me nt and jo ined the sniff of the Wo me n's Miss ionary Society in 
October 1925, as Field Secreta ry, working prim arily in the West. The first 
yea rs of he r se rvice with the Soc iety were li ved in ra il way trains, ho tel s and 
people's guest rooms, encouraging groups where she fo und them, and 
starting new o nes where she did not. 

Pelton was ve ry impressed with the women she met in the West, and 
those who knew he r grea tly apprec iated her end less trave ll ing. 

When I reca ll the hero ism, the sac rifi ce , the fa ith of those Mino rity 
C ro ups I cannot hut fee l and se nse the spirit of the covc nanters revived. 
In eastern citi es we know nothing of sac rifi ce as compared with some of 
those small p laces o ut here. 
Miss Pelto n entered thi s work in 1925 a nd thereafter gave her best to the 

upbui lding of the C hurch and WMS, and he r bes t was no mea n 
co ntributi o n as those who heard her messages a nd were moved by her 
inspired utte rances know. 

Laura 's first love was always work with young adults. Refe rences to work 
with young wo me n appe,H as ea rl y as 1927, and in 1932 she set off fo r the 
W est to give a se ri es of lectures o n leadership to young women. This was 
pretty bas ic work, having to do with the organi za tio n of meetings and 
preparati o n of studies. She was read y to dea l with nuts-a nd-bolts issues when 
she had to, hut she was eve n more at ho me with issues o f the faith . In 1932 
the Soc iety ran a d eficit of ove r $ 10,000 o n a budget of just over $200,000. 
The shortfa ll was e ntirely due to a drop in givings fro1T1 the me mbers. Pelto n 
cackled the issue in her usual no no nsense sty le . 

Young wome n what is your meas ure? Yo u ca n choose between the 
measure of natu ral inclin ,1tion, whi ch wou ld be to go to the movies as a 
break from a hard day ,it work or at ho me. O r you ca n choose the 
measu re o f stewa rdship. People ,\IT entitl ed to rccr at io n, but God's 
work is not to be poked in here and there. Two ho urs are two hours, no 
mo re, no less, whether they be spe nt a t a hockey match, in a theatre, at 
a par ty o r at a miss io nary mee ting. Stewa rdship measures o ut in acco rd 
with Cod's pu rpose rather than o ur inclinati o n . 
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There was littl e of the mysti c in Laura Pe lton. Fur he r t he faith was nor 

so much a m,itte r of fee ling as of will. Re lig ion is pre-emine ntly a m;1ttcr o f 

the will. O ne's very hcli e f is in separable fro m one's will to believe. A lways we 

sec the will invo lved in the relat io nship betwee n C hri sr ,tnd hi s di sc iples. In 

ill ustratio n o f thi s, the attitude of th e Ri ch Yo ung Ruler was c ited . Re li g io n 

was not a rc,tli ty to him hec1use it had no t touched hi s will. It was nm 

se ntiment wh ich took Jesus to th e cross; it was the will o f In finite Love . 

Laura was not always so hard boiled . In a meditatio n o n Mi cah's f:1rnou s 

question , "What d ocs the Lord require o f yo u , hut to d o justly, to love m ercy 

,tnd to wa lk humbly with yo ur God 7" She skipped lightl y ove r the first two. 

Justice and mercy got short shrifr in that a rti cle, beca use sh e wa nted to ta lk 

aho ut humility. 

ll lumi lity J is to graduall y recogni ze C,od as the beg inning, ce nte r, a nd 

end of life . It is to trace o ur victori es and successes to the ir leg itimate 

so urce - God and, hav ing traced them the re , to remove th e eve r-prese nt 

temptation of ego sati sfa ction. It is to sec in o ur failures and d efeats a 

lapse fro m hum il ity which preve nted ou r ava iling o urselves of Cod's 

he lp . 

Even the thought of Cod drove Lau ra to ta lk about victori es ,tnd d e feats. 

She w,1s an incorrigibl e d oer in a time wh en a g reat d ea l need ed to he d o n e. 

She devoted thirty-odd years of he r li fe to the WMS (WD). She was n o t 

afraid o f the mundane d eta il s that made the Soc iety work, but the WM S was 

neve r mo re than a mea ns to an e nd. In 1942 she argu ed that w hile Na zis m 

had to he d es troyed an A ll ied victo ry was no t th e e nd of the story. 

A new idea about the mea ning o f li fe must re place the o ne now he ld by 

milli o ns of people in Euro pe, Asia, yes, a nd even o n th is contine n t. 

They must come to know li fe as C hri st g ives it .... If we beli eve that 

the C hurch's witness is essential to a worth-whil e peace, if we rea li ze that 

o ur m iss io nary work has to d o with 'the things wh ich be lo ng to thy 

peace' the n we sh all meet thi s ho ur reso lved to m;1intain o ur work at its 

prese nt strength , and if poss ible, enl a rge it. 

Laura Pe lton was pass io nate ly d evoted to the ca use of miss io ns. As e;1rly 

;1s 1932 she gave a se ri es of lectures o n miss io logy. S he bega n with an 

unusu: tl , hu t characteri sti c tex t, "H e that hc li evcth o n me, the works t·hat I 

d o shall he do also, ,tnd greate r works than these sh,tll he d o ; beca use I _go 

unto my Father." Uo hn 14: 12) No rm a ll y a po puLir se ri es of lectures o n 

miss io ns would hcg in with the C rear Commiss ion, (M ,ttthcw 28 : 19-20), hut 

not the se ri es Laura Pe lton gave . She hcgan w ith works, and asked what 

works Jesus did . "Jesus went ahout al l the c iti es a nd vil lages, teaching in the ir 

synagogues and prc,1cl1ing the gos pe l o ( the kingd om and heal ing eve ry 

sickness and di sease amo ng the people." (Matthew 4: 23 ). 
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This tex t o pe ned the way for a di scuss ion of the three standard parts o f 
mi ss io nary work in he r day, eduG1ti o n , medi c ine and evange li sm. 
Miss io naries freque ntly waffled about schools and hospita ls, usually a rguing 
that they were handm a ids to ev,111gcl ism , but sometimes defe nding them ,is 
worthy in the ir own right. Pelto n showed no such ambiva lence; she did not 
d e nigrate the evangeli sti c functi o n, but she a lso insisted o n the intrinsic 
va lue of western learning a nd med icine. Th ose who were sick needed a 
phys ic ian; those who were trap ped in superstit io n needed the clear light of 
weste rn reaso n. Pelto n's miss io lo1-,ry was class ic Presbyte riani sm. 

Througho ut the controversies o f the twenti eth ce ntury the church 
managed to stee r a TT1icld le , pe rhaps slightly right of ce ntre course , ne ithe r 
fundam e nta list no r m odern ist. In miss io logy that debate divided those who 
saw miss io n as eva ngelism, and those who were mo re inte rested in bui ld ing 
the k ingdom o f Gml o n earth . Pelto n managed to keep a foot in both ca mps. 
Miss io n had to d o with both conversion and the Kingdom. 

Pe lto n 's yea rs as a miss io n executive were years o f s ignifi cant change in 
the miss io nary m ovem ent. It had begun as a n individua l, a lmost qu ixot ic, 
e nte rpr ise but m oved o n fa irly qui ckly to be pa rt o f d eno m inatio nal li fe. 
Coopenition between missio n agencies was prese nt fro m the beginning, and 
re,1ched a major turning point at the Edinburgh Con fe rence of 1910. But 
cooperatio n did not begin to impinge o n the dai ly o peratio ns of the WM S 
unti l the Second Wo rld War. Un ti l then, as Pe lton obse rved, miss io n was a 
matte r of o ur miss ionari es ,tnd thei r work. But miss io n in the new day was 
m o re complicated. 

O n the o ne hand it beca me institutio nalized . Pelto n was a key fi gure in 
the fo rmati o n and ea rly years o f the Divisio n of Overseas Miss io ns o f the 
Ca nadian School of Missio ns. The DO M was a kind of profess io nal 
assoc iatio n of m iss io n executives, a place where they cou ld share ideas and 
resources. Such cooperati o n was esse ntial, but it w,1s rather impersonal. 
Did the wo rk of the mobile c lini cs in a traditi o nal Presbyter ian place like the 
Bhil fi e ld in Ind ia have a more "vita l and persona l mean ing to us" than 
train ing nurses at the C hri st ian Medica l o ll ege in Vel lo re, a n ecum enica l 
institution mi les ,1way in southern India? The answer was probably yes , but 
Pelto n was a rguing that it sho u ld be no. The church needed ,1 little more 
C hri stian imaginati o n . 

The modlls operandi of ove rseas miss io ns might be changing but the 
co ntext remain ed eq ua ll y diffi cult. Pe lto n had jo ined the WM S o n the eve 
o f the ( h eat Depress ion and le ft in the midd le o f the Cold War. The A ll ied 
victo ry in 1945 see med to have created as many problems as it so lved. In the 
summ er of 195 2 Pe lto n was o ne of the Ca nad ia n delega tes to a meeting of 
th e Inte rnati o na l Miss io nary Co uncil he ld in W illi ngen, Germany. Most of 
her d esc ripti o n o f the mee ting cove red the fam iliar ground of the fifties , the 
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mistakes of the o ld mi ss io nary move ment and th e ,1ccepted way ,d1ead. Rut 
she concluded o n a note of confid ent unce rtainty, typical of the tim es as wel l 
as Laura Pe lto n . 

. . . we are ca ll ed today to procla im the message of God's fo rgive ness am.i 
red emptio n in Jesus C hri st with no p ro ps to susta in us and no posts t,) 
gu ide us o the r than o ur sure ho pe and confid ence in the sovere ignty of 
God and the u lti 1rn1te victo ry of Jes us C hr ist . ... 
Laura Pelto n did no t actua ll y visit an ove rseas fi e ld until she went t() 

U uya na in 1947. Her letters ahout those vi s its show a kinde r, ge ntle r Laur;1 
Pelto n , quire diffe rent fro m the tough, leathe ry, task-o ri ented miss io rrnr 'y 
burea ucrat that her writing usua ll y revea led. To begin with she wa~ 
tremendo usly taken hy the people she met, whethe r in G uyana, N ige ria 0 1-

in Asia. The wo ma n who impressed he r most was Tayal, an abo rigine, ir\ 
Ta iwan. 

Like a ll Ta iw,rnese marri ed wo men at that tim e, Tay.d's fa ce was heavi ly 
tattooed. "The great dark marks wo u ld have marred an o rdinary face, but 
thi s wo man's was no o rdinary fa ce. O n the contnry it was o ne o f th e m os t 
ex trao rdina ry we had eve r looked upo n ." Pe lto n saw a good dea l of thi ~ 
wo man, a co nve rt o f but two years, beca use she shared a roo m with he r and 
a C hin ese lady fo r the nex t two days. Th e climax cam e whe n he r new fr ie nd 
spo ke in the chu rch at S in Tek. 

Her fa ce r,1d ia nt with a message she was burning to g ive, she m oved he1· 
shapely ha nds with a grace worthy of a quee n, wh il e he r we ll-m odu h tcd 
vo ice carried in its vari ed to nes and vigorous infl ect io ns the ce rtainty o f 
,\ triumphant faith. 
Second ly, Laura was tremend o usly impressed with As ia . The first As ian 

trip was a lo ng o ne, six mo nths o n the rm1d in 1948- 1949. In Japa n the 
Ko reans we re p icking up the pi eces afte r the war, hut in Ta iwa n thing~ 
seem ed to be brea king o pen . 

Reauti fu l, wo nde rfu l land of Taiwan ripe unto th e ha rvest for th e 
message o f God's love . Doors wide o pen - the hinges a rc o ff. Th is is rh e 
ho ur fo r th e Preshytc r i,rn C hurch o f Ta iwan .... 
Rut it was India th,1r re,d ly took La u r,1 aback. She was the re th1-cL' 

mo nths, and the visit precipitated "o ne of the most d isturbing em o ti o n ,11 
upheava ls" she h:1d eve r ex per ie nced . Wha t struck he r fi rst we re rhc 
co ntrasts . 

. ,\ land o f exorbitant we;d th ,md di stress ing pove rty; of exquisite 
bea uty ,rnd d epress ing drahness ; of meti cul o us mora lity a nd sadde ning 
,trn o rali ty; o f po mp and glo ry ,rnd drabness and monotony; o f 
surpri sing cle,m li ness and sicke ning fi lth; . . of mod e rn ,ind ancie nr, 

new and o ld , a ll ex isting side hy s id e. 
But most peop le we re o n the wro ng s ide o f th · co ntrast. Li vin g a m o ng 
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people who were "but a c rumb a head of starvati o n," see ing the sick a nd 
c ri ppled eve ryw here, wa lking with wo m en "o ld befo re they had a n 
o ppo rtunity to be young" left he r "s icke ned ,ind sadd ened." Rut the re was 
m o re . 

. . . th e kn ow ledge that o ne is among a peop le who arc bo und and 
shackled by the chains o f a re lentless re ligio n . Let no o ne th ink that 
there is not something o f no bi li ty a nd gra ndeur in Hinduism . . .. 13 ut 
fo r the la rge pe rce ntage o f the masses , it is the superstiti o n, the fata li sm 
and hopelessness of Hinduism w hich is gove rning the ir thoughts and 
actio ns. 
S he did not think that C hrist ian ity a lo ne wo uld so lve India's problems, 

but she was quite sure that the so luti o n o f the econo mic and po litica l 
d ifficul t ies of the day apa rt from the gospe l wo uld not bring a li fe abunda nt. 
A ltho ugh Pclton 's first-hand experi en ce of the wo rld beyo nd Ca nada o nly 
began in the last te n yea rs of her time with the Society, she too k two 
impo rtant ini t iatives, o ne o f which is w ith us yet. Ea rly in the Pacifi c wa r, the 
WM S started a new project, cooperatio n with the C hurch of C hri st in 

hin a in Yunnan, o ne of the inter io r provinces o f C hina . Pelto n was a key 
figure in thi s ve nture whi ch un fo rtun ately ended sho rtly afte r the success of 
the C hinese Communists in 1949. 

The second initiative had to d o w ith Nige ri a. At Willingcn Lau ra bega n 
the conve rsatio ns wh ich led to the WM S dec isio n to se nd miss io nari es to 
the Scotti sh miss io n in South Eastern Nigeri a. At o ne po in t the Nige ri an 
work boasted o ne of the la rgest contingents o f C anad ian Presbyte ri an 
miss io nar ies, and the partne rship despite a sharply reduced staff is with us 
ye t. The Nige ri an ini t iative was the church's fi rst venture into Africa, but it 
was no t its last . 

Lau ra Pelton left th e Soc ie ty at the end of 1956, sho rtly afte r the 
partne rship in N ige ri a got under way, returning fo r a while to her first love, 
work a mo ng stude nts, befo re retiring in To ronto. She d ied in May 1977, at 
the age of 84. T he Presby terian Record d id no t m ark her pass ing, but the 
To ronto Star did . Those who knew her spea k often of a characte ri sti c which 
docs not appea r in her writing. She had ,1 fi ne se nse of hum o ur, and, 
acco rding to the Swr used to la rd he r speeches with jo kes. Her ab ili ty to 
laugh at he rse lf a nd w ith o th ers goes a lo ng way to explain the .iffcctio n that 
he r co ll eagues held fo r Laura Pel to n. 
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Yfharlotte Plioss, M.D. 

Pi o neer Phys icia n 

by JEAN C . C AMPR ELL 

CHARLO TTE ROSS, NEE WHITEHEAD, ca me as a child, ,1t first 
not to the vast hori zo ns o f th e :«est but to a very com fo rtable li fe 
in Mo ntrea l. C harlo tte ca me fro m Yo rkshire, England, together 

with parents and sib lings , by steam-ass isted sailing ship, to Rriti sh No rth 
Am eri ca in 1849. Her fathe r, Joseph Whitehead, was a partner in a fa mily­
owned who lesale provi s io n firm, White head and Ross , that "catered to the 
t,1stes and thirsts o f we ll-to-do Quebeckers, dea ling in do mesti c and 
impo rted bo ttl ed , canned a nd packaged foods and spirits." 

As well as ,rn o lder siste r, C harl otte had two brothers. Their mother died 
o f diphthe ri a at the age of thirty-seven , and with her a five-year o ld son who 
had bee n her fifth child. Three yea rs late r the ir fath er re-married. His second 
wife was Margaret Mc Do nald, sister o f Senator Do nald McDo na ld. They 
moved to C linto n, O ntari o , where Mr. Whitehead beca me the first Reeve. 
He became a wea lthy man through rai lway constructi o n a nd fo r severa l years 
he represe nted hi s di stri ct in O ttawa, as a member o f the O ppos itio n in Sir 
Jo hn A. Macdo nald's pre-Co nfederati o n coaliti o n government. 

In her tee ns C har lo tte was sent to be educa ted at the Co nve nt of the 
Sacred Heart in Mo ntrea l. Vo ice and pi ano , embro idery a nd needlework 
we re part o f her studi es, and she was awarded the medal fo r exce ll ence in 
Fre nch . In due course C hul otte married David Ross , partner in the famil y 
firm. She had a natural aptitud e for ca ring fo r people. At ,1 young age she 
had nursed and mothered her o lder s iste r Mary Anne, who was prone to 
respirato ry illness . 

Perha ps because o f thi s she bega n to show a keen interest in matters 
medi c,1I. A fa mily fr ie nd was Dr. Willi am Hales Hingston , pro minent 
Mo ntrea l surgeon , a fo under o f the C anadian Medica l Associati o n a nd later 
Mayo r o f Mo ntreal. C harlo tte had many di scuss io ns with Dr. Hings to n and 
borrowed medica l hooks fro m him . 
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In the spring o f 1869, her sister Mary Anne - by then m arri ed w ith two 

children and li ving in C linto n - becam e ill. Leav ing he r husba nd and school­

age daughter at ho me, C harl o tte took the ir two younge r girl s a nd we nt to 

C lin to n . Th ey stayed at he r fath e r's ho me, whe re he r stepm o th e r looked 

afte r the littl e g irls. C harl o tte spent he r tim e nurs ing Mary A nn e. H er s iste r's 

physic ian was impressed by C ha rl o tte's knowledge o f medi cin e. He heard he r 

express the d es ire to beco me ,1 d octor. Nowhe re in C anada , ;1t th ,1t tim e, 

we re wo men admitted to the stud y of medic ine. Whil e no t be littling he r 

des ire, her d octo r sugges ted tha t she ente r the nursing fi e ld instead. He was, 

howeve r, willing to loa n he r medi ca l tex ts. 

Then a ve ry fo rtuito us m eeting took p lace . O n a street in C li nto n 

C ha rl o tte encountered an o ld fri end, Marga ret Hale. Margaret's m o th e r-in­

law was o n a visit fro m Philade lphi a . Tha t lady, Sa rah Hale, t he first wo man 

edito r of a majo r Ameri ca n 1m1gaz ine Gocley's Ladies Book, was a co ntrove rsia l 

fi gure, an ecce ntri c to fem ini sts, a radi ca l to tradit io na li sts . She o pposed 

giving wo men the vote o n the grounds "th at they were above anything as base 

as po li ti cs ." Whi le she "he ld the sa ncti ty of the fa m il y as invio late, " she 

be li eved in the "right o f wo men, single o r marri ed, to a ca ree r." S he had 

he lped to found Vassa r College fo r Wo men in Po ughkee psie, New York . In 

meeting Sarah Hale, C harl o tte fo und no t o n ly a li stening ca r, but eve ry 

encourageme nt to pursue he r drea m o f becoming a d octor. 

As a result o f th is new-found fri endship , C ha rl o tte sent he r appli catio n 

fo r admiss io n to the o ld est wo m en's medi ca l school in th e wo rld - the 

W o m en's Medi ca l Coll ege o f Pe nn sylvani a , in Phil ad e lphi ,1. It was 

acco mpanied by a testim o ni a l fro m Dr. Do nald A lexa nder Hingston of 

Mo ntrea l. Fi ve yea rs afte r e nte ring the school in th e fo ll o f 1870, a nd having 

added furth e r to he r fa mi ly, C harl otte rece ived he r d egree. O pposed by he r 

fath er, but suppo rted hy he r hush,rnd , C h,1rlo tte h:1d mad e he r ho rn e-away­

fro m-ho me with two Q uaker ladi es , siste rs, aunts in th e fa mil y of he r 

stepm other. C ha rl o tte return ed to C linto n each year fo r summe r bre,1ks, hut 

during the yea rs of he r stud ies she su ffe red a misca rri age , necess ita ting som e 

tim e ,1w,1y fro m stud y. Befo re he r graduati o n , howeve r, she added stil l 

ano the r haliy to her fa mil y. Fin a ll y, returning ho me to Mo ntre il to st:1y, her 

batt les we re abo u t to beg in . 
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As wome n docto rs we re not rece ived in C anada, C harlotte had to 
practi se witho ut ,1 li ce nce. She posted a sign o n her ho use - "C harlo tte Ross 
M.D., Physician and Accouche ur;" the latter signi fy ing "obstetri ci,111 .11 In the 
face of oppos iti o n ,in d harass ment of a ll kind s from the medi ca l 
es t,1blishm ent, she managed to become a va lued doctor to wo men, especially 
those in child b irth, a nd to children . Dr. Hi ngston, by then Mayor and C hief 
M,1gistrate of Mo ntreal, gave her wh,1t protecti o n he co uld, but the Ross 
fa mi ly left the city and the p rov ince for another reason. 

The sa me week in 1870 when C harlotte rece ived her accepta nce to 
med ical school in Philadelphia, Rupert's Lind was renamed Man itoba and 
becam e Ca rn1da's fifth province. A · a co nditio n of British Columbia becoming 
the sixth province, S ir John A. Macdo nald had prom ised a transcontinental 
C anadian rai lway. In 187 1 Joseph Whitehead, C harlotte's fa ther, decided not 
to seek re-e lectio n to Parliame nt, but to go back to "what I do best - building 
ra ilways." His son-in-law, C harlotte's husband, left the provision business to 
jo in him . Joseph's constructi o n headqua rters for the new rai lway were "a 
cluster of tents nea r St. Bo niface o n the Red River. " In the summer of 1875 
Joseph had invited hi s wife, his daughter and her e ldest daughter, then I , to 
visit the ca mp. C harl o tte and David by then had a fo urth daughter and a baby 
son. During the br ief summer vis it, C harl otte explored the area, cross ing the 
Red River to Winnipeg by cable ferry and visiting the fl edgling St. Boni face 
Hospita l. Her kn owledge o f Fre nch a ll owed di scuss io n with its fo unders, the 
S isters of C har ity, known as the G rey Nuns. 

In Mo ntrea l C harlotte's practi ce had bee n o n the rise, to the ange r o f male 
doctors . During her summer abse nce there had been anti-vaccinatio n riots and 
o pen , even vio le nt, o ppos itio n to her fri end Dr. H ingston 's medica l and civic 
author ity. Having bee n harassed since her first pu bli c offer of medica l service, 
C harl o tte was now physica lly threate ned . Her husband had already made the 
dec isio n to jo in her fathe r in business, and was absent much of the time due 
to constructio n wo rk o n the ra ilway, so C harlotte made the decisio n to leave 
Mo ntrea l for good . She and the children moved to C linto n, O ntario, to live 
in her fath er's ho me. Beca use her fath er and her husband , David , were both 
abse nt in Manitoba most of the t ime, C harl otte undertook to care for her 
stepmother, whose hea lth was fa iling rapid ly, a nd after her death Joseph 
Whitehead bought a house in Winnipeg and moved there permanen tly. 
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David Ross had begun buying timber ri ghts in the va ll ey of the 

Wh itcmouth Rive r nea r hi s fath e r-in-law's construction camp. H e bu il t a 

sawmi ll ,me.I the n a home for hi s fam il y in the small , primitive settlem e nt o f 

Whitemouth . In the su mm er of 1880, C harl o tte ;1nd th e childre n le ft 

C li nto n fo r Winnipeg, where they li ved in her fathe r's home until the ir ow n 

was ready. The ne ighbo urs we re thri ll ed to find a woman d octor because 

there was none li ce nsed in M,ini toha, a ltho ugh the re were wo me n pract ising 

a va ri ety o f medica l se rvices , among them compete nt midw ives as we ll as 

he rba li sts and mysti cs , most with o ut any fo rm a l stud y whatsoeve r. 

C harl o tte's se rvi ·cs were frequ ently ca ll ed upo n. 

In June 188 1 the Ross fami ly moved to Whitem o uth, trave lli ng with all 

the ir belo ngings on two flatca rs. fa ste ned d own o n the first were a two-horse 

c 1rr iage, a pian o :tnd m uch furn iture. On the front e nd of rhe seco nd we re 

boxes and harrcl s of s il ve r, china, linens and other ho use ho ld good s. Be hind 

these , passe nge r scats were bo lted to the deck o f the c tr, for the fam il y. W h;1t 

a sight it must have hec n! C harlotte was go ing to a way of life she h,1d neve r 

hefo re experi e nced and she was about to g ive birth to her sixth child 1 

The new ho me was of logs, fl oored with smo oth p lanks o ( mo use-proof 

tamarack. The re were five bedrooms, o ne to be a guest-roo m. There was a 

stahlc with haymow, sta ll s for fo ur ho rses, space fo r a phaeto n, ;1 wagon and 

;1 sle igh . There was a chi cken coop, and land h:td hee n cleared for lmrh 

vegetab le and fl owe r ga rdens. O ne of C harlo tte's first acts was to pl:tnt he r 

rose canes, hardy white rose o f Yorkshire, the first cutt ings brought from 

England by C harlo tte's mothe r. Wo u ld they sur vive in Manito ha ! Th ey did, 

,rnd gave ri se to C harl o tte's ni ck nam e, "Iron Rose. " Whe n the new hahy 

arrived, C ha rl otte had o nly he r e ld est d, tughte r, Be ll a, to ass ist her. n e ll:t , 

now in her later tee ns, hegged her father for :1 job at th e mi ll. n e ing good at 

m:1themati cs , she was give n a jo h in the offi ce and ex pec ted to g ive a fair 

day's work fo r a fa ir day's p:ty. 

At first the woodsmen and the nati ve people in the ;11-c;1 we re very 

sce pti ca l of C harl o tte ;1s a d octo r. Her first c tll was to a m ill-worke r who had 

d eve loped Cerma n me.isles. It w,ts a n opportun ity to prove he rscl f ;1 nd she 

ga ined the co nfide nce of the men . She be fri e nd ed th e nati ve peop le and was 

cage r to learn fro m th em ;1hout simple he rba l aid s and othe r tre,ttments. She 

g,\\'l' them mo re respect than th ey were used to ge tt ing fro m th e governm ent 
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doctors. Far fro m any hospital fa cilities o r qualifi ed ass istance, she lea rned 
to cope with very pr imitive equipme nt. People began coming to her from far 
and wid e and, after saving the li fe of a woodsman who had rece ived a slash 
to hi s jugu lar vein, she earned the undying devotio n of the mill and bush 
wo rke rs. 

From staunch Eng li sh Methodist by upbringing, to staunch Scottish 
Prcsliyte ri ,rn, liy marriage, C h,1rlo ttc adhered to the latte r faith . The spiritua l 
s id e of li fe was impo rtant. In the days o f itinerant preachers the Ross guest 
room was often occupied, and se rvi ces were held in their ho me. The door 
was o pen to Anglicans, Methodists, Ro man Catho li cs and others. Father 
Lacombe beca me a close friend befo re moving west to Fo rt Calga ry and the 
Row Ri ver. David Ross provided land and mate rials, first fo r a school and 
late r fo r the Ross Presbyterian C hurch, where the first wedding was that of 
the ir daughte r Bel la . 

The Ross fam ily saw the first train go ing west fro m Prince Arthur's 
Landing at Thund er Ray, and C harl otte met Sir C harles Tupper as he 
trave lled o n th e new railway with her fath e r. She lea rned fro m Tupper th ,1t 
a spec ia l course of studies in medi cine fo r wo me n had just been estab lished 
;.1t Q uee n's Unive rsity in Kingsto n . C harlo tte's respo nse was that at age 
thirty-seven she was not go ing to return to the classroom just to qualify fo r a 
li ce nce in the eyes of the gove rnm ent. Well awa re of the cl anger of practising 
witho ut ;.1 li ce nce, she consulted a lawyer in Winn ipeg abo ut the poss ibility 
o f pe titi o ning the Legisla tive Assembly o f Man itoba to be li censed. She was 
to ld that three reputable midwives had do ne so with the testimo nia ls of very 
pro min ent women, a nd had bee n rejected . An attempt was made by a private 
member's bill , but that was defeated. C harl o tte still continued to practi ce 
medi cin e fo r a quarte r o f a ce ntury. She was never prosecuted . 

Th e Rosses lost the ir you ngest so n to diphtheri a. Late r, yet another 
daughte r was bo rn. C harl otte a nd David lived to sec a ll their children 
marri ed. 0 ,wid d ied in August 1912 at th e age o f seve nty-e ight a nd C harlotte 
at seve nty- three in February 1916. In 1993 the Manito ba Legislatu re 
unanim o usly passed a reso lu ti o n to grant Dr. Ross her medica l li cence. 

!This a rticl e is based o n a rev iew o f Fred Edge's, The Iron Rose, U niversity of 
M,111ito ba Press, 1992, printed in Presbyterian History, vol. 43, (2).J 
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~lonel ~izabeth Zwrie ~ellie 

Compass io n and Servi ce 

by BO B AN G ER 

AT THE BEG INN IN G O F TH E YEAR 2000, C anada Post re leased 
the ir mi ll ennium co ll ec ti o n o f stamps under the theme "express io n 
o f a people, re fl ectio n o f a nat io n." Des igned to ho no ur and 

ce lebra te C anadians a nd the ir achi evements ove r the past century, these 
six ty-e ight stamps included such pro mine nt and no rnble C anad ians as Lester 
B. Pearso n, S ir Fred e ri ck Banting and Terry Fox. 

A lso ho no ured in thi s co ll ect io n was Colo nel Eli za beth Lawrie Smelli e, 
and altho ugh he r nam e may be less recognizab le than the o thers, her 
d evot io n and se rvi ce to he r country and compass io n fo r he r fe ll ow 
C anad ians a rc neverth e less wo rthy o f o ur ce lebrat io n and commemo ratio n . 
Wh en she re tired in 1947, afte r a lmos t twenty-five yea rs o f serv ice as C hief 
Supe rinte nde nt o f the Victo rian O rder of Nurses fo r C anada , and after 
having se rved in two W o rld Wars, the Prim e Ministe r, the Ho n. Mackenzie 
King, prai sed he r "m o nume n ta l wo rk o n behalf o f he r country" and 
ho no ured he r as a "grea t C anadian wo man." 

Colo ne l Eli zabe th "Beth" S melli e was bo rn in Po rt Ar thu r, O ntario , o n 
March 22 , 1884. Her fa the r was the highly respected p io neer d octo r, 
Th o mas T. .T. S rne lli e , who arr ived in Po rt Arth u r with hi s wife Janet 
Lawri e in th e ea rl y 1880s. Beth was the second daughter o f s ix, two o f who m 
sad ly di ed within the ir first year. Like many p io nee r fam ilies, survival itse lf 
was diffi cult, even with ,1 d octor in the fam il y. A third siste r, G r,1ce, passed 
away fro m s ickness in he r Lite tee ns, whi le the o n ly son o f the family d ied 
tr:1gica lly in childh ood afte r fa lling fro 1T1 a fe nce post. 

Dr. S me ll ie was ;1 ta ll and physic 1lly imposing m,111, yet ge ntle and kind ly 
to hi s patie nts . Because he was o ne o f o n ly two d octo rs in the area he was 
ca ll ed upo n o fte n . N eve rtheless , unse lfi sh se rv ice to h is patients and his 
co mmun ity we re hallmarks o f h is li fe , a nd were two characte r traits he wo uld 
du ly pass o n to hi s daughte r. In add iti o n to hi s medi cal pra ·rice , Or. Smelli e 
a lso se rved as pres id en t of the C hildre n's A id Soc ie ty, he lped fo und a small 
hos p ita l o pe rated by the Vi cto ri an O rder o f Nu rses (now Mc Kellar Genera l 
Hospita l, Thunde r Ray), and late r in li fe se rved the community as its 
Member of Parliam ent. 
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As a young girl , Beth atte nded Central School, Po rt Arthur, and Sunday 

school at St. Paul's Presbyterian C hurch . A wonderful story about her as ;1 

child was recou nted by W. Russe ll Brown . He reca lled a Sund;1y school 

C hri stmas party in which the seven yea r-o ld Beth forgot he r lines during the 

concert :ind ran down in to the audience to her mother's comforting arms. Her 

father, howeve r, gave her an "icy sta re" and a few words which promptly got he r 

b:1ck o n stage to give her recitatio n . Years late r, when Colo nel Smellie was 

being hono ured at a civic receptio n , Mr. Brown asked what her f;1the r had sa id 

that day to get he r back up o n the st;1gc. She replied, "H e said .. . 'and yo u cal l 

yourse lf a Smellie.' That got my Scotch up and I was able to go hack." 

By the time she graduated fro m High School in Fo rt Willi :1m , Beth 

see ms to have bee n awa re o f her ca lling in life as a nurse. Desc ribed by a 

fri end as "tall, like her fathe r, but with her mother's eyes , lovely smiling face 

and ge ntle woman liness," she dec ided in 1906 to study ar rhe Jo hn Ho pkins 

Tr,1 ining School fo r Nu rses in Baltimore, Maryland , consid ered at that rim e, 

and still today, as o ne of the wo rld's best training schools fo r nurses. Whe n 

she graduated in 1909, she returned to no rth ern Ontario and se rved brie fl y 

as night superviso r at the hosp ita l in Fort Wi ll iam, be fo re heading to Detroit 

where she wo rked as a private nurse. 

In 19 14 the "guns o f August" shoo k the wo rld as war broke o ut in 

Europe. Among the first wave of C anadian vo lunteers, Beth put he r name 

in fo r the nursing se rvi ce o n 4 August. The Army Medi ca l C orps' nursing 

se rvice was st ill a relative ly new deve lo pment at the o utl1rcak of the First 

World War. A ltho ugh a few nurses had been "ca ll ed up" during the 

Northwest Rebelli o n of 1885, it was o nly in 1901 during the wa r in South 

Afr ica that a nursing se rvice was establi shed . In 19 14, howeve r, it was st ill :1 

minor component attached to the medical corps, co ntaining on ly fi ve 

individu als and a rese rve o f fifty-seve n. This wo uld change signifi c 111tl y ove r 

the nex t fo ur years. By the end of th e First Wo rld War, 2,854 nursing siste rs 

had se rved th e ir country: 415 were awarded decora ti o ns, while twemty-o ne 

were kill ed or wounded. Sixty-four were ho no ured with the Roya l Red Cross, 

I st C lass , o ne of whom was Beth. 

Although not se lected as p,1rt of the first co ntinge nt, Beth was to ld to 

"keep herse lf in readiness" and in ea rl y 19 15 she tr,1vc ll ed across the Arl:111t ic 

as a li eutenant in the nursing se rvice of the Roya l Ca n:1dian Army Medi ca l 

Corps. For scve rn l mo nths she was st:1tio ned at the hospit:11 in T:1plow, 

England , befo re embarking fo r France and the No . 2 (Je ner:d Huspital :it Le 

Treport. 
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Fo r th e next year and a hal f she se rved a t Le Trcport, a ttending to the 
wo u nded and d ying of the wa r; the first six mo nths be ing o n night du ty 
whe n the "co nvoys" o f casua lti es were heaviest. In an interview alm ost fifty 
yea rs late r, she was asked what that w,1s like . "Nigh t du ty was pretty heavy," 
she q uietl y said, "but everybody lived up to it." When asked what IT\ emo ri es 
stood o ut fo r her, she recall ed the images o f the men o n st retchers in the 
ha ll ways o f the hospital, and o f o ne particular time whe n a Scotti sh Lid was 
be ing teased by the o ther men, saying he wo uld be left behind whe n the 
wo unded we re taken back to "Rlighry," o r Rritain . From a t ime whe n the 
ho rrors of w,1r must have bee n appare nt alm ost every day, she reme mbered 
instead a time o f ge ntle humo ur am ong the me n. 

By November 1916, fkth had been transfe rred o ut o f Fran ce to the 
Moore Barracks Hospital in England where she soon became Acting­
Matron. Somewhat iro nica lly, fo r a lady who was to beco me Matro n-in-Chief 
for all o f Ca nada in the Seco nd World War, thi s was a pos iti o n she never 
wished fo r. "I ca n re member go ing behind the te nts lat Le Trcportl" she 
reca ll ed, "when the Matron-in-Chief wo uld come fro m England. I didn 't 
want to he I promoted I, and I re member pleading with Ms. Rayside to tel l Ms. 
Mac Do nald th at I did no t w,rnt to be a matro n." In the e nd, she p roved 
he rsel f ex t remely ca pable in 1T1a naging some e ighty-five nursing sisters at 
Moore R:irracks a nd was described in the inspecti o n repo rt o f the Medica l 
Co mmiss io ner as an "e ffi cient and painstak ing Matron." By March o f 1918, 
three years after she had left fo r overseas se rvice, she returned to C anada to 
become Ass istant Matro n-in-Chief fo r the Nursing Se rvice. 

T he G reat War itse lf, so horrible and costl y in its d estruction :rn I 
dev:istati o n, ended in 1918. Those who se rved did so in co nditi o ns that 
m,iny today can hardly comprehend . Yet they still se rved, and fo r many who 
survived that experi e nce there was a heightened sense o f o ptimism a nd a 
des ire afterward s to wo rk towards a new way of life. The nursing sisters o f 
the First Wo rld War te nd ed the wound ed a nd d ying und er ex tre me 
co nditi o ns, provided medic;d and health-care advice, and acted as links to 
th e o uts id e world to countless so ld ie rs while they recove red in the hospita ls. 
As a result o f thi s experi ence ove rseas, many o f these nursing ::- isters rea li zed 
the importance and rel atio nship of nursing to the wid er fi e ld o f public 
health educa t io n . Reth refl ected o n thi s many years late r, saying: 

so many o f us wanted to take publi c hea lth , or soc ial wo rk !after the war\ 
. . . lwe l wanted to ge t into a new way o f li fe , and yo u rea li zed that as a 
nurse .. . yo u we re ca ll ed upo n so m uch fo r advice ... th ere was no body 
else fo r the men to t,1ke in to the ir con fid ence, and yo u bec:1me aware o f 
so many proble ms in additi o n to o r assoc iated with illness . 
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And so, in 1920, B th asked to he de-mo hili sed and pro mptly e nro lled 

in a two-year programm e in puh li c hea lth nursing at S imm o ns College , 

Bosto n . She graduated fro m thi s p rogramme with ho no urs, a nd soo n fo und 

he rself in Mo ntreal as Ass istant to the Director and Lecture r in Publi c 

Hea lth Nursing at th e School fo r G raduate Nurses, McG ill U ni ve rs ity. At 

thi s t im e she also becam e assoc iated with the organi sati o n to whi ch she 

d evoted much o f the nex t twenty-fi ve years o f her life - the Vi ctor ian O rd er 

o f Nurses fo r anada (VO N). 

Whethe r memori es o f the small VO N hospital he r fath e r helped 

establi sh in Po rt Arthur he lped sway he r or no t, Reth took :1 part-t im e 

pos iti o n with the VO N as Supervisor fo r the G reate r Mo n t rea l Branch, 

while she lectured at McG ill. O nce with the O rde r, howeve r, she must have 

fe lt deeply connected to its idea ls of compass io n and se rvice , fo r hy 
December 1923 , just ove r a yea r since she sta rted with th e VO N, she appli ed 

fo r, and was appo inted to , th e promine nt pos iti o n of C hie f Supe rin te nde nt. 

At that tim e, the VO N was go ing through a diffi cult pe ri od , bo th fin ,in c ia ll y 

and :idmini strati ve ly. A nursing shortage durin _l( the w,ir, the post-war 

recess io n o f 1920-1923, the changing nature of the puhlic health fi e ld itse lf 

with in creasing governm en t invo lve ment, the co llapse of the VO N's sma ll, 

rural "cottage" hos pita l sche me, ,md inte rnal st ri fe at t he n :it io n a l 

headqu arte rs, a ll contributed to a se nse of uncer tainty a nd fi n,m ci:1I wo rr y. 

Over the nex t fiftee n years, however, Beth guided the VO N o u r o ( thi s 

quandry and o nto so lid ground . She worked tirel essly in thi s task , trave ll in,!..! 

ac ross the country to meet with the nurses of th e local branches, sp L' aking ,lt 

nursing schools and address ing vari o us hc:d th a nd nursing o rga ni sa ti o ns 

and assoc iati o ns. Her co nce rn fo r the nurses themse lves, and fo r th ose she 

workt:d with, is ev ident in he r m;rny reports to th e VON execuri w, as is th e 

respect ,ind admir,iti o n the executi ve in turn had for he r. 

!J uring these yea rs, Reth al so he ld exec uti ve pos iti o ns with num L'ro us 

n,itio nal and inte rnatio na l puhlic hea lth organisa ti o ns, includin.t.: th at o f 

Vice-Pres idrnt with the Ameri c.m Publi c I lca lth Assoc i:iti o n . Indeed , as the 

I Io n . Ray Ath erto n, A meri ca n A mbassador to Ca nad a re marked to th e 1946 
Annual Mee ting of the VON, "the ca ree r o f yo ur Ch ief Supe rinte nd e nt, 

Miss Eliza beth Smellie, is a lm ost as we ll-kn ow n and ,is uni ve rsa ll y :1dmircd 

in my country as in yours." In th.it S,l!Tl e ye,ir, the C:m:id i:rn Puhli c I kalth 

Assoc i:it io n paid tr ibute to he r o utst :inding co ntributi o n to publi c hea lth 

and to the d eve lo pm ent o f nursing in Ca nad a by prese nting he r wi th an 

ho nora ry li fe membershi p. 
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With the o utbrea k o f the Seco nd Wo rld War, Beth aga in respo nded to 
the ca ll of du ty, accepting appo intment to the pos itio n of Matro n-in-Chief 
in Ca nad a fo r the Nursing Service of the Roya l Ca nadian Army Medi ca l 
Corps. Wi th thi s appo intme nt, Dr. H ele n MacMurchy, a pro minent publi c 
hea lth ad vocate a nd o ne of the first wome n to grad uate from the U niversity 
o f Toro nto 's Medica l School, wrote the fo llowing of Ms. Smcllie : 

Ca nadian nurses a ll know Miss Sm cllie and rega rd her with con fidence 
a nd affectio n . They know her justi ce and kindness, he r sympathy and 
se nse of humo ur, her steadiness of purpose, he r devoti o n to duty and to 
the high idea ls o f li fe. They arc pro ud of her and they apprec iate her 
naturnl gifts o f leadership a nd conside rati o n for others .... T he new 
Matro n-in-Chief has a gentle vo ice a nd ma nner .... Her personality is 
charming. She ca n wo rk with o ther people and understand the n, and 
love them. She has m any fri e nds and o ne never hea rs of her enemies -
beca use the re a rc no ne. 
It was not lo ng afte r he r e ntry b,ick into the a rmy that Beth's leadership 

ab ilities bro ught a new cha ll enge, and in Jul y 1941 she was give n the task of 
o rga ni zing the new Ca nadi a n Wo me n's Army Corps. With the development 
of thi s new Cor ps, wo me n were, fo r th e first time, be ing a llowed to jo in the 
Ca nad ia n Army a nd se rve their country. A ltho ugh wo m en like Beth had 
served the Army as nursing sisters, o r in va ri o us c ivili a n capacities, never 
were they p::i rt of the Army itself. Publ ic o pinio n was not highly favo urable 
to the idea of women in the Army, no r was the Army, but by 1941 increas ing 
dem a nds upo n C anada's available man-power, and increas ing pressure fro m 
wo men's vo lunteer gro ups to se rve, fina lly led to th e crea t io n o f the new 
Corps. Beth 's task in o rganising this n ew Corps was immense, yet by late 
Nove mber, just fo ur mo nths afte r he r appo intm e nt, the Corps was 
o peratio nal, and she returned to her duti es as Matro n-in-Chief. 

In ea rl y 1944, just befo re her sixtieth birthday, Beth was p romoted to the 
rank of Colo ne l - the first wom an to achi eve such a di stinct io n . Just o ne 
mo nth late r, she retired from the a rmy, fe eling the ca ll to return to her post 
a t the VO N. Upo n her retirement, the Right Ho n. J.L. Ralsto n , Minister of 
Defe nce, wrote to her, say ing: 

Yo ur wo rk and faithfulness a nd ability ... have brought yo ur ministe r to a 
sta te of mind co ncerning the n urs ing se rvices which is nea rer to 
satisfact io n probably than in respect of any other Service in th e Army ... 
I ca n give you first-hand wo rd o f yo ur supe rb 'troops' ... I saw o n the spot 
th e se rvices they a rc re ndering. You may we ll be proud of them .. .. I 
rea li se that thi s call back to the Vi c to rian O rder o f Nurses had to come. 
Th ey couldn't d o w ith o ut yo u. 
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Colo nel Smelli e returnee.I to the VON in the Spring of 1944, anJ 

con t inued to gu ide the O rd er until he r retiremen t in 1947. T hese we re 

changing yea rs fo r the VO N as the Federal Uovernm e nt rapidly e nte red the 

heal th-ca re fi eld, bu t the st ro ng base of loca l branches, und er the solid 

umbrell a of the nati o nal administra t io n, a lo ng with Reth's stead y leadership, 

ensured that the O rder was in a good pos iti on to meet these changes :1nd 

adapt to th , new hea lth-care e nvi ro nme nt. O ne of her las t achieve me nts 

with the VO N was the deve lo pm ent of a Pe ns io n Fun d fo r retiring nurses -

a notable goa l that the organisati o n had been striving towa rds fo r many 

yea rs. 
From the time of her appo intm en t as C hi ef Superintenden t in 192> , 

Col. Smelli e made her ho me in O ttawa . Her duti es , however, kept her 

extremely busy, with m,iny cross-co untry trips to meet with the loca l 

branches. In o ne repo rt to the VO N execu tive , she a nno unced, "since o ur 

last meeting in Nove mber, I have bee n to the Pacific Coast. Ouring my six 

weeks abse nce ... excluding inte rviews ;1nd o ther ta lks incide ntal to o ur 

wo rk, I addressee.I fifty meetings ." Not unusual, thi s ty pe of schedule was 

1T1 o re comm o n than not. When in O ttawa, howeve r, Ms. Smellie was ,1 

fa ith ful attender at St. Andrew's Presbyte ri an C hurch . A qui et, ge ntle lady, 

few rea li sed just how natio nall y and inte rnati o na lly recogni sed she was . 

During her career she rece ived 1T1 any ho no urs, but a lways accepted them 

with great humility. She rece ived the Royal Red Cross, I st C lass, in 1917 ,md 

the Comm ander o f the Rriti sh Empire in 19'34, fro m the C anadi an Nurses' 

Assoc iatio n the Mary Agnes Sni vely awa rd fo r o utsta ndi ng leadership in the 

p rofessio n in 1938. As we ll as becoming the first woma n pro moted to the 

rank of Colonel in the anaclian Arm ed Fo rces in 1944, she was :il so 

awarded an LLD. fro m the U niversity of Western O ntari o in the s,im e yc:1r. 

O ne of the last of these awards was the Red C hevron aw;1rd fo r he r 

contribu t io ns to the milita ry nursing se rvice , prese nted to her in Om1w;1 by 

Field Marshal Viscount Mo ntgomery in 1900. 
Colo nel Eli zabeth Smelli e di ed o n March 5, 1908, ;1t Cen tr;il Pa rk Lodge 

in Toron to, and was buri ed in Port Arthur, O ntario . O n March 17, 1968, the 

arm y ho no ured her life with a memoria l se rvice ;1t the National Defe nce 

Medi ca l Ce ntre. Attended hy fri ends and fo rm er assoc i;1tes, the se rvice w:1s 

conducted hy her lo ng-tim e ministe r, the Rev. Lin Burnett, fo rme rl y uf St . 

Andrew's Presbyte rian C hurch , O ttaw:1. 
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